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VOTED ONE OF THE TOP DOCTORS AND
LEADING PHYSICIANS OF THE WORLD
BY THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF ORTHOPEDIC SURGEONS
SELECTED AS  ONE OF THE BEST ORTHOPEDIC
SURGEONS BY NEW YORK MAGAZINE

Ankle Fractures, Arthritis Care and Treatment,
Chronic Back Pain, Elbow Problems, 
Hand, Hip and Knee Surgery,
Joint Injections, Shoulder, Spine and Wound Care,
Automobile Accidents,
Work Related Injuries

SPECIALIST IN GENERAL
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY

 Body Contouring, Breast Augmentation Paired with 
Core Abdominoplasty, Breast Lift, Breast Reconstruction, 
Breast Reduction, Burn and Wound Care, 
Eye, Face and Neck Lifts, Eyelid Reconstruction, 
Lower and Upper Blepharoplasty, Facial Reconstruction,
Liposuction, Mommy Makeovers, Nasal Reconstruction, 
Non-SuNon-Surgical Facial Rejuvenation-Botox, Dysport,
Fat Injections, Juvaderm, Platelet Rich Plasma
Facial Rejuvenation with Microneedling, 
Radiesse, Restylane Facial Fillers, 
and Skin Cancer Reconstruction 

SPECIALIST IN RESTORATION OF
FIGURE, FORM AND FUNCTION

 

A. Sandra Churgin, C.E.O. and Founder
 Stanley Churgin, C.P.A. and C.F.O.

HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS

MEDICAL FINANCIAL ENTERPRISES CORPORATION
240 Newtown Road, Plainview, New York 11803

400 West Main Street. Suite 120, Babylon,  New York 11702
460 Park Avenue, 17th Floor, Manhattan, New York 10022 

825 Northern Boulevard, Suite 300, Great Neck , New York 11021
Telephone Number: 1-631-661-0202
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Dix Hills Jewish Center & Ben’s
Keep The Tradition Alive!

Some find strength in their faith while others find comfort
in their food, so why not a combination of both?

Our regular Takeout Menu is also 
available online at BensDeli.net and also 
from our QR Code.

Free Friday Delivery to DHJC Parking lot. 

Door to Door Delivery Available Upon 
Request for a $10.00 Delivery Fee.

To place an order, email:
Greenvale@Bensdeli.net or call Gilah Salzano (516) 621-3340

NOT KOSHER FOR PASSOVER  •  BEN’S IS CLOSED FOR THE 8 DAYS OF PASSOVER
10% of sales will be donated back to the Dix Hills Jewish Center

Catered Holiday Dinners for 6 or 10
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$239.90 for 6
APPETIZER

6 pieces of Gefilte Fish & 1.5 pts. Chopped Liver
SOUP

2 qts. Chicken Soup & 7 Matzo Balls
ENTREE (Choose One)

3 Roast Chickens with Tray of Stuffing
2.5 lbs. Fresh Turkey Breast  •  2.5 lbs. Sliced Fresh Brisket

ACCOMPANIMENTS (All Included)
1 pt. Cranberry-Pineapple Compote

1.5 pts. Fresh-Cut Cole Slaw  •  1 pt. Carrot Tsimmes
1 pt. Ben’s Homemade Gravy  •  Small Relish Tray

SIDES (Choose Two)
Broccoli Almondine

Matzo Farfel & Mushrooms
Parsley Red Potatoes

Sweet Potato Pudding  •  Potato Pudding

$379.90 for 10
APPETIZER

10 pieces of Gefilte Fish & 1 qt. Chopped Liver
SOUP

4 qts. Chicken Soup & 12 Matzo Balls
ENTREE (Choose One)

5 Roast Chickens with Tray of Stuffing
Whole Roast Turkey (15 lb. avg.)  •  4 lbs. Sliced Fresh Brisket

ACCOMPANIMENTS (All Included)
1 qt. Cranberry-Pineapple Compote

1 qt. Fresh-Cut Cole Slaw  •  1 qt. Carrot Tsimmes
1 qt. Ben’s Homemade Gravy  •  Large Relish Tray

SIDES (Choose Two)
Broccoli Almondine

Matzo Farfel & Mushrooms
Parsley Red Potatoes

Sweet Potato Pudding  •  Potato Pudding
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ADULT EDUCATION 
Rabbi’s Classes, Book Reviews & More 

(All Classes, Book Reviews, & Town Halls on ZOOM only) 
Go to dhjc.org for zoom links 

RABBI’S CLASSES 
MONDAYS 8:30 PM 

WEEKLY TORAH PORTIONS 
March 1, 8, 15, 22 - April 5, 12, 19, 26 - May 3, 10, 24 

TUESDAYS  
TALMUD   7:00 PM 

March 2, 9, 16, 23 - April 6, 13, 20, 27 - May 4, 11, 25 
BEYOND TORAH: THE BOOKS OF 

JOSHUA & JUDGES   8:30 PM 
March 2, 9, 16, 23 - April 6, 13, 20, 27 - May 4, 11, 25 

WEDNESDAYS 10:00 AM 
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES & JEWISH PERSPECTIVES 

March 3, 10, 17, 24 - April 7, 14, 21, 28 - May 5, 12, 19, 26 

THURSDAYS 9:30 AM 
JEWISH JOURNEYS 

March 4, 11, 18, 25 - April 8, 15, 22, 29 - May 6, 13, 20, 27 

RABBI’S BOOK REVIEWS 
TUESDAYS 11:00 AM 

March 2 
OUR DARKEST NIGHT by Jennifer Robson 

March 9 
IRENA’S WAR by James D. Shipman 

March 23
THOSE WHO ARE SAVED by Alexis Landau 

April 6 
THE GIRL FROM THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 

by Jenny Lecoat 

April 13 
RED SEA SPIES by Raffi Berg 

More books to come 

NEW SPRING STUDIES  
WITH RABBI BUECHLER 

ZOOM Seder Tips 
Led by Rabbi Buechler 

Mondays, March 15 & 22   7:00—8:00 pm   ZOOM Only 
• Energize your Seders despite another Pandemic Pesach.
• Strategies to make your Seder more creative and

engaging.
• Make your Seders more Magical and Meaningful.

Moral Grandeur in Pandemic Times: 
The Wisdom Teachings of 

 Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
Led by Rabbi Buechler 

Mondays, April 5, 12, & 19   7:00—8:00 pm   ZOOM Only 
Selected inspiring teachings of Rabbi Heschel that can 
guide us in these turbulent times on themes from 
justice & equality to faith & hope despite the darkness. 

Dates and Topics to be announced. 

Watch your emails for more information 
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Dear Friends:
A year ago, my only frame 

of reference for Zoom 
was the Hebrew folk song 
about the early pioneers 
to Pre-State Israel which 
begins with the words, 
“zoom gali gali, gali, zoom 
gali gali!” Zoom and other 

similar streaming venues have become our 
lifeline in this ongoing pandemic period. 
From meetings to minyans, from seders to 
simchas, from classes to conferences, and 
in every conceivable fashion, we have been 
seeing one another in the on-line world of 
Zoom. 

Zoom certainly does not substitute for our 
actual presence, but we can see one another, 
converse and be engaged, learn, comfort 
and celebrate as we are transported from 
our pandemic reality and brought into the 
presence of others online.

We are currently in the period of time 
zooming past Purim and approaching the joy 
of Passover. No one could have anticipated 
that after unanticipated pandemic Zoom 
seders last year that we would be about to 
enter our second Zoom Pesach in the midst 
of our ongoing pandemic. “Mah nishtana 
ha-laila ha-zeh?” we inquire as we recite the 
four questions in a spirited melody! Pesach 
this year seems to be looking a lot like last 
year - limited family, Zooming and staying 
safe - which is quite an unexpected and 
disconcerting déjà vu!  

Passover is the longest running drama 
in human history. For more than three 
thousand years, we have been creatively and 
dramatically retelling the Exodus - a scripted 
home gathering where we animate Jewish 
history through songs, prayers, symbols and 
foods. The core message of Pesach is that bad 
things can happen to very good people. We 
descend into Egypt and then descend into 
the darkness of servitude, deprivations and 
degradations.  

Fast forward to the past year as our lives 
have been abruptly disrupted. Preparing 
for two weeks of quarantine last March has 
become a year of struggling with a modern 
plague in which physical distancing, facial 
coverings, isolation, remote learning, and 
work have become the norm. Our travels are 
severely curtailed and seeing one another 
in any setting can truly be hazardous. And 
the losses have been staggering. The plague 
has taken a devastating toll on our country, 
around the globe and impacted far too many 

of our DHJC family - to whom we continue 
to send our prayers and embrace of comfort 
and healing!

Our ancestors witnessed a torrent of 
plagues of increasing intensity. A pandemic 
has engulfed us - which is part of the cyclical 
nature of our world. Yet our fitful response 
to this virulent virus has compounded our 
plague. We are beneficiaries of a modern 
medical miracle with the rapid development 
of vaccines, yet that vaccine has been 
plagued by failure in roll out and distribution 
that is now belatedly being successfully 
ameliorated.  

Passover, despite the deprivations of our 
ancient servitude and the plagues that 
impacted all of Egypt, is above all a harbinger 
of transformation and of hope. Darkness 
and devastation are not the fate of humanity. 

Passover as symbolized by the spring 
vegetable, karpas, and the script of the seder 
is about hope, rebirth and renewal. Pesach 
is our annual reminder that darkness, even 
the darkest abyss, is transitory and we can 
move from the deepest gloom and navigate 
towards the light. Pesach is the journey 
from being victimized and traumatized to 
gaining a newfound sense of self-esteem, 
new directions and bold visions as we leave 
behind Egypt and journey to the Promised 
Land.

The journey is both ancient and modern 
- of moving from the darkness of plagues, 
devastation and disunity into becoming a 
people bound by values, healing hopes and 
reborn unity as we become the people of 
Israel! Rabbi Arthur Green, in a new book, 

Judaism for the World, keenly observes that 
Pesach is not about what freedom means to 
me, it commands our attention by asking the 
questions of what freedom demands of me.  

Passover is demanding - in preparing 
for the seder, in preparing our homes to 
celebrate - in preparing to have those on 
site and on Zoom be prepared to engage 
in entering Jewish history and making our 
rituals and faith ever the more vibrant and 
alive. Ultimately Pesach demands that we 
confront history and navigate the darkness, 
both ancient and recent in order to create 
unity, hope and loyalty.

We are witnesses to far too much darkness 
in our world, far too many plagues, and far 
too many demonize others and betray the 
values we cherish. Let Pesach be a sign of 
hope and a new beginning. To see the joy 
and blessings that unite us is far greater 
than that which divides us. That message of 
Pesach is one of newfound joy for our people 
and a message for our country.  

The message of democracy is far older than 
the ancient Greeks - the concept of liberty, 
justice and truth are rooted in our physical 
journey of navigating a few hundred miles 
from Egypt to Israel. As we bridged the gap 
then and today, we must bridge the chasm 
in our country, a land we love. We begin to 
bridge the gap by sitting together, Zooming 
together, eating and singing together and 
praying and striving to let go of the darkness.

May our seders be uplifting and 
meaningful. May Pesach bring joy and unity 
to our people and our county. May we soon 
be able to visit the Promised Land of Israel 
and freely travel. Above all, Pesach demands 
that we honestly confront history and live 
our lives, becoming blessings. 

Pesach demands that we be open and 
tolerant, caring and gracious and recognize 
new beginnings at our seders and in our 
country. May God bless each one of us with 
health and joy, may the people of Israel be 
blessed, and may our newly inaugurated 
President Joe Biden and Vice-President 
Kamala Harris help us navigate from 
darkness to light, from plagues to blessings.

Laura, along with Yael, Yair, Lev, Nadav, 
Aviva, Hillel, Jaclyn, Liana, Elie, Tamar, Kobi 
and Noam join me in wishing you and your 
loved ones a zissen, sweet and richly blessed 
Pesach, our season of freedom and hope!  
Shalom,    
Rabbi Howard R. Buechler

From Our Rabbi
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These lyrics by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber have a different meaning 
today than when he wrote them 
for Starlight Express in 1984. 
As we went through the past 
year during the pandemic of 
Covid-19, we kept looking for 
that light to get us out of this 
tunnel of darkness. During all 
these months over the past year, 

we have experienced loss, severe isolation, depression, 
anger, and much more. Then the vaccines which were 
promised began to be dispersed, albeit more slowly than 
we wished. However, once vaccinations started, that 
“light at the end of the tunnel” began to dimly appear.  
As in the Parsha of B’shalach, which we read from the 

Torah on January 30th, the ancient Israelites experienced 
their own “light at the end of the tunnel;” it is called 
Shirat Hayam, the “Song of the Sea.” Imagine that the 
vaccines represent the dividing of the Sea of Reeds for 
all of us to cross to freedom from the slavery of the 
pandemic. And like the ancient Hebrews, we will not 
reach the promised land immediately. We will continue 
to move forward and shake those chains of isolation, 
quarantine, and loss of freedom.  
How does one shake those chains? The ancient 

Hebrews did that with music, a song – Shirat Hayam, 
the Song of the Sea – “Az Yahir Mosheh uv’nei Yisrael…” 
“Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the 
Eternal…” (Source: The Torah, A Modern Commentary 
Revised Edition, Plaut, pg 439). They celebrated in song. 
All cultures which have gone through some form of 
oppression, whether a pandemic, slavery, or any other 
form of oppression, use music to help them deal with 
the situation, and also to celebrate their freedom once 
attained.  
Regardless of culture or situation we use music to help 

us understand and express our emotions. “Music has 
even been described as a ‘language of the emotions.” 
(source: What does Music Express? Basic Emotions and 
Beyond, Patrik N. Juslin, Published Sep 6, 2013 from 
“Frontiers in Psychology”).  We use music to read from 
the Torah, the HafTorah, and even the Megillot. Music is 
a conduit for prayer in every religion. Even a seemingly 
tuneless chant is a form of musical expression.  

During the year plus of the Covid-19 pandemic, we all 
turned to music to express various feelings and emotions 
and to help us deal with those emotions. Remember the 
TikTok post by Nathan Apodaca in which he lip syncs to 
Fleetwood Mac’s song “Dreams” while holding a bottle of 
juice? So simple, but the feelings expressed in the video 
resonated with all of us.  During these days, many of us 
listened to music which helped inspire us, to let us know 
that we are not alone in what we are going through. It 
doesn’t matter the type of musical style we connect with 
because music reaches out to people in a way that helps 
them feel and deal with situations, whether joyous, sad, 
angry, or fearful.  
In our culture, the songs of our people, even the Nusach 

(musical motifs) of our T’fillah express our emotions. A 
prayer like the Sh’ma, which we sing to a melody written 
down by Solomon Sulzer, might mean something 
different to each of us depending on our emotional 
state when davening. The melodies of our prayers in the 
Musaf service, help to convey the words of the T’fillot. 
And even those words, those melodies, which many of 
us have known most of our lives, will have a different 
meaning to us each time we sing them.  
We are once again nearing the holiday of Pesach. Like 

last year, this will be a celebration in which we have 
to follow health and safety protocols to protect our 
loved ones and friends. The melodies we sing from the 
Passover Seder will once again have a computerized feel 
to them. But we must take consolation in the fact that 
“there is a light at the end of the tunnel” and that the 
Seders, our religious services, our concerts, will soon be 
enjoyed together as a community, hand-in-hand. May 
we continue to acknowledge that “light at the end of the 
tunnel” and may we soon be blessed to share in each 
other’s presence as one people, one community, one 
family.  

    Cantor Steven Hevenstone

From the Desk of Hazzan Hevenstone
There’s A Light at The End of the Tunnel

There’s a light at the end of the tunnel. There’s a light at the end of the tunnel. 
The inside might be as black as the night, but there’s a light at the end of the tunnel. 

(Andrew Lloyd Webber from the musical “Starlight Express”)

Classes with Cantor Hevenstone
Mondays - Hebrew Literacy @ 11:00 am
Wednesdays - Trope @ 7:00 pm
Thursdays - Hebrew Literacy @ 7:00 pm
 Reading Hebrew from the Siddur
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From our President

Dear Fellow Congregants:
Each year, we crack open or 

digitally flip to a new calendar 
filled with expectations of a great 
year ahead and close the book 
on the year past. Well, 2020 
was certainly a year that will be 
remembered. It presented us with 
untold challenges from the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
wildfires across the globe, 

international protests in support of racial and social justice and 
political unrest.  Just because we crossed the threshold into a new 
year, many of the uncertainties we faced in 2020 remain, which I 
will leave to the leaders of our country to address.  
Leaders of the Dix Hills Jewish Center Community, including 

members of the Board of Trustees, Committee Chairs, clergy 
and staff, continue to diligently manage the disruption presented 
to us. Although the current climate may prohibit us from 
being physically together, it cannot keep us socially apart. Our 
events provide us with the opportunity to engage, connect and 
schmooze with friends and neighbors.  
We recently celebrated Hanukkah with engaging programing 

kicked off by an uplifting concert by the Cantor, a combination 
virtual and on-site parking lot candle lighting and concluding 
with a virtual Hanukkah sing-along. As we’re now wrapping 
up Purim and approaching several more celebratory moments, 
including Passover and the Annual Fundraising Gala, it’s been 
exciting to re-envision these special occasions with a twist.

 PURIM
  Purim Megillah reading and celebrations were virtual   
  over Zoom. We were able to dress up and show off our   
  best costume without leaving home!
	 	We also refreshed our Shalach Manot (Purim Basket)   
  Program in support of the mitzvah of sending goodies to 
  friends and neighbors. This year’s theme was “A Big   
  Hug.” And who doesn’t love or need a hug? With easy
  access to an online portal, you were able to select
  individuals, groups or the entire congregation. It was   
  great to Share the Hugs with everyone!
	  In addition, we made Hamantaschen at home with our 
   delicious jar of preserves and a DHJC special recipe. It   
  was great fun seeing everyone, young and old, as you   
  shared photos of your own creations on social media.

 ANNUAL FUNDRAISING GALA
	  Please join us virtually for this year’s Annual Fundraising 
  Gala honoring distinguished members Ellen and Joel 
   

  Hershkin and Miriam and Harvey Finkelstein scheduled 
  for Saturday, March 20, 2021
	  Comedy, Chocolate and Cheer! Raise Your Spirits during 
   a 2-hour event including schmoozing, Honoree 
  Recognition, Comedy Show, Decadent Desserts, Wine, 
  Raffles and More!  
	  Dress Code: Pants Optional - Enjoy from the comfort of 
  your home and no sitter required
	  Sponsorship opportunities available

PASSOVER
	  Services will be held on-site (with appropriate protocols) 
  and over Zoom
	  Enhance your Seder with a tasty selection of offerings 
  from our Wine Sale scheduled for Sunday, March 14th
	  Shake up your menu by participating in swapping your 
   favorite Passover recipes with your friends and 
   neighbors. Send your favorites to recipes@dhjc.org. 
   Recipes received by Friday, March 12th will be compiled  
  and published on our website by Monday, March 22nd
	  I am kicking off the swap by sharing the following recipe:

Sweet & Sour Passover Meatballs 
(compliments of Brenda Rosenberg)

Mix all ingredients together, Shape into meatballs
Boil water (Fill a large pot ½ way); Drop meatballs into boiling 
water; Boil for 30 minutes; Spill off ¾ of the water.
Add the following:
 

 
Gently boil until meatballs are done – about 30 minutes
Sounds delicious!
I would like to welcome Jackie Fogel to the DHJC family as 

Executive Director. Jackie has more than 30 years of experience 
in accounting and finance fields as well as 15+ years of leadership 
roles within her synagogue. Jackie is committed to developing 
connections between herself, the congregation, and our 
surrounding community. Please join me in welcoming Jackie into 
our family and community.
Chag Sameach
Warmest Regards,
Elissa Regenbogen

Goodbye 2020! And Welcome 2021!

1 cup (approximate) Matzo Meal
½ tsp Garlic Powder
½ tsp Pepper

3 Eggs
3 lbs Ground Beef
2 Onions

3 -7 Tbs Grape Jelly
4 Tbs Lemon Juice

2 - 16 oz cans Tomato Sauce 
½ to 1 cup Brown Sugar
¼ to ½ cup White Sugar
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Membership 2021
It is with great 

pleasure that we 
welcome our new 
member Mrs. Nadine 
Belkin!  I know we 
speak for everyone 
when we say we look 
forward to getting to 
know Nadine and we 

thank her for choosing us.
We have just celebrated Tu Bishvat, a Jewish “Earth 

Day” that reminds us how important it is to nurture 
and protect our environment. Our recent celebration 
of trees, which are so important as they bear seeds 
for new life and growth, should serve as a reminder 
that as both individuals and as a Jewish community, 
we also have the need for creation and growth. Just 
as trees and the environment have to be tended to 
and nurtured to thrive, it is vital to nurture ourselves 
and our community to make sure we continue to 
grow and thrive.

These past several months have been undeniably 
trying and filled with uncertainty. As we make our 
way through the winter and begin to look forward 

to the spring, we hope that in the coming months 
we will be able to spend more time together. While 
none of us can say what the future holds, one thing 
we can be sure of is that no matter what comes 
our way, our DHJC community will be here for 
all of us. We encourage you to nurture your souls 
as well as our Shul by participating and getting 
involved.  Whether it’s attending services, taking 
a class, attending a program, getting involved 
on a committee, or volunteering to help fellow 
congregants in need, doing any one of these things 
will not only help you as an individual, but will also 
ensure that our Synagogue continues to flourish. 
Now, more than ever, we need to stand together and 
keep ourselves and our special DHJC community 
strong and vibrant. Together we can get through 
anything!

Know that we are always here for you. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out should you have an interest 
in joining our committee or if we can assist you in 
any other way.  

CALLING ALL TECHIES!!!
Do you have experience with web design?

The Communications team is looking for help with  
our Website design and support.

If interested, please contact  
Melissa & Stacey at

Dhjccommunications1@gmail.com

Shari Slepian Editor in Chief
Ronda Brooks Executive Editor
Margo Blatt Editor
Irma Gurman Writer
Gene Lesserson Photographer
Len Zuckerman  Photographer
Melissa Gordon Communication Chair
Lisa Mintz   Contributing Writer/Photographer

The Scroll Staff

Yona Miller & Ronnie Grill-Scheinson
  Membership Committee Co-Chairs

MATH 
TUTORING SERVICES

**ALL SUBJECTS** 
15+ years experience

RONEN PELED
(646) 717-2121
Rpeled123327@gmail.com
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DHJC Leadership
RABBI  HOWARD BUECHLER rabbibuechler@gmail.com 499-6644 
CANTOR  STEVEN HEVENSTONE hazzan@dhjc.org 499-6644
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  JACKIE FOGEL execdir@dhjc.org 499-6644  
EDUCATION DIRECTOR  RICKY TADMOR ricky@dhjc.org   499-6655
ECA DIRECTOR  VICKI WEINSTEIN  dhjcnurseryschool@gmail.com  499-6655 
YOUTH DIRECTOR  JASON GOLDBERG  jasongoldberg0909@gmail.com  499-6655

President  Elissa Regenbogen  ebroseman@optonline.net 
1st VP  Pauline Schwartz  Pauline.schwartz@gmail.com
2nd VP  Hania Shatzer  haniashatzer@hotmail.com
3rd VP  Alan Gordon  agordon106@aol.com
Treasurer  Joe Fingerman  joe@fingerman.org 
Financial Secretary  Frank Weissman  fjwcpa@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary  Melissa Gordon  Baronmel525@gmail.com
Recording Secretary  Ronnie Grill-Scheinson  babybud3@aol.com
Men’s Club President  Bruce Deutsch  bruceandevan@gmail.com
Sisterhood President  Debbie Zimmerman  debbiezimmerman@optonline.net

(In the case of an extreme emergency, before or after synagogue hours contact Rabbi directly on his cell phone 516-317-8397)

TRUSTEES 
Aaron Altman
Lisa Bloom
Carol Chorney
Len Cohen 
Les Cohn
Jeffrey R. Dubin
Stacey Feldman
Harvey Finkelstein
Jay Gewirtzman
Kevin Hellman 
Joel Hershkin
Gail Jospa 
Michael Kessler 

altman.tagroup@gmail.
comlabloom@gmail.com
cchorney50@yahoo.com
info@marlen-stamps.com 
lcohn1@optonline.net 
jeff@dubincpas.com
staceyf@hotmail.com
hsfinkelstein@gmail.com
enjinear@aol.com
khellman3@gmail.com 
balagan45@aol.com 
gjospa@optonline.net 
michaelkessler@levinebuilders.com 

TRUSTEES 
Doug Labovitz
Josh Levinson 
Yona Miller
Robin Nackman 
David Rosen 
Brenda Rosenberg 
Lisa Saffeir
Mark Sandberg  
Shari Slepian 
Robin Steinberger
Renée Steinig 
Norman Wieder

dlabovitz@yahoo.com 
joshlev8@gmail.com
ymiller@signaturepremier.com 
rnackman@mmm.edu 
sportzphan@aol.com 
brendarosenberg77@gmail.com 
lisa.saffeir@clevercookie.com
maspsy@verizon.net 
sharslep@gmail.com 
Robin6321@aol.com
genmaven@gmail.com 
norm295@aol.com

From our Executive Director Jacqueline Fogel
Beginnings are wonderful 
and full of excitement. They 
are a chance to grow and 
learn. How you approach 
a new adventure is very 
important and will determine 
your success. You must face 
new beginnings with hope, 
prayer and faith. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. said, “Take 

the first step in faith. You do not have to see the whole 
staircase, just take the first step.”
I am so thrilled to begin my journey here at the Dix 
Hills Jewish Center. I began in early January in the 
middle of the winter. Each day I was greeted by a warm 
and supportive professional team which included our 
clergy, professional staff, lay leaders, and congregants. 
Often these meetings were via Zoom due to safety.
My role here at DHJC is to ensure the smooth running 
of the day-to-day operations. I am in constant 
contact with our clergy, office staff, professional staff, 
custodial staff as well as the Board of Trustees. I plan to 
spearhead many projects during my tenure. 
It is my hope to continue to meet and support our 
members in the future. Please email me at 

execdir@dhjc.org to set up an appointment or call 
me at 631-499-6644 extension 10. Through our 
collaborative ideas we can continue to create and 
implement many programs that will meet the needs of 
our synagogue, family and community.   
Community involvement is clearly a passion of mine. 
My family supported our synagogue by volunteering 
for decades. This was a lesson learned at a young age 
by my brother and me. Learning the operations of a 
synagogue and how it can best serve the community 
is so important. The synagogue is a place of prayer, 
learning and community. My husband and I taught 
our five children these same lessons. How can we work 
together to make sure that we reach those in need of 
help and support in our community?
Our building is filled with our youngest students from 
the ECA each morning, sharing laughter and song and 
our religious school children Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons studying their prayers and Judaic history. 
They are the future of our congregation! DHJC is a 
vibrant community with so many members who are 
passionate and supportive of our synagogue. I look 
forward to taking each step together with all of you.
B'Shalom, 
Jackie
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Special Gifts Acknowledgment
Special Gifts:
• Sanctuary Seat from Lisa & Corey Streim in honor of  
 Ethan's Bar Mitzvah

Hanukkah 2020 Appeal:
• Lisa & Jason Bartow
• Jen & Eric Blitzer in honor of the Rabbi
• Rabbi & Laura Buechler
• Melissa & Brian Cohen
• Alan I. Cohen in memory of Judith Hevenstone
• Betty & Adam Cole
• Alison & Jonathan Deblinger
• Alexandra & Joe Fingerman
• Miriam & Dr. Harvey Finkelstein
• Elaine Fisher in honor of the Covid Survivors including  
 Susan Kreitzman and David Schwartz
•  Susan & Jeffrey Fuchs
•  Roberta & Elliot Gemunder
•  Janet & Jay Gewirtzman
•  Tina Gibbons in memory of Family & Friends who died from  
 Covid and those who Survived
•  Katina & Rob Goldman in memory of Mitchell Goldman
•  Irma & Sol Gurman in memory of Doris Meyers
•  Robbin & Dr. Howard Gurr in honor of the births of their    
 granddaughter, Marley Florence Cohen; and their nephew,  
 William Hallock Culver
•  Katherine Hartman in memory of Arthur Hartman
•  Ellen & Joel Hershkin
•  Ilene & Jerry Herz
•  Rachel & Mark Infald in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Dana Cohen & Vadim Izgur
•  Simone & Lenny Jacobs
•  Gail & Jerry Jospa
•  Linda Landow
•  Edith & Michael Lehrer
•  Ida & Gene Lesserson
•  Barbara & Barry Liebert in honor of their children
•  Barbara Messemer In honor of Alice & Gene Fossner's new home
•  Carole & Ronald Miller
•  Melissa Bernbaum & Jeffrey Neurman
•  Elissa & Brian Regenbogen
•  Adele & David Rosen in honor of the Social Action Committee
•  Maria Rosen
•  Brenda & David Rosenberg
•  Ronnie & Bruce Scheinson
•  Fran & David Shandel in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Hania & Matt Shatzer
•  Shari & Brian Slepian in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Renee & Steve Steinig
•  Sharon & Michael Steuer in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Gladys & Donald Stone
•  Sharon & Frank Weissman
•  Marcy & Ivan Weiss in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Deborah Yedwab in memory of Diana Leviter
•  Debbie & Steven Zimmerman
•  Ellen & Leonard Zuckerman

Cantors Concert 07/08/20 Sponsor:
• Bonnie & Steven Kanowitz in memory of Judith Hevenstone

General Fund Donations: 
• Nicole & Barton Ayres in memory of Judith Hevenstone

•  Lois & Jack Bialek
•  The Bocian Family in honor of Renee Steinig for the  
 Holocaust Programming
•  Julia & Mark Cassuto in memory of Jack Rosenzweig
•  Julia & Mark Cassuto in memory of Fred Grafstein
•  Carol & Alan Chorney in memory of Fred Grafstein
•  Barbara Cohen in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Eddie Cohen in honor of Janet & Jay Gewirtzman & Elaine Fisher
•  Dr. Bobbi & Barry Coller
•  Eric Diton in memory of Stephen Sacks
•  Sherri & Jeff Feinman in memory of Lila Eimer
•  Edie & Michael Feinstein in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Alexandra & Joe Fingerman in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Elaine Fisher in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Bonnie & Mark Goldstein in memory of Solomon Hillel Goldstein
•  Susan & Alan Kreitzman in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Philis & Joshua Kreitzman in honor of Stella's Bat Mitzvah
•  Linda Landow in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Marisa, Darrin, Aiden & Lucas Levy in memory of Stephen Sacks
•  Debbie & David Menashe in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of  
 Galina Hellman
•  Barbara Messemer in memory of Fred Grafstein
•  Barbara Messemer in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  The Rinzlers in memory of Theodore Goolst
•  Maria Rosen in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Betty & Samuel Roth in memory of Aaron Roth
•  Allyson & Jeffrey Rothburd in honor of Marty & Rhonda  
 Sherman's grandson
•  Neal Rothman
• "The Shabbat Group" In honor of Allan Field's 90th Birthday 
•  Hania & Matt Shatzer in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Sheila & Sid Sontarp in memory of Jack Rosenzweig
•  Rosann & Neal Spevack in honor of the Rabbi
•  Sarrae Crane & Jonathan Waxman
•  Roberta & Joel Wolinsky in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Edith & Sid Wunsch in memory of Judith Hevenstone

Martin & Dora Kreitzman Adult Ed Memorial Fund: 
• Helene & Philip Miller in honor of Susan Kreitzman's Recovery

Ruth & Sidney Weissman Bible Fund: 
• Julie & Brian Kelly & Family and Brad Feinstein & Family in honor  
 of Edith & Michael Feinstein's 50th Wedding Anniversary
•  Phyllis Pacheco in memory of Judith Hevenstone

Steven E. Goldenberg Memorial Siddur Fund: 
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in memory of Jack Rosenzweig
•  Eve & Sy Fischthal in memory of Moshe Muller
•  Robin & Stanley Helfner in memory of Lusia Eimer
•  Deborah Miller in honor of Jason & Rachel Braverman
•  Bella Singer in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Kira Schwartz
•  Roberta Sorgen in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Elise & Martin Teitelbaum in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Sheri & Bernard Vishnick in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Sheri & Bernard Vishnick in memory of Jack Rosenzweig

Maralyn & Harry Lipner High Holiday Prayer Book Fund: 
• Debbie Basner in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Debbie Basner in memory of Jack Rosenzweig
•  Marcia & Leonard Cohen in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Irma & Sol Gurman in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Geri & James Ripka in memory of Dina Leah Rosenzweig
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Special Gifts Acknowledgment
•  Sandra & Dennis Rosenzweig in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Faith & Jason Vishnick in honor of Lauren's Bat Mitzvah

Henry Lichtenstein Fund: 
• Phyllis Lichtenstein in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Phyllis Lichtenstein in memory of Jack Rosenzweig

Dr. Victor Gold Memorial Weekday Prayer Book Fund: 
• Debbie Basner in memory of Stephen Sacks
•  Marcia & Leonard Cohen in memory of Stephen Sacks
•  Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in memory of Jack Rosenzweig
•  Marilyn & Dr. Robert Garelick in memory of Dr. Elias Garelick
•  Marilyn & Dr. Robert Garelick in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Marilyn & Dr. Robert Garelick in memory of Jack Rosenzweig
•  Gail & Bill Kastenholz in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Gail & Bill Kastenholz in memory of Jack Rosenzweig
•  Carla & Allan Maurer in memory of Bonnie Tessler's father
•  Dr. Phyllis Pacheco in memory of Dina Leah Rosenzweig
•  Faith & Jason Vishnick in honor of Lauren's Bat Mitzvah
•  Elaine & Lewis Weinstein in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Elaine & Lewis Weinstein in memory of Jack Rosenzweig

Purim Masquarede Ball 03/07/20 Sponsor: 
• Miriam & Dr. Harvey Finkelstein

Library Fund Donation: 
• Shelley & Steve Borman in memory of Jack Rosenzweig
•  Cindy & David Soffrin in honor of Kathy & Mark Siegelheim's  
 40th Wedding Anniversary

ECA Fund: 
• ECA Staff in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Ronnie & Ed Schneiderman in memory of Steven Karp

Sandwich Making Program: 
• ECA Staff in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Tina Gibbons in memory of Family & Friends who died from Covid  
 and those who Survived
•  Tina Gibbons in memory of Judith Hevenstone

Religious School Fund: 
• Pauline & Geoffrey Schwartz in honor of Kira's Bat Mitzvah
•  Bella Singer in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Kira Schwartz

Social Action Fund: 
• Lois & Jack Bialek
•  Shelley & Steve Borman in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Elaine Fisher in honor of the Social Action Committee
•  Alice & Gene Fossner in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Arlene Jacobson in honor of the 50th Anniversary of Stuart Gordon's  
 Bar Mitzvah 
•  Gail & Jerry Jospa in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Gail & Bill Kastenholz in honor of the Social Action Committee
•  Ida & Gene Lesserson in memory of Judith Hevenstone
•  Lillian & Robert Lewis in honor of Janet & Jay Gewirtzman
•  Paula & Marc Saltzman in honor of Janet & Jay Gewirtzman
•  The Shabbat Group in honor of the Fossner's New Home
•  Elaine & Lewis Weinstein in memory of Theodore Goolst

Mazel Tovs and Condolences
Mazel Tov To:    
•  Bernice Goldberg on the birth of her great-granddaughter
•  Yona & Paul Miller on the birth of their granddaughter,  
 Margot Fischman
•  Karen & Ira Forman on the birth of their grandson 
•  Rachel Rosen on assuming the Office of President of the  
 Nassau County Hadassah region
•  Julia & Mark Cassuto on the engagement of their granddaughter,   
 Amanda Silverman to Adam Grossbardt
•  Robin & Brad Zamer on the birth of their granddaughter, Sage Cali
•  Sheri & Bernard Vishnick on the Bat Mitzvah of their  
 granddaughter, Lauren
•  Ellen & Stephen Greenberg on the Bat Mitzvah of their  
 granddaughter, Lily
•  Rhonda & Martin Sherman on the Bar Mitzvah of their oldest   
 grandson, Jack
• Carole & Ronald Miller on the engagement of their daughter, Deborah 
    to David Summers, and to Deborah’s sister & brother-in-law,  
 Lisa & Peter Braverman
•  Aaron Altman on the birth of his granddaughter, Elle 
•  Robbin & Howard Gurr on the birth of their granddaughter, niece of   
 Jill & Wayne Culver
•  Jill & Wayne Culver on the birth of their grandson, nephew of  
 Robbin & Howard Gurr
•  Stephanie & Glenn Teplitz on the engagement of their son Brett to   
 Shelby Schrier, and on the birth of their grandson, Ryan Blake, son of   
 Stacey & Justin
•  Michelle & Steve Seener on the birth of their grandson, Akiva Zvi, son  
 of Ashley & Elan, and their granddaughter, Ayala, daughter of  
 Elyse & Issac

•  Deborah & Bill Wolfson on the birth of their granddaughter,   
 Mackenzie Page Wolfson 
•  Meryl & Stewart Ain on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson
•  Rachelle & Len Berkowitz on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson

Condolences To:    
• Ellice Berg on the passing of her beloved father, Samuel Price
• Faith Vishnick on the passing of her beloved father, Stephen Sacks
• Ann Grafstein on the passing of her beloved husband, Fred Grafstein 
• Frank Ferrigno (DHJC Security) on the passing of his beloved mother,  
 Janet Ferrigno
• Wendy Frank on the passing of her beloved father, Irwin Griggs
• Esther Wieder on the passing of her beloved father, Moshe Muller 
• Karen Strickler on the passing of her beloved father, Theodore Goolst
• Jeffrey Eimer on the passing of his beloved mother, Lusia Eimer
• Cantor Steven Hevenstone on the passing of his beloved mother,  
 Judith Hevenstone
• Ian Morzan on the passing of his beloved grandmother, Elaine
• Dennis Rosenzweig on the passing of his beloved brother,  
 Jack Rosenzweig
• Michelle Goldstein on the passing of her beloved mother, Marilyn Ross
• Roberta Wolinsky on the passing of her beloved brother, Alan Bernstein 
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To all of our Sisterhood Friends, 
Past, Present and Future:
We’ve spent the past few months 

enjoying our time “together” at a 
fun night of Wine and Bingo, our 
Misterhood Saturday night “in” with 
Minute to Win It, and a virtual tour of 

Old Jerusalem. In February we invited our ECA and 
DHJC families to a Bingo event. 
March brings us a fabulous paint night with Betty 

Cole’s Off Your Wall Art where we will decorate oil 
and vinegar bottles to beautify our Passover tables.
We are also looking forward to a fantastic evening 
with DHJC’s own Meryl Ain and Town Hall favorite 
Esther Amini who will present their books in a panel 
discussion about family secrets.
As we look towards the spring, we’ve begun to focus 

on the task of moving Sisterhood into the future. 
Deborah, Lisa and I are stepping down from the 
Board and are looking for motivated candidates to 
continue the tradition. Sisterhood has been part of the 
fabric of DHJC since it was established over 50 years 
ago. We’ve planned social activities, many focused on 
Jewish culture and tradition. We’ve supported – both 

in spirit and financially – the Synagogue’s capital 
improvements and activities. We’ve been involved 
in special programming and buying supplies for the 
religious school, and have sponsored events, breakfast 
and get togethers for our Early Childhood Academy 
parents and children. We’ve joined with Men’s Club 
to run special Shabbat services and date nights.
Please consider taking a role in continuing 

Sisterhood as of July 1st. Our current Board will 
remain involved throughout the transition and will 
support you, as our former Board did for us when we 
began. If you’d like to find out more, email us, or call 
me at (917) 864-0703.
As always, our Judaica shop is there to help you 

celebrate holidays and special lifecycle events. Email 
us at dhjcsisterhood@gmail.com, or call the office 
to leave a message and we’ll get back to you. If you 
need Torah Fund cards, please contact Amy Mintz at 
(631) 807-9634. Check Facebook, email and other 
DHJC communications for information on upcoming 
events.
We hope to see you soon,
Debbie Zimmerman
Sisterhood President

Your DHJC Sisterhood



15

DHJC Men’s Club
In my first two months as 

President, I had two goals 
ahead of me. My first goal 
was to increase attendance 
at all the meetings and 
the second goal was 
working with the Men's 
Club members to create 
new ideas since we are all 
dealing with this pandemic 
the best way we can.

In the first few meetings we've achieved both goals 
right out of the gate. We also came up with new 
creative ideas while mixing with existing programs 
for the Men's Club members which seems to have 
increased the attendance.

We started up our Super Bowl Pool again and it 
sold out in three weeks! On February 20th we had a 
joint game night with sisterhood called, "Minute to 

Win it." A fun time was had by all!

With Spring Training starting in a couple of weeks, 
Men's Club is also starting up a Fantasy Baseball 
League and soon after that we will be doing a March 
Madness Pool as well.

Last but not least, are you thirsty or hungry? The 
Men's Club will be hosting a Scotch Tasting on April 
22nd & will also will be hosting a virtual cooking 
class in the near future. Maybe you will learn a 
new dish to make or get an idea how to improve an 
existing recipe you have.

Please reach out to me at bruceandevan@gmail.com  
if you have any questions.

Please stay safe!
Bruce Deutsch

DHJC Men’s Club Upcoming Events 

Scotch Tasting  
April 22 @ 8:00 PM 

More info to follow 

Fantasy Baseball League 

Final Four Tournament Pool 

Virtual Cooking Classes 

Please contact Bruce Deutsch at bruceandevan@gmail.com 
if you’re interested in joining any of the above activities. 

Upcoming Men’s Club Meetings 

• March 9 at 7:30 PM
• April 13 at 7:30 PM
• May 11 at 7:30 PM
• June 8 at 7:30 PM
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Social Action
CAN:  Community Answering Needs      We CAN accomplish anything together!       Thank you!

The mission of the DHJC Social Action Committee is to act 
in ways that empower others and treat them with respect, 
and to recognize that Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World, 
is an integral part of our Jewish heritage. The Social Action 
Committee of the DHJC works toward creating a more caring 
community and demonstrates the impact that we can have 
on our world.

It has been a year since COVID-19 put us into a different 
world. While the mission of our Social Action Committee 
has always been to do good, and encourage others to 
do good – in any way that we could – our role pivoted, 
was enhanced, as needs changed for people within our 
synagogue family, coordinating with the SYJCC in 
Commack, homeless shelters, sites for distribution of 
items for people in need, with food collections, and on 
and on. . .

Blankets -  
Arline Berezowsky has been 
crocheting blankets to bring comfort 
to hospital patients. At the time 
of the 93rd birthday of Arline 
and her husband Aaron, Arline 
made another five blankets that we 
brought to local hospitals. We thank 
Arline and look forward to many 
more of her beautiful blankets! 

Our coordination with the SYJCC includes the weekly 
shopping and/or delivery of food to seniors and families 
in need. More than twenty-five volunteers from the DHJC 
have weekly schedules or serve as substitutes. Data from 
Tina Block, the Chief Program Officer of Adult Services at 
the SYJCC, reports that we have shopped for 288 seniors 
and families, multiple times, and have delivered over 
400 pantry bags.That is the work of volunteers from the 
DHJC! Two of our volunteers – Alice Fossner and Paula 
Saltzman – were featured in a movie made by UJA about 
the programs for seniors!!

Michael Labovitz is one of our youngest volunteers –  
here are Michael’s words:
During these challenging times between the pandemic 
hurting people economically and creating social isolation, 
I wanted to create a positive experience for many people. 
Throughout the year, I donate money and food to various 
organizations, as well as donate clothes to people in need, 
and during this Hanukah season I felt the need to do more. 
I decided to help the DHJC Social Action Committee with 
their Holiday Collection for Children in Need Drop-off 
Program. Besides making my own donation,I was able 
to help set-up, greet donors, and pack up the toys, books, 

puzzles, art supplies, pajamas, hats and gloves so that the 
less fortunate could have a better holiday. During this event, 
I realized it would be a good idea if I could send Hanukah 
cards to people who received food deliveries. The cards would 
show that I cared, and it would be a pleasant addition within 
their food delivery. I was happy that through the Social 
Action Committee,Cooki Cohn was able to put me in contact 
with the SYJCC and I was able to give them one hundred 
cards. Hopefully, this allowed the people who received the 
cards to have a smile and a good holiday. I plan to continue 
to do more activities and help DHJC Social Action whenever 
possible as it is important to do what you can to help others.
Lorna Miro is a recipient of the kindness of our volunteers, 
and she expressed her appreciation in a letter to our 
volunteers – including a thank you to Michael Labovitz for 
his card!

Maureen Sukman had a unique way to contribute to our 
food shopping/delivery project:
It was important for me to express my appreciation for 
the wonderful Malachim (angels/messengers) who have 
been shopping/delivering food to “neighbors” who cannot 
get out because of COVID. After thinking of what I could 
do to let them know how great I think they are, I supplied 
face masks printed “Social Action Committee of the Dix 
Hills Jewish Center.”
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Social Action

This wonderful group does this 
job weekly, through the SYJCC, 
and deserves to be thanked 
many times over and hopefully 
the face masks will be another 
level of safety. Wishing them 
the strength to continue.

Debbie Biederman speaks about our December 
Delivering Holiday Cheer:
Once again, the DHJC Social Action Committee brought 
smiles to the faces of many of the Lend A Hand Project’s 
(LAHP) children in need. Holiday collections occurred during 
our Hanukkah festivities at DHJC. Special thanks to Karen 
Felber and the Hicksville High School Honor Society and all 
the brave congregants who came out in the cold to donate! 

Thank you all for so 
generously partnering 
with LAHP to ensure 
that we could sustain the 
Holiday Gift Program by 
providing toys and gift 
cards to local children in 

need.This has been a challenging year and the extra effort by 
the members of DHJC truly made a difference in the lives of 
many children and familiesin Long Island who are in greater 
need than ever.
Ida and Gene Lesserson take us from our December story 
to Purim for Children in Need:
It was our pleasure to participate in the Chanukah toy 
collection for the Lend A Hand Project and the collection 
for Community Housing Innovations, a homeless shelter in 
Commack. We brought a dozen huge bags of new children’s 
pajamas, socks, hats, gloves, and coats to the shelter. It was 
heartwarming to hear the expressions of gratitude! Before 
the pandemic, members of our Social Action Committee and 
other DHJC volunteers visited the shelter monthly, doing 
arts and crafts projects with the children, and bringing them 
books and snacks! The children were so appreciative and 

enthusiastic! Many 
of the children are 
presently learning 
remotely, spending 
almost their entire 
day at the shelter. 
The educational and 
recreational personnel 

are doing their best to offer the children educational and 
recreational opportunities. During our recent Purim activity, 
we collected a variety of arts and crafts supplies and materials 
for the shelter. They were most appreciative! The response of 
the community to all of our requests has been wonderful, and 

we look forward to ongoing Mitzvahs with the Social Action 
Committee!
In January in commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., the DHJC community truly lived his words: Life’s 
most persistent and urgent question is: ‘What are you doing 
for others?’
Ellie Austin tells us about that day:
Monday, January 18, was Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, a 
National Day of Service. All over our country, the call went 
out to help the less fortunate – those who are hungry, cold, 
homeless.Because of the pandemic’s continuing rage, the Long 
Island homeless population is rising quickly. More people than 
ever are out of work and must decide between buying food or 
paying rent. The need here in our own backyard is desperate 
but, as always, the DHJC Social Action Committee answered 
the call for help. My deepest thanks to all the volunteers who 
stood out in the cold collecting coats, blankets, scarves, gloves 
and non-perishable food to be donated to the Long Island 
Coalition for the Homeless, with a special thank you to Ellen 
Grebstein who also filled her car with donations and assisted 

with delivery to the 
LICH headquarters. 
Thank you to Frank 
for security and 
Juan for our set-up 
outside.With the 
DHJC community’s 
donations, we filled 

four cars to the brim! Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to this wonderful Mitzvah!
Deanne Jacobi reflects on our Monthly Meditation 
Program – now on Zoom:
In this world of Covid, days have lost their impact as they 
all merge into one another. Teacher Melissa Kurtz led us in 
meditation, and this day, had a color and flavor that we had 
forgotten. Melissa guided us through a spiritual awareness of 
the energy of Miriam, Ruth, Sarah, Rebecca, Esther, all our 
ancestors whose genetic code flows through us. Our Jewishness 
is our strength and through meditation we were able to focus 
on our humanity and empathy. We gained tools to respond to 
the sense of loss of control that Covid has brought and replace 
it with creativity and human values.

You are invited to join us at our monthly Social Action 
Committee Meetings – and help us make a difference.  

We welcome your ideas!
Thank you to Ellie Austin, Debbie Biederman, Deanne Jacobi, 
Michael Labovitz, Ida and Gene Lesserson, Lorna Miro and 

Maureen Sukman for your contributions to this page!
Cooki Cohn, Chairperson

Social Action Committee socialaction@dhjc.org

CAN:  Community Answering Needs      We CAN accomplish anything together!       Thank you!



18

Hanukkah In The Lot

Photos courtesy of Gene Lesserson Photography
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Hanukkah In The Lot

Photos courtesy of Gene Lesserson Photography
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Via Zoom  

March 7, April 11, May 2, 2021 
Sunday mornings – 11am-12 noon 

 
Join us as teacher Melissa Kurtz leads us in 
Kabbalistic meditation, using breath, chants and guided imagery 
to create a connection to the 
Divine Presence and bring about healing.  

  
The one-hour workshops  
are open to everyone, at all levels of 
meditation.   
No prior experience necessary. 
 
Please email to register and receive 

the Zoom link: 
socialaction@dhjc.org 

 
 

Dix Hills Jewish Center 
 555 Vanderbilt Parkway, Dix Hills, NY 11746 
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Photos courtesy of Gene Lesserson Photography

Hanukkah In The Lot
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At Gurwin, our philosophy is simple: 
If this were your mother, what would you do?

THE GURWIN FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES: Long-term Care • Short-term Rehabilitation 
Ventilator/Respiratory Care • Advanced Care • Memory Care • Palliative & Hospice Care • Adult Day Programs
Home Care • On-site Dialysis & Infusion Therapy • Assisted Living • Proposed Independent Living Community

FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES

gurwin.org  
631.715.2000 • Commack, NY

GUR039_SealApproval_BrandAd_Bubbe_Jewish_8.5x11.indd   1 2/28/19   2:02 PM
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19 HARNED ROAD, COMMACK
54 JERICHO TURNPIKE (MAYFAIR SHOPPING CENTER) COMMACK

Bar & Bat Mitzvahs
Life Cycle Events
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PASSOVER CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 
& SCHEDULE OF ON-SITE  

& ONLINE SERVICES! 

OPENING DAYS OF PASSOVER 
Thursday, March 25 
Fast of First-Born Services at 8:00 AM On Zoom & 
On-Site 

Saturday, March 27 
Shabbat & Morning Prayers at 10:00 AM 
Afternoon, Havdalah & Erev Passover Services 
7:15 PM On Zoom Only 
Kindle Festival Candles After 7:57 PM 
Recite Blessings #1 & #2 

FIRST SEDER in evening 

Sunday, March 28 
FIRST DAY OF PASSOVER 
Festival Services at 10 AM On-Site & On Zoom 
Evening Services at 7:15 PM Zoom Only 
Kindle Festival Candles after 7:58 PM 
Recite Blessings #1 & #2  

SECOND SEDER in evening 

Monday, March 29 
SECOND DAY OF PASSOVER 
Festival Services at 10 AM On-Site & On Zoom 
Evening Services at 7:15 PM Zoom Only 

*Link to All Prayers
Go to: https://dhjc.org/virtual-dhjc/ 
and click on Zoom link to all prayers 

EACH PASSOVER DAY FROM SAT. NIGHT 
MAR. 27 THROUGH & INCLUDING SUN. 
EVENING APR. 4 FESTIVAL SHABBAT, AND 
MORNING & EVENING PRAYERS USE 
PASSOVER ZOOM PRAYER LINK BELOW* 

CONCLUDING FESTIVAL DAYS 
Friday Evening, April 2 
Shabbat & Festival Prayers at 6:30 PM On-Site & 
On Zoom 
Kindle Shabbat & Festival Candles by 7:04 PM 
Recite Blessing #3 

Saturday, April 3 
SEVENTH DAY OF PASSOVER 
Festival Services at 10 AM On-Site & On Zoom 
Evening Services at 7:15 PM Zoom Only 
Kindle Festival & Yizkor Candles After 8:05 PM 
Recite Blessings #1 & #2 

Sunday, April 4 
FINAL DAY OF PASSOVER 
Festival Services at 10 AM On-Site & On Zoom 
(Yizkor Service will be held during our prayers) 
Evening Prayers to Conclude the Festival at  
7:15 PM 

The Festival of Passover Concludes at 8:10 PM 
All Hametz dishes and products which have been 
stored away during Passover may NOT be used 
prior to 8:10 PM 

*DAILY MINYAN SERVICES
DURING PASSOVER 

Prayers on Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday*  
& Friday Mornings On Zoom at 8 AM 

(*Thursday On Zoom & On-Site) 
Evening Prayers On Zoom at 8 PM 

Except Friday at 6:30 PM On Zoom & On-Site 
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Youth Group Update
We just began our “2nd Semester” of Youth 

Group in January and the fun continues! Virtual 
Escape Rooms, Pictionary, All Zoomed In, Edible 
Creations, 10 Minute Mysteries, and more! It’s not 
too late to join us.The membership dues are only 
$36 for the rest of the school year. As a reminder, 
we have 3 groups: Maccabees (3rd‐ 5th grade), 
Kadima (6th& 7th grade) and USY (8th – 12th 
grade)

On Friday, April 16th, we will be having a Youth 

Group‐led Shabbat Service. If you haven’t signed 
up to participate yet and would like to, let me know.

If you have any questions about how to join, 
any of the events, or our Youth Group program in 
general, please feel free to contact me so you can be 
a part of our DHJC Youth Group.

 Jason Goldberg
DHJC Youth Director
JasonGoldberg0909@gmail.com

My Dear Congregants,
Can you believe that half of the 
year is over? This is one of the 
things I will never get used to, 
how time flies when you are with 
children.
In the month of January, we 
celebrated Tu B’Shevat with 

a Zoom Mishpacha Program. We had a great 
Bingo game, and the winner was Hailey Drobner. 
Then we saw a video and had a conversation 
and the last thing on our program was baking 
cherry muffins. We also had a family project: 
Making a picture from vegetables and fruits. We 
received some beautiful creations, exceeding my 
expectations. We planted parsley in a Hertzel Chia 
pet, so we will have the greens ready for Pesach. 
We had a Class Feud competition between the 
grades, and seders in the primary grades.
Our sandwich program is taking place twice 
a month thanks to Lisa Mintz and our other 
volunteers. Our sandwiches are brought to 
the soup kitchen in Wyandanch by Lisa, and 

I understand they are very happy with our 
sandwiches.
I will share with you a beautiful deed. As you 
know, we adopted Sunrise Assisted Living 
residents. We used to go once or twice a month 
to do Kabbalat Shabbat with them. However, now 
we cannot do so ‐ so I asked the students to make 
Happy New Year cards and letters for them. I 
didn’t have enough for all sixty‐three residents. I 
wrote a letter and asked for more. That evening I 
got sixty‐three cards that were made by two boys: 
Ethan Grossman from 4th grade and his brother 
Liam from 2nd grade. What a beautiful thing to 
do!!!
On Holocaust Memorial Day, our seventh graders 
prepared big “We Remember” signs after having 
a teaching period about anti‐Semitism as an 
introduction to the Holocaust course they are 
starting.
And until next time, I wish you only good health!
Yours,
 Ricky Tadmor 

Religious School
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TTHHEE  SSEELLLLIINNGG  OOFF  LLEEAAVVEENNEEDD  PPRROODDUUCCTTSS  

  

The sale of hametz is an important part of our Passover preparations.  Hametz is defined broadly as all  fermented grain 
and grain products, as well as food and liquids made from them (even if only using a  minute amount).   Moreover, hametz 
includes dishes/utensils which are used during the rest of the year; therefore separate sets of dishes/utensils are set aside 
for Passover use.  (It is possible to kosher some dishes/utensils for Passover.  Contact the  Rabbi). 

 The Torah prohibits both the consumption and the possession of hametz during Passover.  Since financial  considerations 
make it virtually impossible to literally fulfill the biblical command to remove ALL leavened  products – it would necessitate 
destroying our year-round dishes annually before Passover – our sages  instituted the practice of selling our leavened   
products.  Thus Jews are reminded of the necessity to divest themselves of legal  ownership of all hametz during Passover. 

 This legal transaction is arranged by the Rabbi acting on behalf of those congregants who authorize him to sell their 
hametz.  The transaction transfers all hametz which may physically remain in the home to a non-Jew who has title to the 
hametz during Passover.  After Passover, the Rabbi repurchases the hametz, which we may resume  using. 

 You may sell your hametz by completing and: texting (516-317-8397); emailing(rabbibuechler@gmail.com), or mailing 
(DHJC –555 Vanderbilt Pkwy, Dix Hills, NY 11746), this form to Rabbi .  This must be completed no later than 9 AM Friday 
Morning, March 26, 2021. 

The custom we adhere to when Pesach commences on a Saturday evening is to store all hametz away by mid-morning  
Friday, March 26. We do not consume matzah until the first Seder on Saturday evening.  Our Shabbat meals are Kosher for 
Passover and egg matzah is used in place of hallah!  

  

 

 

It is customary to  contribute to the “Maot Chitim” (Passover food) Fund at this time.  
Checks are to be made out to the “NY Board of Rabbis Passover Fund” (tax deductible). 

I (We)______________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 

Do hereby authorize and designate Rabbi Howard R. Buechler as my (our) agent to act on my (our) behalf to sell and to  

transfer by transactions all Hametz (as defined by the Torah and Rabbinic Law) or whatever kind and wherever situated at my 

(our) residence at: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 Or in my (our) place of business located at: _______________________________________________________________  

All of the aforesaid Hametz will be sold in accordance with the requirements of Jewish law and also in accordance with the laws 
of the State of New York, and is intended as a binding legal transaction.  I (We) further state that the Hametz covered by th is 
agreement will be stored away at the above address and not used for any personal benefit during the period commencing no 
later than 9:00 a.m. on the morning of Friday, March 26, 2021 and concluding no earlier than   8:10 p.m. on Sunday evening,  
April 4, 2021. 

   This authorization is legalized by my (our) signature(s): 

___________________________________________________   and dated   _______________________  2021 

 My voluntary donation to the “New York Board of Rabbis Passover Appeal Fund” is enclosed. 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated 

Mehirat Hametz - Passover 

AAUUTTHHOORRIIZZAATTIIOONN  FFOORR  SSAALLEE  OOFF  HHAAMMEETTZZ  
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The Early Childhood Academy 
An Article From Miss Allyson
Winter has been a very busy time in our 

Three‐Year‐Old classes here at the ECA.
Our classes have developed wonderful 
routines. We talk about the weather, the 
date, review our letters and numbers, and 
sing songs during our morning Circle 
Times. The children can recognize their 
names, put on their own jackets, and 
clean up after themselves. Everyone loves 

Show‐and‐Tell, and of course Shabbat on Fridays is our favorite 
time of the week. Recently, we began sharing our Shabbat with 
our families via Zoom. The children love seeing their loved ones 
on the computer screen, and the families love getting a peek at 
what goes on in our classrooms.
The children had a fun time celebrating Hanukkah in their 

classrooms. They created beautiful Hanukkiahs for their families 
and learned all about the Miracle of Light. Hanukkah lent itself to 
the study of light versus dark and provided many opportunities 
for counting. The sound of music filled our hallways as the 
children sang many favorite Hannukah songs, both with their 
teachers and with Cantor Steve, who visits our classrooms two 
or three times a week. We are so fortunate to have him, and the 
children just love singing with him!
Miss Allyson and Miss Diana’s classes learned all about bears 

and hibernation. The children created individual and classroom 
caves and made adorable bears which were tucked in for a long 
winter’s nap. We then turned our attention to animals that do 
not hibernate and began our unit on Polar Animals. Penguins, 
seals, walruses, snowy owls, arctic foxes and polar bears joined 
us in class through songs, stories and crafts. We learned where 
the Arctic and Antarctic are on the globe, and practiced 
waddling like penguins. There was lots of sensory play as well, 
as the children experienced cool play snow and stretchy blue 
slime. Sensory experiences are not only great fun, but they give 
much needed tactile opportunities as well as foster our use of 
descriptive vocabulary.

Winter itself provides us with a wealth of learning opportunities. 
We’ve learned all about snow and ice, freezing and melting, the 
changing weather, how we should dress, and how to take care of 
our health. Our unit on pairs included ice skates, mittens and 
boots. Colorful, sparkly snowflakes decorate our classroom walls 
and windows.
It’s been “All About Trees” in our classrooms recently as we 

celebrated Tu b’Shevat. The children planted lettuce and parsley, 
which we look forward to using on our seder plates this coming 
Passover. We created beautiful trees that are on display outside 
of our classrooms and have been having fun singing songs all 
about trees. Everyone celebrated the holiday with our version of a  
Tu b’Shevat Seder, or as we call it, a “tasting.” Figs, raisins, apples 
and oranges are just a few of the fruits we sampled. We even 
baked cupcakes and a birthday cake for the trees!
When weather permits, we continue to play outside for a breath 

of fresh air. The children love playing on our playground, riding 
bikes, climbing and sliding. Many of the children have begun 
playing games such as “tag” and “hide and seek.” They are really 
emerging from toddlerhood to full‐fledged preschoolers!
In addition to our already busy days, many of the children stay 

for our after‐school enrichment classes. Art, cooking, creative 
building and dance are very popular, as well as multi‐sports and 
soccer/lacrosse. These classes provide our children with a safe 
environment for extra activities that keep them in our “bubble,” 
and are led by Miss Diana, Miss Laura, Miss Tara and Miss 
Allyson.
Lastly, our children have become little mensches, contributing 

coins to our Tzedakah boxes each week at Shabbat. They love the 
idea of giving to those in need. As a school, we held a sock, mitten 
and glove drive. It was a huge success, and the children happily 
placed their donated items in the big donation box. Thank you to 
all our generous families for your contributions!

Miss Allyson
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B’Nai Mitzvah - January-June 2021

Lauren Ayres
March 6, 2021

Daughter of Nicole & Bart

Kyra Raanan
March 13, 2021

Daughter of Randi & Jonathan

Molly Deblinger
March 20, 2021

Daughter of Alison & Jonathan

Rachel Braverman
April 24, 2021

Daughter of Lisa & Peter

Jacob Bergman
May 31, 2021

Son of Galit & David

Andrew Fuchs
June 12, 2021

Son of Debra & Lenny

Adam Kelly
June 19, 2021

Son of Julie & Brian

Ty Wilhelm
June 26, 2021

Son of Stacy & James

Kira Schwartz
January 9, 2021

Daughter of Pauline & 
Geoffrey

Galina Hellman
January 23, 2021

Daughter of Susan &  
Kevin

Emily Epelbaum
February 6, 2021

Daughter of Larissa & 
Alexander

Dani Scheinson
February 27, 2021

Daughter of Ronnie & 
Bruce

Julia Gordon
March 6, 2021

Daughter of Melissa & 
Robert

Sarah Millner
May 1, 2021

Daughter of Jill & Douglas

Kate Schweitzer
May 8, 2021

Daughter of Karen & Marc

Chloe Leshnower
May 15, 2021

Daughter of Hillary & Ron

Jordyn Steinberger
May 22, 2021

Daughter of Robin & Barry

Ella Linn
May 29, 2021

Daughter of Leslie & 
Michael
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