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1-631-661-0202
Great Neck

Manhattan

Lotsa Latkes... Lotsa Flavors! Get 1 Dozen FREE!!
Buy 3 Dozen Latkes,
Get 1 Dozen FREE!!
…and 25% OFF on each
additional dozen, too!
**Spinach • Sweet Potato • Zucchini • Plain Potato
Mix and match flavors! Treat family and friends!
Applesauce included!
**Flavored pancakes available Nov. 26 - Dec. 6, 2021 or by advance order at other times.

Hanukkah
Family Dinner
for 6 ... $159.99*

Scan QR Code for the full Hanukkah
Family Dinner Menu. Our regular
takeout menu is also available. Door
to Door Delivery arranged upon
request for a $10.00 delivery fee.

*Discount offer available November 26 - December 6, 2021.

2021 © Ronald M. Dragoon

Membership
Shalom! We are so
pleased that the New Year
has gotten off to such a
terrific start here at the
DHJC. We were able to
come together in shul for
Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. It was wonderful to
be able to watch the children
decorate our sukkah, and to
be able to be in the sukkah
together in person and
celebrate Simchat Torah together in shul. We are thrilled to
have recently delivered new member Shabbat packages, and
shared Shabbat and desserts with our wonderful new member
congregants.
We are pleased to welcome the following new members:
the Alexander family, the Dreyfus family, the Goldberg family,
the Hartley family, the Novitz family, the Oresky family,
the Plotkin family, the Wilbert family, Sandra and Charles
Homing and Lynne and Jack Schwartz. We look forward
to sharing many more simchas, holidays and good times in
months to come with all our members.
It is hard to believe that Chanukah is already upon us! In
Hebrew, the word Chanukah means dedication. During

what continues to be quite turbulent times around the
world, including right here in our own community, it is
more important than ever to stay the course and remain
dedicated to keeping our DHJC community thriving. During
the season of Chanukah, we can learn a lesson from the
Maccabees, that even when times are rough and things seem
hopeless, if we keep the faith and stick together, we can and
will triumph. It is vital that we continue to work together and
remain dedicated to keeping our DHJC membership strong.
If anyone knows of someone looking to join a shul, please
recommend our DHJC! If anyone has any ideas on how to
attract new members and/or keep our current members happy
and engaged, please let us know! Everyone is encouraged
to invite friends and family to any of our spectacular events
that are open to the community. We have a lot of work to
do, but we are confident that if we work together and remain
dedicated to keeping our synagogue the vibrant place we all
know and love, this coming year will be amazing!
As always, we are available to all our members should
anyone need anything. We wish you all a Happy Chanukah,
a Happy 2022, and all good things to you and yours in the
coming year!

		

Yona Miller & Ronnie Grill-Scheinson
Membership Committee Co-Chairs
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CLASSES WITH RABBI BUECHLER
Morning Classes are On-Site & On Zoom
Evening Classes are Zoom Only
11:00 AM Book Reviews (every other week)
Dec. 13 - Jan. 3, 17, 31 – Feb. 7 & 28
Each book is new & noteworthy

MONDAYS

8:30 PM Weekly Torah Portions
Dec. 13 & 20 – Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 - Feb 7 & 28
Join Rabbi for engaging & participatory discussions of the weekly Torah Portion

WEDNESDAYS

10:00 AM Jewish History Class
Dec. 15 & 22 – Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26 - Feb. 2 & 9
Bring your thirst for knowledge & coffee, and enjoy our Jewish History Class. An in-depth analysis of Jewish
history exploring dynamic epochs & epics of Jewish life in global history.

THURSDAYS

9:30 AM Jewish Journeys II
Dec. 9, 16 & 23 – Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27 – Feb. 3 & 10
A post-adult bar/bat mitzvah seminar.
This course includes selected topics ranging from Bible mysticism, Jewish history and current ethical and
moral dilemmas that confront Jews & Judaism.
7:00 PM Talmud Studies, Tractate of Moed Katan
Dec. 9, 16 & 23 – Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27 – Feb. 3 & 10
Explore the classic text of Jewish life laws & literatures as we delve into the Tractate of Moed Katan (in
English translation) & focus on the sources for many of the traditions observed in Jewish life today.
8:30 PM Is There Order in the Court? The Book of Judges Seminar
Dec. 9, 16 & 23 – Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27 – Feb. 3 & 10
Join us as we explore the Biblical texts that bring us into the Land of Israel and meet the charismatic figures in
the Book of Judges.

RABBI BUECHLER’S NEW MINI COURSES

Boardwalk Talks With the Rabbi

Thursday Mornings @ 12:30 PM to approx.
1:30 pm @ Sunken Meadow Park (weather
permitting*)
December 9, 16; January 6, 13, 20, 27
Meet at the Central Pavilion and then walk along the
boardwalk – stopping at half mile points for engaging
conversations with Rabbi.

*In cases of inclement weather, call DHJC that Thursday
morning at 631-499-6644 to see if walk will be held.
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The Jewish Richter Scale:
Four Uplifting Seismic Events in
Jewish History

Monday Evenings @ 7:00 – 7:45 PM

(on ZOOM)
January 10, 17, 24, 31
Join us as we do a deep dive exploring into four
extraordinary moments in Jewish History that have
defined/redefined Judaism for the Ages
1. The Promise & the Premise
2. Radical Rabbis
3. Spanish Splendor
4. Mediterranean Miracle

DHJCNEWS

From Our Rabbi
Dear Friends:
James Tiberius Kirk is
the television character
who was the captain of
the Starship Enterprise.
Star Trek debuted
on television in 1966
and William Shatner
portrayed Captain Kirk.
In the legendary opening words of each
episode, the viewer is reminded that the
mission of this space voyage is "to boldly
go where no man (person) has gone
before." On October 15, 2021, William
Shatner boldly went where Captain Kirk
never ventured! At the age of 90, this
actor actually traveled into space and
became the oldest person ever to travel
beyond the earth's atmosphere! This star
trekked on Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin rocket
for a brief actual voyage into space!
William Shatner, upon his terrestrial
return, was both emotional and
poetic in artfully describing his "most
profound experience," and marveling
at the immeasurably small line between
earth and space - the fragile boundary
between our oxygen rich atmosphere,
and outer space, which cannot sustain
humanity. William Shatner blazed a new
path as an explorer, and he shattered any
glass ceilings regarding his age!
That very same week, our Torah
reading around the Jewish world
narrated the earthly travels of Abraham
& Sarah (Avram & Sarai) as they
boldly blazed a path, leaving behind
their ancestral homeland of Haran and
ventured towards the Promised Land of
Israel.
Abraham and Sarah became trailblazers
as the first family of the Jewish people.
Their journey has become our legacy
and our North Star, their adventure is
the paradigm of our Jewish journey in
each generation. Rashi, the preeminent
rabbi of 12th century medieval Europe,
boldly captured the trailblazing aspects
of Abraham and Sarah, and their legacy
to the Jewish people. He stated that
Abraham and Sarah defined the Jewish
journey as an evolving eternal mission
to:
1. propel futurity to successfully
transmit our monotheism, cherished

beliefs and values to each successive
generation
2. advocate for justice for all
humanity and combat injustice
everywhere - a moral compass of
soulful grandeur that is the heart of
Torah
3. live life meaningfully by acting
with kindness and caring deeds daily
as Judaism affords every human being
dignity and respect
Every generation, and each of us, are
the heirs of the endeavors of Sarah and
Abraham, and this mission statement is
the dynamic voyage of Judaism.
With Thanksgiving and Hanukkah
soon upon us, we recognize the genius
of other explorers. The Pilgrims left
England seeking religious freedom,
and defined themselves as New
Israelites seeking their promised
land of America. They too followed
the covenant of Abraham & Sarah in
their Puritan version of propelling
the futurity, which became the
American democracy that we defend
in each generation. Remarkably, the
Pilgrims crafted Thanksgiving upon
the model of the festival of Sukkot.
For that reason, the dominant motif
of Thanksgiving is the attitude of
gratitude - a religious value that
is the caring and kindness Sarah
and Abraham gifted to the world.
Thanksgiving is the quintessential
American holiday precisely as it
incorporates the message of Sukkot the generosity of gratitude, compassion
and caring for others, as well as a
banquet of foods.
Thanksgiving weekend segues into
Hanukkah, which commences Sunday
evening, November 28. The Maccabees
were also trailblazers, demonstrating
to the world that the light of faith
can never be extinguished. Our
Hasmonean ancestors inculcated into
our world the indomitable spirit that
darkness and evil will never triumph,
as they became the first recorded
historical case of fighting for religious
freedom and tolerance. The second
century BCE Seleucid Empire denied
our ancestors their freedom to observe
and practice Judaism. The Maccabees
proactively battled against the darkness
DHJCNEWS

of injustice in order to create the light
of justice, freedom, and tolerance.
When the Maccabees recaptured the
Temple in Jerusalem in the year 165
BCE, they rekindled the sparks of faith,
justice and compassion in order to
propel Judaism forward. They kindled
the lights of the menorah to counteract
the darkness of their world.
As we celebrate Hanukkah, the
ultimate gifts transcend the presents
we give to one another. The gift of
Hanukkah and of Judaism is to boldly
propel the light of Judaism forward
through our observances and joyous
traditions, and to advocate for truth
and civility while combatting hatred
and bias in every generation. In a
world still inundated by pandemic, our
kindness, caring and compassion make
a difference daily.
Captain Kirk finally made it into
outer space in a wonderful brief voyage.
Hanukkah is our annual trailblazing
revelation that the light of our heritage
and tradition that commenced with
Abraham and Sarah is propelled by
us as the values of Judaism bring light
into a world darkened by pandemic,
incivility and prejudice. Hanukkah is
our gift to the world that Judaism has
the power to brightly illuminate and
provide deep meaning for a world in
need of paths forward.
In between the latkes, jelly donuts
(sufganiyot), pumpkin spiced cookies,
songs, presents and candle lighting,
consider the original mission of our
first Jewish family. Be inspired by
Sarah & Abraham and weave this
mission into the tapestry of our lives!
With blessings of a deeply meaningful,
bright and beautiful Hanukkah to you
and your loved ones from Laura, Yael,
Yair, Lev, Nadav, Aviva, Hillel, Jaclyn,
Liana, Elie, Tamar, Kobi, Noam and
me!
Shalom, and a most meaningful
Festival of Lights!

Rabbi Howard R. Buechler
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From the Desk of Hazzan Hevenstone
The sun is setting earlier, night
stays with us longer. The days are
getting colder, and the stars are
shining brighter. As we make our
way out onto our streets, bright
lights greet us. They are the lights
of the “most wonderful time of
the year,” our Hanukkiot, our
candles burning as we brighten
this beautiful holiday of Hanukkah
during the dark December days!
Hanukkah is a minor holiday – one that in America is
often celebrated as a “major” holiday. SiriusXM and Jewish
Rock Radio play nonstop Hanukkah music for the season,
school choirs sing I Have a Little Dreidel, we all hum our
favorite holiday tunes, dreidels start spinning, and there
is a festive mood in the air. It really is an enjoyable time.
Later in the month, you may go to your favorite restaurant
or mall where there are groups singing Christmas Carols
and Hanukkah songs like Maoz Tzur, I Have a Little
Dreidel, Ner Li, etc. If you look on YouTube, you will
find many artists that perform Hanukkah songs, like Peter,
Paul, and Mary (Light One Candle), and others.
When you ask someone what Hanukkah is about, the
answers vary from “a celebration for the Jews so they do
not feel left out during this time of year,” to “the story of the
miracle of the oil,” to “they oppressed us, we fought them
and won, let’s eat!”
In the Talmud we read: “… Judah Maccabee, and the other
Jews who took part in the re-dedication of the Second
Temple, witnessed what they believed to be a miracle.
Even though there was only enough untainted olive oil to
keep the menorah’s candles burning for a single day, the
flames continued flickering for eight nights, leaving them
time to find a fresh supply.” This wondrous event inspired
the Jewish sages to proclaim a yearly eight-day festival.
(The first Book of the Maccabees tells another version of
the story, describing an eight-day celebration that followed
the re-dedication, but making no reference to the miracle
of the oil.) (Source: https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/
hanukkah)

There is another part to the story as well. In history, we
know that once Alexander the Great’s empire fell, Seleucus,
one of Alexander’s generals, created a dynasty located in the
eastern part of the empire. At that time, the ancient land
of Palestine was controlled by Syria, whose population
followed the Greek ways and became Hellenized.
King Antiochus IV Epiphanes attempted to Hellenize the
Jewish people by force. As usual, all of our traditions of
circumcision, kashrut, and Shabbat were forbidden and a
statue of Zeus was erected in the Temple in Jerusalem. They
even had pigs sacrificed on the holy altar while erecting

other shrines throughout all of the Jewish cities.
“In 168 B.C.E., when imperial Syrian commissioner
Apelles arrived in the town of Modi’in, in the district of
Lydda, to see that the decrees of Antiochus were carried out,
Mattathias, a member of the clan of Hasmon and the priest
of the town, refused to obey him.” (Source: Great Moments
in Jewish History by Elinor Slater & Robert Slater©1998,
Page 12 – 13). After Apelles built a Temple and summoned
all Jews to follow the rule of the Syrian King, Mattathias not
only refused, but he killed a Hellenized Jew who did follow
the order.
Mattathias fled to the mountains with his five sons and
other like-minded Jews. They began surprise attacks from
their hiding places while protecting Jews who wanted to
continue to practice their Jewish traditions.
In 167 B.C.E., Mattathias turned the leadership of the
movement to his sons. The Military leader was Judah, who
was known as the “Hammer,” due to his military prowess.
Though a small group, eventually Judah the Maccabee and
his followers were able to remove the Syrians and take back
the Temple in Jerusalem, where they destroyed the statue
of Zeus and cleaned the Temple. They “re-dedicated” the
Temple and celebrated for eight days. Why eight days?
Because they were not able to celebrate the eight days of
Sukkot during the reign of oppression by the Syrians.
History tells us they began their celebration on the 25th of
Kislev. Eventually this became the holiday of Hanukkah
that we know today.
No matter which way you wish to believe, the miracle of
the oil, or the miracle of a small group of dedicated Jewish
warriors who defeated a larger foe, Hanukkah is a wonderful
time for us to celebrate.
May Hanukkah this year bring us joy, simcha, song, and
a re-dedication in our lives to our Jewish practices and
traditions. May we all sing the songs together, and light
our Hanukkiah to celebrate this wonderful miracle, and a
continued commitment to Judaism and DHJC.
Kathy, Nathan, Aaron and I wish all of you a meaningful
Hanukkah, and a safe and splendid secular New Year!
Chag Sameach!

Cantor Steven Hevenstone
Classes with Cantor Hevenstone
Mondays - Hebrew Literacy @ 11:00 am
Wednesdays - Trope @ 7:00 pm
Thursdays - Hebrew Literacy @ 7:00 pm
Reading Hebrew from the Siddur
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How the Statue of Liberty Got Her Pedestal
By Gail Jospa
Co-Chair High Holiday Caring/Kol Nidre Campaign
We are deeply grateful to those families who have
answered our call and donated to the High Holiday
Caring/Kol Nidre Campaign. Your continued generosity
clearly indicates how important our synagogue is to you
and your family. You understand and appreciate the
importance of maintaining the programming and services
on which we have all come to depend. You understand
that generous donations are needed to maintain our
building. We urge 100% participation of our members.
It is essential that we all participate as the donations
from the Campaign help us pay a large percentage of our
synagogue’s operating expenses.
The need for each and every congregant to participate
reminds me of how the Statue of Liberty got her pedestal.
In 1865, a group of French intellectuals decided to honor
the ideals of freedom and liberty with a symbolic gift to the
United States. The $250,000 cost of the Statue had been
paid for by France and the United States was to pay for the
pedestal.
When the American Committee for the Statue of
Liberty ran out of funds for the Statue's pedestal in 1884,
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newspaper publisher Joseph Pulitzer, a Hungarian Jewish
immigrant, came to the rescue. He promised to print
the name of every person who donated, no matter the
amount. In five months, 121,000 people – most of them
from the working and middle classes and inspired by their
own concepts of liberty- raised the last $100,000 for the
pedestal’s construction. Many of the donations were less
than $1.
We hope this true story of Lady Liberty will inspire those
who have not yet made a pledge to do so. We’re asking you
to give with your heart. Whether it is $18 or $18,000, we
are grateful. Please help to ensure that our Dix Hills Jewish
Center continues to stand tall, with her doors open to all
in our Jewish community, especially in these challenging
times.
Please contribute to our yearly campaign. To
easily pledge, use the new, dedicated email address:
DHJCDonations@gmail.com. Be sure to include your full
name. Your donation is payable anytime through June
30, 2022. We will publish all contributors names in our
March/April/May Scroll.
Thank You and Be Well!

Gail

From our President
As the President of a shul,
I often wonder how well we
are serving our members,
as well as the local Jewish
community.
In June 2021, Pew
Research concluded that
Orthodox and Reform
Judaism have the highest
retention rates of the three major branches of
Judaism. Sixty-seven percent of adults who were
raised Orthodox stayed within the Orthodox
community, and 65% of Reform Jews still consider
themselves Reform Jews. Unfortunately, the
percentage of people raised as Conservative Jews
who still identify with Conservative Judaism as
adults is a low 42%.1
What does this mean for us? Don’t worry! You
don’t need to run out and get a black hat or donate to
a fundraiser so we can put an organ in the sanctuary
for Shabbat! We do not have to change to the
Orthodox or Reform way of practicing to stay afloat,
but we do need to adapt.
There is no “one size fits all” approach to
Conservative Judaism. To some of our members,
being Jewish means attending services regularly,
while to others it means socializing with other Jews,
attending classes on Judaism, or getting together for
Tikkun Olam. We will continue to provide these
options for members to feel comfortable here at
DHJC.
When someone gave me the idea for Shabbat at
the Shore at Crab Meadow Beach, I was not initially
excited about it. I didn’t understand why we would

go to a (non-kosher) beach for a Shabbat service,
instead of sitting in the temple. However, there were
other Jewish organizations putting together these
types of social and spiritually Jewish events that took
place outside the synagogue, and they had been well
received. So we tried it, and the program has been
successful. Not only does it give our members a new
way to attend a Friday night service, it also engages
local non-members, and introduces them to us both
socially and Jewishly.
We will continue to practice Conservative Judaism,
and we will continue to adapt. We will maintain our
traditions, but also add new ones. Our priorities
remain serving our members, expanding our
outreach, and engaging more Jews in the local
community.
I invite you to email me at Pauline.schwartz@
gmail.com and share any recommendations for
ways to expand our outreach, or offer innovative
programming, whether on site at DHJC or
elsewhere. It is important we evolve and grow, while
staying true to our core values.
Kind regards,

Pauline Schwartz

President, Dix Hills Jewish Center

P.S. I apologize for writing about the beach while
it’s winter in New York. Maybe our next innovative
program could be led by our DHJC Snowbirds,
where they host DHJC families who live in New York
year round!
1
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/06/22/denominationalswitching-among-u-s-jews-reform-judaism-has-gained-conservativejudaism-has-lost/
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Monday Morning Book
Reviews with
Rabbi Buechler
11:00 AM
On Site & On Zoom
Each book noteworthy
& newsworthy

December 13
January 3

January 17

January 31

THE LAST JEW by Noah Gordon

In the time of the Spanish Inquisition, Yonah Toledano, the 15-year-old son of a celebrated Spanish silversmith, has seen his
father and brother die during these terrible days - victims whose murders go almost unnoticed in a time of mass upheaval.
Trapped in Spain by circumstances, he is determined to honor the memory of his family by remaining a Jew.

THE PASSENGER by Ulrich Alexander Boschwitz

Hailed as a remarkable literary discovery, a lost novel of heart-stopping intensity and harrowing absurdity about flight and
persecution in 1930s Germany. Twenty-three-year-old Ulrich Boschwitz wrote The Passenger at breakneck speed in 1938,
fresh in the wake of the Kristallnacht pogroms, and his prose flies at the same pace. Taut, immediate, infused with acerbic
Kafkaesque humor, The Passenger is an indelible portrait of a man and a society careening out of control.

JERUSALEM BEACH by Iddo Geffen

At once compassionate, philosophical, and humorous, Jerusalem Beach is a foray into the human condition in all its
contradictions. Through a series of snapshots of contemporary life in Israel, Gefen reveals a world that’s a step from the
familiar.

February 7

CRYPTO JEWS: THE LONG JOURNEY by Ron Duncan Hart

February 28

THE ANGEL and the CHOLENT by Idit Pintel-Ginsberg

March 14

March 28

April 11
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X TROOP THE SECRET JEWISH COMMANDOS OF WORLD WAR II by Leah Garrett

The incredible World War II saga of the German-Jewish commandos who fought in Britain’s most secretive special-forces
unit—but whose story has gone untold until now.

At one time Spain was the center of Jewish life in Europe. Most European Jews were Spanish Jews. But, Spain turned
against its Jews, who had been there for 1,500 years or more, even before the Muslims and before the Christians.
Eventually they left Spain for fear of their lives, and their descendants survived, still hiding, in remote colonies in the
Americas.
The Angel and the Cholent: Food Representation from the Israel Folktale Archives by Idit Pintel-Ginsberg, translated into
English for the first time from Hebrew, analyzes how food and foodways are the major agents generating the plots of several
significant folktales.

SUTZKEVER ESSENTIAL PROSE by Avrom Sutzkever

Fiction. Poetry. Jewish Studies. Translated by Zackary Sholem Berger. Introduction by Heather Valencia. Through Zackary
Sholem Berger's translations, Sutzkever Essential Prose brings to light for English readers the largely unknown prose of a
seminal Yiddish poet.

STATE of the HEART: Stories of a Humanitarian Israel by David Kramer

In State of the Heart, David Kramer takes us on a journey of Israel's humanitarian efforts that began more than 70 years ago
and continues unabated throughout the world today. In this extraordinary and inspiring collection of over 50 stories, personal
interviews, and photographs, David describes the benevolence and altruism that characterizes the nation of Israel.

JEWS DON’T COUNT: A Times Book of the Year by David Baddiel

Jews Don’t Count is a book for people who consider themselves on the right side of history. People fighting the good fight
against homophobia, disablism, transphobia and, particularly, racism. People, possibly, like you.
It is the comedian and writer David Baddiel’s contention that one type of racism has been left out of this fight. In his unique
combination of close reasoning, polemic, personal experience and jokes, Baddiel argues that those who think of themselves
as on the right side of history have often ignored the history of anti-Semitism. He outlines why and how, in a time of intensely
heightened awareness of minorities, Jews don’t count as a real minority, and why they should.

From our Executive Director Jacqueline Fogel
Our days have become
shorter, and the weather
has become colder. We are
spending more time indoors,
and we long for community.
We gather as families, friends,
and community to celebrate
the Festival of Lights and
dedication. We look forward to
our "2nd Night Out" Hanukkah
celebration on Monday evening,
November 29 at 6:30pm! Thank
you to our staff and volunteers for their planning and hard
work for this upcoming celebration!
Our DHJC members bring light in the darkness by
performing mitzvot. These mitzvot light our souls and
spread light into the world around us. There are so many
opportunities and experiences to be involved with at this
wonderful synagogue.
This winter, please consider joining one of the many
wonderful committees that are offered at DHJC. As a
volunteer, you have the power to change lives! I would love
to meet with you and help guide you to find your niche so
your light can shine. What are your interests and passions?
Dix Hills Jewish Center is your second home, and we need
your expertise.
One of the wonderful committees at DHJC is our
vibrant Social Action Committee, which provides light
to many in our community. Social Action helps to raise
awareness that residents around us need assistance, as they

plan and implement many meaningful programs to serve
the community. This winter, one of the activities of the
committee will be collecting coats and blankets to donate.
These acts of kindness offer those in need hope as well as
assistance. When we work together, we can accomplish so
much more than when we work alone. When involved with
this committee, many lasting friendships are made.
Another committee is the Facilities Committee, which
is responsible for making sure our wonderful building is
maintained and properly serves our membership. We really
need volunteers who can help us plan upcoming projects
around our building. This committee meets monthly and
assesses what projects to go forward with, as well as the
timing of the projects.
Our Membership Committee works to engage members
and assure that we are meeting their needs. They also meet
monthly and would love to hear your ideas.
This year “The Village” was formed. This is a joint
committee involving seniors from Dix Hills Jewish
Center and Temple Beth Torah. This committee engages
both synagogues in various social activities, and builds
community relationships.
I look forward to hearing from you, our members. How
can we all work together to keep our members and our
community warm and full of light during the long winter?
Please stop by and see me, and let’s begin…
B'Shalom,

Jackie

DHJC Leadership
RABBI
HOWARD BUECHLER
rabbibuechler@gmail.com
631-499-6644
CANTOR
STEVEN HEVENSTONE
hazzan@dhjc.org
631-499-6644
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
JACKIE FOGEL
executivedirector@dhjc.org
631-499-6644
INTERIM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PRINCIPAL ROBYN LOCKE
jewishlearning@dhjc.org
631-499-6655
ECA DIRECTOR
VICKI WEINSTEIN
dhjcnurseryschool@gmail.com
631-499-6655
YOUTH DIRECTOR
JASON GOLDBERG
jasongoldberg0909@gmail.com 631-499-6655
(In the case of an extreme emergency, before or after synagogue hours contact Rabbi directly on his cell phone 516-317-8397)
President
1st VP
2nd VP
3rd VP
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Recording Secretary
Men’s Club President
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Pauline Schwartz
Alan Gordon
Harvey Finkelstein
Jay Gewirtzman
Joe Fingerman
Frank Weissman
Melissa Gordon
Ronnie Grill-Scheinson
Bruce Deutsch
Niki Harel
Gabrielle Linzer
Randi Raanan

TRUSTEES
Aaron Altman
Lisa Bloom
Carol Chorney
Len Cohen
Les Cohn
Jeffrey R. Dubin
Stacey Feldman
Kevin Hellman
Joel Hershkin
Gail Jospa
Michael Kessler
Doug Labovitz

altman.tagroup@gmail.com
labloom@gmail.com
cchorney50@yahoo.com
info@marlen-stamps.com
lcohn1@optonline.net
jeff@dubincpas.com
staceyf@hotmail.com
khellman3@gmail.com
balagan45@aol.com
gjospa@optonline.net
michaelkessler@levinebuilders.com
dlabovitz@yahoo.com

Pauline.schwartz@gmail.com
agordon106@aol.com
hsfinkelstein@gmail.com
enjinear@aol.com
joe@fingerman.org
fjwcpa@aol.com
Baronmel525@gmail.com
babybud3@aol.com
bruceandevan@gmail.com
nassaharel@gmail.com
Gabrielle.linzer@hotmail.com
randiraanan@yahoo.com

TRUSTEES
Josh Levinson
Yona Miller
Lisa Mintz
Robin Nackman
David Rosen
Brenda Rosenberg
Lisa Saffeir
Shari Slepian
Renée Steinig
Norman Wieder, of blessed memory
Debbie Zimmerman

joshlev8@gmail.com
ymiller@signaturepremier.com
lisa@cshdesigns.com
rnackman@mmm.edu
sportzphan@aol.com
brendarosenberg77@gmail.com
lisa.saffeir@clevercookie.com
sharslep@gmail.com
genmaven@gmail.com
norm295@aol.com
debbiezimmerman4@gmail.com
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Men's Club Golf Outing
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Your DHJC Sisterhood
Shalom! We’re happy to
share that our year is off
to a sweet start!
Building a strong
Sisterhood community
of Jewish women who
support each other is one
of our biggest goals for the year, and we’ve planned
a year of events that we hope will enrich all of our
lives.
Thank you Deborah Firestone for leading our very
successful Honey from the Heart fundraiser, and
Sarah Rabinowitz for chairing the Sukkah decorating
committee. The Sukkah has never looked so festive –
we hope you were all able to stop by and enjoy it for
yourself.

We had a ball spending the night getting to know
each other at the virtual ‘Paint a Sign’ workshop.
Despite a couple of early pitfalls, we finished strong

and are ready to set up shop selling our signs at the
Sisterhood gift shop!
We kicked off the Sunday morning Mahjong class
– what a fun time laughing and learning over bagels
and Mahjong tiles! Thank you to our chair Vicki
Weinstein, and all of our volunteers for helping bring
Mahjong to a new generation of players. Lessons
continue through the middle of December, so reach
out for more information if you’d like to join in!
Most recently, we were lucky to have international
best-selling author, Alyson Richman, join us for an
informative, powerful discussion about her book The
Lost Wife. It was a thrill to have such an esteemed and
talented female author join our group for the evening.
We started the year strong, and hope you’ll join us at
some of our upcoming events:
• December-January: Virtual travel series, kicking off
with a “trip” to explore Jewish history in Argentina
• February 13: In-person Super Bowl party at DHJC
• March 10: Sushi candy making for Purim
• May 5: Paid-Up Sisterhood Dinner
Reach out to us at DHJCSisterhood@gmail.com
with ideas and feedback so we can continue to build a
stronger, better Sisterhood community. And remember
to follow “DHJC Sisterhood” on Facebook to stay up
to date on events!
We hope to see you soon!

Gabrielle, Niki, and Randi
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

DHJC Men’s Club
This year, the Men’s
Club has a lot to offer to
our present and future
members!
So many wonderful ideas
have been presented by
our members, and we are
offering many new, exciting,
and innovative programs.
Here are just a few of the
programs we hope you will
join us for:
• Ballroom dancing lessons for all who are interested. If
you have a wedding, Bar Mitzvah, or another formal event

coming up, or just want to learn or brush up on your skills,
this event is perfect for you!
• Comedy Night is planned for the spring, with a very
talented & funny comic, Tammy Pescatelli. She has appeared
on Netflix, in a special called Finding the Funny, she won
Comedy Central’s Standup Showdown, has been a finalist
on NBC’s Last Comic Standing, and has performed on The
Tonight Show!
Look for new events that are coming your way!

Bruce Deutsch
President
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Special Gifts Acknowledgment
Dedicatory Special Gifts:
• Sanctuary Seat Plaque from Jonathan and Alison Deblinger in honor
of the B'Nai Mitzvah of their children, Joshua and Molly
• Minyan Chapel Seat Plaque from Stuart & Bonnie Kamen in honor of
their son, Trevor's Bar Mitzvah
• Sanctuary Seat Plaque from Jill & Scott Kirschbaum in honor of their
children, Jake and Dean's B'Nai Mitzvah
• Minyan Chapel Seat Plaque from Karen & Marc Schweitzer in honor
of their daughter, Kate's Bat Mitzvah
Tisha B'Av Break the Fast Breakfast Sponsor:
• Avi Saks
Sukkot & Simchat Torah Kiddush Sponsors:
• Ellen & Peter Albert
• Shelley & Stephen Borman
• Barbara & Robert Drucker
• Edie & Michael Feinstein
• Elaine Fisher
• Janet & Jay Gewirtzman
• Barbara & Larry Gresack in honor of Edie & Michael Feinstein
• Susan & Alan Kreitzman
• Ida & Gene Lesserson
• Barbara Messemer
• Susan Reiss & Arthur Auster in honor of Edie & Michael Feinstein
Ruth & Sidney Weissman Bible Fund:
• Dr. Phyllis Pacheco in memory of Judith Hevenstone
Steven E. Goldenberg Memorial Siddur Fund:
• Pamela & Adam Goldstein in honor of their daughter,
Abby's Bat Mitzvah
• Robin & Stanley Helfner in memory of Doris Fand
• Barbara Messemer in memory of Thomas Messemer
• Dr. Phyllis Pacheco in memory of Dennis Rosenzweig
Maralyn & Harry Lipner High Holiday Prayer Book Fund:
• Deborah Basner in memory of Trudy Balizer
• Gail Chorney in honor of Alan Chorney's Birthday
• Sharon & Dr. Mark Fierstein in memory of Akiva Fuchs
• Arlene & Richard Morse in honor of the marriage of Sadie Pincus
to Ari Friedman
Dr. Victor Gold Memorial Weekday Prayer Book Fund:
• Nancy & Jeff Eimer in memory of Doris Fand
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in memory of Carmel Bentwich
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in honor of Rabbi Ezra Finkelstein
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in memory of Professor
Louis Finkelstein
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in honor of Michael Newman
becoming a grandfather
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in memory of Dennis Rosenzweig
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in honor of Elaine & Fred Roth
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in memory of Rose & Herman Samuels
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• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein in honor of Hillary & Andy Wohl
• Sandra Rosenzweig in memory of Betty May
Summer Fun Friday Oneg Sponsors:
• Sharon & Mitchell Chosak
• Edie & Michael Feinstein
• Emily & Alan Gordon
• Irma & Sol Gurman
• Linda Landow
• Ida & Gene Lesserson
• Linda & Martin Scholnick
• Sharon & Michael Steuer
Special Accommodations Subsidy Donations:
• Alan I Cohen
• Susan & Jeffrey Fuchs
General Fund:
• Ellen Bucholz in honor of Lee Grebstein's Birthday & Torah Reading
• Julia & Mark Cassuto in memory of Naomi Feller
• Carol & Alan Chorney in honor of Lee Grebstein's Birthday
• Gail Chorney in honor of Alan Chorney's Special Birthday
• Cynthia & Jeffrey Davis in honor of Lee Grebstein's Special Birthday
• Marla & Mark Fischer in honor of Lee Grebstein's Birthday
• Susan & Jeff Fuchs
• Marilyn & Robert Garelick in memory of Donald Zimmerman
• Emily & Alan Gordon in memory of Michael Becker
• Emily & Alan Gordon in memory of Akiva Fuchs
• Rosalind & Leonard Guber in honor of Abe Klein
• Linda Jacknow in honor of Edie & Michael Feinstein
• Bunny & Keve Karalitzky in honor of Elissa Regenbogen
• Bunny & Keve Karalitzky in honor of Pauline Schwartz
• Susan & Alan Kreitzman in memory of Jack Bialek
• Susan & Alan Kreitzman in memory of Alan Moskowitz
• Howard Kriegal in honor of Lee Grebstein's Birthday & Torah Reading
• Marion & Ronald Labovitz in honor of Michael Labovitz's Bar Mitzvah
• Helen & Donald Lerman in memory of their parents
• Anne & Howard Levine in memory of Doris Fand
• New York Dance Theatre, Inc in memory of Akiva Fuchs
• Anna Posner
• Mona Price in honor of Lee Grebstein's Birthday & Torah Reading
• Maria Rosen
• Sharyn & Roy Shanon
• Lori & Marc Sperber in honor of Lee Grebstein's Birthday
& Torah Reading
• Andrea & Sidney Steinberger in honor of the Auf Ruf of Sadie Pincus
& Ari Friedman
• Renee & Stephen Steinig in memory of Naomi Feller
• Sharon & Michael Steuer in memory of Jack Bialek
• Judith & Leonard Tabak in honor of Abe Klein
• Mindy & Mike Taragan in honor of Lee Grebstein's Birthday
& Torah Reading

Special Gifts Acknowledgment
• Eric Weiner in thanks
• Sylvia Winter in memory of Jack Bialek
• Ellen & Len Zuckerman in memory of Alan Leifer
Kreitzman Adult Ed Fund:
• Susan & Alan Kreitzman in memory of Marion Miller
• Helene & Philip Miller
Library Fund:
• Marilyn Plotz in memory of Naomi Feller
• Carole & Nathaniel Rothman in memory of those who lost their lives
on Swiss Air Flight #111 09/02/98
Social Action Fund:
• Ellie & Jeff Austin in honor of their son, Dr. Sam Austin on his 		
acceptance into a Critical Care Fellowship Program
• Linda Elberg in honor of Alice & Gene Fossner's
Wedding Anniversary
• Elaine Fisher for Holiday Food Program

• Alice & Gene Fossner in honor of Lee Grebstein's Birthday
• Alice & Gene Fossner in honor of Honey & Henry Pine's
Wedding Anniversary
• Bernice Goldberg in thanks to the committee
• Ava & Stuart Greenberg wishing a Shanah Tovah to Joanie &
Lenny Berkowitz
• Ava & Stuart Greenberg in thanks to the Chosaks
• Gail & Jerry Jospa for backpacks
• Susan & Alan Kreitzman to be used for school supplies
• Ida & Gene Lesserson in honor of Shelley & Steve Borman's
Wedding Anniversary
• Ida & Gene Lesserson in memory of Elaine Glick
• Ida & Gene Lesserson to be used towards school supplies
• Anne & Howard Levine
• Tema & Coleman Leviter in memory of Doris Fand
• Lisa & Jeffrey Siegel in memory of Alan Moskowitz

Mazel Tovs and Condolences
Mazel Tov To:
• Aimee & Nathaniel Steier on the birth of their daughter, Ria Eliza, 		
granddaughter of Mona Price
• Anastassia & Scott Blyer on the birth of their son, nephew of Lauren
& Jason Kurland, & grandson of Steven Blyer
• Linda Jacknow on the B’nai Mitzvah of her granddaughter & grandson,
Molly Grabois & Austin Grabois
• Linda Jacknow on the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson,
Cody Prager Peltzman
• Linda Jacknow on the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson,
Cooper Zachary Jacknow
• Debbie Basner on the birth of her granddaughter, Zoe
• Deborah & Bill Wolfson on the birth of their granddaughter, Wren Hayden
• Deborah & Bill Wolfson on their son, Matthew Wolfson, M.D. joining a
medical practice in South Florida after completing his Fellowship in 		
General Orthopedics and Sports Medicine
• Alyssa & Steve Peyser on the birth of their granddaughter, Josie Sky
• Eve & Sy Fischthal on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter,
Rachael Weiss
• Debbie & Mitchell Biederman on the birth of their grandson,
Conner Bruce
• Michael Newman on the birth of his granddaughter, Malka and
grandson, Melekh
• Debbie & Michael Picker on the marriage of their son, Gregory to
Jillian Haskel
• Karen & Richard Fleishman on the engagement of their son, Matt to 		
Rachel Geller

• Ellen & Stuart Gordon on the marriage of their daughter, Lauren to
Scott Horowitz
• Millie & Joseph Stansky on the engagement of their daughter,
Dr. Danielle Stansky to Nicholas Wright
Condolences To:
• Roberta Comerchero on the passing of her beloved mother, Ruth Nanus
• Lorraine Sperber on the passing of her beloved brother, Alan Leifer
• Vicki Feldman on the passing of her beloved brother, Alan Moskowitz
• The Feller family on the passing of Naomi Feller
• Philip Miller on the passing of his beloved mother, Marion Miller
• Wendy Frank on the passing her beloved husband, Kenneth Frank
• Cindy Schwartz on the passing of her beloved father, Donald Zimmerman
• Meryl Kravietz on the passing of her beloved father, Arnold Schaffer
• Maureen Weber on the passing of her beloved mother, Doris Fand
• Betty Cole on the passing of her beloved father, Akiva Fuchs
• Rabbi Gabriel Maza on the passing of his beloved brother, Jackie Mason
• Lois Bialek on the passing of her beloved husband, Jack Bialek
• Ellice Berg on the passing of her beloved brother, Jonathan Price
• Sharon Weissman on the passing of her beloved father,
Bernard Jacobson
• Ann Wieder on the passing of her beloved husband, Norman Wieder,
our esteemed member and friend
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May the lights of
Hanukkah usher
in a better world
for all
Humanity!

HAPPY
HANUKKAH
FIRST CANDLE LIT
ON SUNDAY
EVENING
NOVEMBER 28

The Lighting of Hanukkah Lights
Candles are hypnotic. The collected blaze of the hanukkiyah invites reflection. When we look into the flames, we remember more than we
know, and feel more than we can express. Flames work that way.
The first blessing is the birkat mitzvah. It follows the familiar formula “who made us holy with the mitzvot, and made it a mitzvah for us to…”
Mitzvot are preceded or followed by a brakhah using this formula. It focuses our attention and defines the action as one which will lead to
meaning.
The second blessing is she’asah nissim la’avoteninu. It connects our actions on each night of Hanukkah to those of the first Hanukkah. It
states, “who performed miracles for our ancestors, in those days at this time of year.” We connect our present actions to our people’s
history. We reflect on our own understanding of miracles. In reenacting the first Hanukkah, we search for its meaning.
The third blessing is the she-he-heyanu. It is said on the first night of Hanukkah and at the beginning of most special Jewish events. It thanks
God “for giving us life, sustaining us, and helping us to reach the moment.” It sets the moment apart as a special time.
Rituals mean more than we can explain. In lighting the hanukkiyah we conjure our memories of the Maccabees, of the first Hanukkah, of the
meaning of dedication. Even without full explanation and even without firm conclusions, we make them part of who we are. The Hebrew
phrases lead us to gaze into the flames and reflect. To fully understand Hanukkah, just watch your children watching their candles.
Hanukkah is the single event which unifies the greatest number of Jews. Its history and its temporal nexus fill it with meaning. It is a
moment rich in opportunity.
(Excerpted from Building Jewish Life, published by Torah Aura

Hannukah Gifts Which Make Lasting Jewish Impressions

Gift giving is a recent custom at Hanukkah time.
Whether you give one gift or several to friends and family members, add the following to your list.
Make One Gift a Jewish Gift!
Gifts go beyond dreidels or chocolate gelt. There are many meaningful gifts of quality Judaica which can truly brighten Hanukkah for every
aged person.

Jewi
Consider
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

the following gifts in all price ranges.
Jewish Music cd’s or gift subscriptions to Spotify
Jewish films from children’s tapes, to movies to cooking.
Go beyond the Hanukkah menorahs (though there are many great Hanukkiyot to choose from) and give Kiddush cups, Shabbat
candlesticks, mezuzah and kosher parchment, new challah covers, etc.
Apps and games which are powerful and exciting Jewish gifts.
Books of a Jewish nature – YES, books are still available!
Jewish magazines and periodicals
Puzzles and toys which focus on Jewish themes

These great gift ideas and many more can be found by exploring the Sisterhood gift shop and other local Judaica stores.
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November 28

November 29

November 30

December 1

December 2

December 3

no later than 4:10 pm

December 4

no earlier than 5:14 pm

December 5
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Shabbat at the Shore

Photos courtesy of Gene Lesserson Photography
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Tashlich at the Shore

Photos courtesy of Gene Lesserson Photography
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Tashlich at the Shore

Photos courtesy of Gene Lesserson Photography
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Social Action
CAN: Community Answering Needs

We CAN accomplish anything together!

The mission of the DHJC Social Action Committee is to act
in ways that empower others and treat them with respect,
and to recognize that Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World,
is an integral part of our Jewish heritage. The Social
Action Committee of the DHJC works toward creating a
more caring community and demonstrates the impact that
we can have on our world.
Alice Fossner outlines some of our activities – with
some of her personal experiences
I feel so fortunate to be part of the Social Action Committee
at our synagogue, the Dix Hills Jewish Center. Under the
motivating leadership of our tireless Cooki Cohn (and her
right hand Les) we are an outstanding group of doers.
While the long-lasting Covid situation has limited our many
in-person activities, we continue with our mission to improve
the world around us - Tikkun Olam. Here is just a brief list
of some of our
activities: writing
birthday cards to
residents in Gurwin
Nursing Home;
collecting school
supplies, clothing
and toiletries for
homeless shelters
and others in need;
educating our
community about
the environment and about our health; supporting Holocaust
education for students; and feeding those in need of food.
Thank you, our synagogue community, for your amazing
generosity during our many collections!
A large group of our volunteers has been delivering food
to homebound seniors for the past twenty months - a food
program that we coordinate with the SYJCC. Personally, it
has been a most heartwarming experience for me, seeing
how much it means to these elderly people to have even brief
personal contact and conversations. Receiving food delivery
becomes almost not as important as the personal interaction.
One lady is so happy to always show me what she has knitted
or crocheted recently. And my 100-year old friend is just
grateful to chat about anything - from current events to his life
experiences.
A big Yasher Koach to all volunteers! May you continue to go
from strength to strength!
Fran Hershkowitz, our High Holiday Food Drive
Coordinator, reflects on our work
To know is to care, to care is to act, to act is to make a difference.
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Thank you!

-Harry Chapin, Founder, Long Island Cares
From September 9 through September 30, 2021 the Social
Action Committee conducted its annual High Holiday Food
Drive. Once again our DHJC family beautifully supported this
effort to assist those who face food insecurity by donating nonperishable Kosher food items. Between the dropped off food,
the online purchases through YouGiveGoods, and additional
generous cash donations, we collected and donated 1775 lbs.
of food to Long Island Cares! This food was distributed to three
Kosher food pantries.
While life has moved
more toward normal
for many of us, for too
many it continues to be
a daily struggle. In their
summer newsletter,
Long Island Cares stated
that there was a 63%
increase in need this
past year. It is through
kindness, support, and generosity of donors that they are able
to provide a wide array of services.
Our Social Action Committee appreciates your caring and
action, and wants to thank everyone who contributed to the
success of the food drive. Thank you to Rabbi Buechler for his
announcements during the High Holiday services. Thank you
to the DHJC Staff: Juan, Frank, Dawn, Tina, Ellen and Jackie
for all their assistance. Thanks to all who contributed food,
to those who helped promote the drive, and to the committee
members who set up bags and collected the bags of food on
drop off day. Another great group effort!

Tema Leviter – on our Earth!
Climate change – the extreme weather events we experienced
last summer - is reality. Judaism, having evolved from an
agrarian society, has a complex relationship with the natural
world. Succot, Pesach, and Shavuot, the pilgrimage festivals,
are prime examples of the dependence of our ancestors on the
regularity of the seasons.
This dependence, not just by Jews but also by the entire
population of the planet, continues to this day. Mass migration
all over the world is due, in part, to land previously used for
agriculture no longer being viable due to climate change.
The Social Action Committee recognizes the need for action
by each one of us to work to mitigate the crisis. Every action
that we take, from the smallest to the largest, will help mitigate
this disaster. We cannot leave the job to others. To this end, we
are sponsoring a series of programs on ways we can each help.
In October we had a workshop for the entire community on

Social Action
CAN: Community Answering Needs

We CAN accomplish anything together!

Making the Connection: Judaism, Food, Climate and You with
guest speaker Becky O’Brien, Director of Food and Climate at
Hazon, the Jewish environmental organization.
As Jews, we are responsible for taking care of and repairing our
world. Even the smallest step is moving forward in the right
direction. Please be part of the movement. Share your ideas
with us on how we can each individually, and as a group, make
a difference for our environment, for our world.

Debbie Biederman speaks about our Hanukkah
Holiday Collection for Kids
The DHJC Social Action Committee is continuing our
tradition of collecting holiday gifts for local children in need.
These gifts will be provided to children who are amongst the
1000+ Long Islanders that The Lend a Hand Project serves.
As our congregants have generously given in the past, we are
asking that you consider donating gift cards or new games/
small toys for children ages 3 to 12.
In addition, we are collecting new hats, gloves, mittens,
diapers, baby formula and laundry detergent for children in a
local shelter.
The challenges of this year have been great for all of us,
especially those less fortunate in our community who are
struggling with unimaginable issues. Make a difference.
Please drop off
your gift cards/toy
donations and shelter
items to the DHJC
during the week of
November 22 or at
the Hannukah 2nd
Night Out event on Monday November 29.
We promise to bring smiles to the children's faces.

Ida Lesserson speaks about our work for a local
homeless shelter
It continues to be an honor and inspiration to serve on the
Social Action Committee.
Each month on our Zoom meetings I am awed by the evergrowing variety of programs that are being offered under
Cooki Cohn's excellent leadership!
As retired teachers, Edie Feinstein and I have derived
much satisfaction from helping the children who reside
at Community Housing Innovations, a homeless shelter in
Commack.
Before our activities were curtailed by Covid, a dedicated
group of Social Action Committee members and other DHJC
congregants visited the shelter monthly, doing arts and crafts

Thank you!

activities with the children, and bringing them books and
snacks.
Unfortunately we are no longer able to visit in person, but we
have maintained close contact with the shelter personnel. A
representative from
the shelter attended
one of our Zoom
meetings and gave
a very informative
presentation to our
committee.
Through the generosity
of our DHJC Members
we have had a number
of successful collections for the families who reside at the
shelter. We have brought winter clothing including hats,
gloves, pajamas, socks, and jackets as well as school and art
supplies.
We have been in touch with the Shelter personnel,
coordinating the current needs of the residents. At their
suggestion, for our Hanukkah Holiday collection, donations
of children's hats, gloves, mittens, baby formula, diapers, and
laundry detergent would be appreciated. In January we will
collect women's hygiene projects!
We hope that at some point we will be able to resume our
in-person visits with the children, but in the meantime we can
all be Mitzvah Makers and help brighten the holidays for those
less fortunate!

Ellie Austin introduces our project: Meatless Mondays
& More!! A Project for our Earth!
If you are like me, you can never have enough recipes to try.
And if you are also like me, you want to lean towards the
creative but healthier side of cooking. Introducing Meatless
Mondays & More! You don’t need to be a vegetarian/vegan to
appreciate a dish based on vegetables, beans, grains and fresh
fruits. Try one as a side dish or experiment with incorporating
Meatless Mondays into your weekly menu. Please send us
your meatless recipes to recipes@dhjc.org and we will select a
couple to highlight in the next issue of The Scroll!

You are invited to join us at our monthly Social Action
Committee Meetings –and help us make a difference.
We welcome your ideas!
Thank you to Ellie Austin, Debbie Biederman,
Alice Fossner, Fran Hershkowitz, Ida Lesserson,
Tema Leviter for contributions to this page!
Cooki Cohn, Chairperson
Social Action Committee • socialaction@dhjc.org
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At Gurwin, our philosophy is simple:
If this were your mother, what would you do?

gurwin.org
F AMILY OF H EALTHCARE S ERVICES

631.715.2000 • Commack, NY

THE GURWIN FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES: Long-term Care • Short-term Rehabilitation
Ventilator/Respiratory Care • Advanced Care • Memory Care • Palliative & Hospice Care • Adult Day Programs
Home Care • On-site Dialysis & Infusion Therapy • Assisted Living • Proposed Independent Living Community
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Dix Hills Jewish Center

Join Us Shabbat Afternoons
for our Illuminating Havdalah
Prayers.
&
Question & Answer Time with
Rabbi Buechler
Times listed on our weekly
Constant Contacts
Generally Zoom Only
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Bar & Bat Mitzvahs
Life Cycle Events

19 HARNED ROAD, COMMACK
54 JERICHO TURNPIKE (MAYFAIR SHOPPING CENTER) COMMACK
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FRIEDMA
AN REAL ES
STATE TAX
X REDUCTIO
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A
Allow
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ualified exp
perts in tax assessmen
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ou lower yo
our taxes.
Mark & Debrra Friedman an Attorneyy and Licenssed Tax Grie
M
ever team ha
ave been gettting Long Issland
h
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s large tax breaks for years.
●
●
●
●
●

Our personalized
p
d service ressults in deep reductions!
There
e are no upffront fees.
Let us win for you
u!
f is 50% of
o the first year’s savingss,
Our fee

App
ply online
e Now: ww
ww.TAXRE
EDUCTIONLI.COM/Ap
pply-Now
CALL
C
for a FR
REE PHONE
E ANALYSIS
S (516) 776
6-4744

* Get $75
***
5 off on you
ur grievance
e if you sign
n up using code DHJC
C ***

MATH
TUTORING SERVICES
**ALL SUBJECTS**
15+ years experience

RONEN PELED

(646) 717-2121

Rpeled123327@gmail.com
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Hanukkah is Coming!
Make the holiday better
for a child in need!

Please Drop-off Donations at the DHJC
2nd Night Out Celebration - Monday, November 29, 2021 or before

Items will be donated to
The Lend A Hand Project and a local Homeless Shelter

Requested Donations NEW
Unwrapped small toys, games, books, puzzles for ages 3-12

Gift Cards

NEW Children’s Hats, Gloves, Mittens
Baby Diapers - Formula
Laundry Detergent

socialaction@dhjc.org

IT’S
OFFICIAL!
WE HAVE RE-OPENED!
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

Department of Human Services Senior Citizens Division

ADULT DAY CARE

423 PARK AVENUE • HUNTINGTON • 631-351-3293 • Email: Amy.Geist@HuntingtonNY.gov
Our program provides a caring, supervised environment for the impaired, mature adult residing in
Suffolk County. It promotes social interaction with peers, emotional support, intellectual stimulation
and physical activity. We welcome people with dementia and Alzheimer’s disease.
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
Chad A. Lupinacci, Supervisor

Mark Cuthbertson Eugene Cook
Councilman
Councilman

Joan Cergol
Councilwoman

Edmund J.M. Smyth
Councilman
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Religious School
Dear Congregants,
It is such a pleasure to hear the
sounds of laughter of children in the
halls of our Religious School! We are off
to a great start with over 100 students
beginning the school year. Welcome to
our many new families who have joined
our DHJC family.
Children in grades Gan through
Zayin are actively engaged in learning.
Our Kick-off and Sukkot programs brought energy to begin a
new school year!
Pizza in the Hut was a huge success as the children made
beautiful crafts and enjoyed pizza in our fantastic Sukkah
alongside the ECA students. It was a fun time for all!
Our family programing is geared toward all age groups.
Our first Family Education Program involved parents and
children together learning about Abraham and Noah. We
began a kindness/rainbow rock garden to emphasize that
“To be a Jew is to care for others.” Our garden continues to
grow with each class adding their own rocks.
Our Tzedakah sandwich-making project is in full swing
with all grades participating in Tikkun Olam, repairing the
world in our own neighborhood for the Mercy Inn Soup
Kitchen. Each class will have the opportunity to prepare

250 sandwiches (once in the fall and once in the spring) to
nourish the hungry.
We look forward to our Chanukah “2nd Night Out”
celebration, bringing children, parents, and congregants
together in a multi-generational celebration of Chanukah as
a community. We will combine song, crafts, food, and candle
lighting for a memorable evening.
The Junior Congregation services have been thoughtfully
designed for students in 3rd - 6th grades. With a
combination of meaningful prayer, games, discussions,
and of course challah, the children share in a beautiful
experience.
Zayin students continue to engage with Rabbi Buechler on
Sundays for Brunch, which has shown to be very interesting
and enlightening for all.
We look forward to sharing services with the congregation
for Friday night, Saturday morning, and Havdalah beginning
in mid-January.
I look forward to the winter months, building connections
with our students, parents and congregants. My door is
always open, so stop by and say hello.
B’Shalom,

Robyn Locke

Education Director, Religious School

Youth Group Update
So far, the year is off to a great start! We’ve had a handful
of meetings for each group, and a couple of trips too. It’s
definitely nice to be back on-site at DHJC again.
To remind everyone, our regular meetings are:
• Maccabees (Grades 3-5) Wednesdays 6:45, or directly
		 from Hebrew school until 8pm twice a month
• Kadima (Grades 6 & 7) Mondays, 6:45, or directly 		
		 from Hebrew school until 8pm, on a weekly basis
• USY (Grades 8-12) Sunday evenings twice a month,
		 with off-site trips and events on the other available 		
		 Sundays of the month.

Since Maccabees and Kadima come directly from Hebrew
School, a light dinner is served. All groups will be having
their Chanukah Celebrations soon, and the fun times will
continue well into 2022!
It’s never too late to be a part of the DHJC Youth Group!
If you have any questions about the Youth Group program,
or how to register, feel free to reach out to me.

See you at the next meeting!

Jason Goldberg

DHJC Youth Director
JasonGoldberg0909@gmail.com
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Celebrate this ancient, yet thoroughly modern minor festival in the Jewish calendar! Tu B’Shevat is the
New Year of the Trees and affirms our commitment to safeguarding the environment. Demonstrate our
links to Israel and our stewardship of the eco-system as follows:
1. On Sunday evening or any time Monday add a SEDER PLATE to your meal consisting
of 15 (TU in Hebrew =15) fruits, dried fruits/nuts that represent the natural bounty in this world.
Enjoy Israeli wine, as well, as Tu B’Shevat is the harbinger of spring (in Israel). You can also often
Find in local supermarkets Israeli cakes, cookies, and candies as well for your Tu B’Shevat Seder.
2. It is meritorious to be eco-friendly on Tu B’Shevat and year round.
Resolve to be more environmentally sensitive.
3. Deepen our connections to Israel by:
A) Purchasing tree certificates for a tree to be planted on your behalf in Israel.
(go to jnf.org — also a link found on our dhjc.org home page).
B) Book a trip to Israel to celebrate the blessing of our people and land.
(call your travel agent or book on line).
4. Support those organizations that protect and preserve our environment locally and globally
by making a donation to the eco-friendly organization(s) of your choice.
Tu B’Shevat starts with trees, fruits, & nuts in magical home celebrations all predicated upon our core Jewish values that link us to Israel
and being guardians and stewards of the environment.
For inspiring Tu B’Shevat ideas go to hazon.org and
See their Celebrate Tu B’Shevat on the home page,
for family friendly Tu B’Shevat texts, ideas, & songs!
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Decorating The Sukkah
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The Early Childhood Academy Fall Festival
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The Early Childhood Academy
As we say at the Dix Hills Jewish
Center ECA, “Where Children Bloom!”
Well, that certainly is the case!!! Our
school year started off better than we
could have imagined. Thanks to all the
families that trusted us during the past
year, and all the new incoming families,
our school is almost filled to capacity!
Most of our amazing teachers returned
and we have been so lucky to have some
new creative and loving teachers join our family. Welcome
Miss Melissa, Miss Karin, Miss Lisa, and Miss Stacy.
We transformed our toddler gym and teacher’s lounge into
our second and third Two’s classrooms. We began making
changes to improve our school by having all of our classrooms
repainted, as well as purchasing new furniture and lots of great
toys and supplies. Next up, we will be giving our bathrooms
an update with new sinks, countertops, toilets and paint. Most
exciting though was replacing our pea gravel floor with new
rubber flooring in our toddlers outdoor playground. We are
currently planning to re-do the rest of the playground.
Aside from the physical changes, our program continues
to thrive where it matters most - in creativity, academics,
enrichment and friendship. We celebrated the holiday of Rosh
Hashanah with apples and honey for snack, art projects that
included apple stamping, and of course lots of music! All of our
classes made something to contribute to the synagogue sukkah.
What would Sukkot be without having a snack/meal in the
Sukkah. To celebrate the last day of Sukkot, the children made

flags and marched through the school.
We also celebrated the start of the school year with our
Annual Kickoff. The ECA, Hebrew School and Youth Group
enjoyed a beautiful day of arts and crafts, bouncy toys and
above all, family time.
One of the highlights of Fall for the ECA is our annual trip to
White Post Farms. It was the best one yet! The children loved
feeding the animals, going on a hayride, picking a pumpkin
from the pumpkin patch, and dancing to some country tunes.
Of course seeing Miss Amy dressed up as a cow - an ECA
tradition - was a sight to see.
In keeping with the season, The ECA hosted our own Fall
family festival. Each child got to decorate their own pumpkin
and we got to see some of our graduates, who came back with
their younger siblings. It was a perfect family day.
We had our first Friday evening Family Shabbat. Songs,
stories and a yummy Oneg were enjoyed by all!
We are so excited to continue enjoying all the holidays,
celebrating Thanksgiving with our traditional ECA feast,
playing in the snow (always nice as long as it’s not too much)
and ringing in the new year the ECA way. I hope you are
as excited as I am about the bright future of our wonderful
program.
Looking forward to sharing more,

Vicki Weinstein,
ECA Director
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Ambucycle Dedication
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SPECIALIZING IN:
Arm Lift, Body Contouring, Breast
Augmentation, Breast Lift and Reduction,
Breast Reconstruction, Ear Pinning, Eyelid
Lift, Facelift, Gynecomastia, Liposuction,
Mommy Makeover, Necklift, Rhinoplasty
and Transgender Surgery.
Dr. Churgin is a specialist in Non-Surgical
Facial Rejuvenation and Fillers.
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