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JOIN THE DIX HILLS JEWISH CENTER ON A TOUR TO

PORTUGAL

LED BY RABBI HOWARD BUECHLER
JUNE 26 - JULY 6, 2022
WITH OPTIONAL PRE-TOUR OF BARCELONA JUNE 22 - 26, 2022
The Iberian peninsula has hosted a Jewish presence since before Portugal existed as a country. There were times of good
fortune for the Jewish community here – holding favor with kings and leaders, and periods of excellent relations with both
Christian and Muslims in the region. Those times were sadly balanced by dark periods of forced baptism, unspeakable
atrocity, and ultimately the inquisition. Together we will uncover the stories of the past and visit places of Jewish interest.

ON OUR 10-NIGHT TOUR WE WILL:
• Explore Portugal's Jewish heritage and history with visits
to Shaare Tikva and the Jewish quarter in Lisbon
• Discover the breathtaking Pena Palace in Sintra
• Visit the histocal jewel of Tomar, the last Templar town
to be commissioned for construction
• Travel to the historical town of Belmonte and explore the
synagogue, Jewish museum and castle
• Celebrate Shabbat in Porto
• Savor the flavors of port and local wine varietals
• Soak in the beauty of the Algarve region in Portugal's
southernmost point, known for its Atlantic beaches and
whitewashed fishing villages

and so much more!!

PRICING CHART
(based on double
occupancy)

CHECK/CASH
PRICE

CREDIT CARD
PRICE

LAND TOUR

$4,345

$4,475

ADD FOR
SINGLE OCCUPANCY

$1,399

$1,441

PRE TOUR

$1,349

$1,389

$375

$386

PRE TOUR ADD FOR
SINGLE OCCUPANCY
A Dix Hills Jewish Center administrative fee of $100 per person will
be added to your tour invoice.

Learn more about this amazing trip at
secure.ayelet.com/BuechlerPortugal2022.aspx
Paper registration form also available - call 800-237-1517 or email ayelet@ayelet.com

800.237.1517 | www.ayelet.com

Dix Hills Jewish Center Tour to

PORTUGAL
June 25 - July 6, 2022

Led by Rabbi Howard Buechler
Optional Shabbat Pre-Tour to Barcelona
June 22 – 25, 2022
(As of 10/21/2021)

OPTIONAL PRE-TOUR:
SHABBAT IN

BARCELONA
Pre-Day 1: Wednesday, June 22, 2022: DEPART FOR BARCELONA
• Depart the United States for Barcelona, Spain.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pre-Day 2: Thursday, June 23, 2022: WELCOME TO BARCELONA!
•
•
•

•
•

Upon arrival in Barcelona, transfer to your hotel to check in and refresh.
This afternoon, we enjoy a private Jewish heritage tour of the city with Dominique, our Jewish
Heritage Specialist, including a visit to the Holocaust memorial, dedicated on the 50th
anniversary of the Shoah by the Jewish institutions of Barcelona.
Next, we stop by the site of the ancient cemetery from the Middle Ages, where there are no
visible markers today, but where we will hear the history of the site and the efforts of the local
Jewish community to get it designated a landmark. From this point we can look over the
Mediterranean and on to the city of Barcelona.
Our next stop is at Monjuich (Jews’ Hill) with a magnificent view of the city. This hill is
Barcelona's central park today.
We continue with a drive down to the oldest part of town, the Gothic quarter, for an easy walk
in El Call (the ancient Jewish quarter) where we will see the remains of Barcelona’s Major
Synagogue that reopened in 2002 as a small museum.

Overnight in Barcelona
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pre-Day 3: Friday, June 24, 2022: EXPLORING BARCELONA
•
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast at our hotel.
Morning visit La Sagrada Familia church designed by Gaudi and still in a perpetual state of
construction.
Continue to the Picasso Museum for a docent led exploration.
The afternoon is free – we suggest a visit to the Museum of Catalonian History or discover some
of Antoni Gaudi’s works at Casa Mila, Casa Batllo and Park Guell, or just wander this beautiful
city on own!
Return to your hotel for time to relax.
This evening join us for shabbat prayers either as a group on site or at a synagogue within
walking distance followed by a shabbat dinner at the KOSHER Maccabi restaurant located
nearby along Las Ramblas (15 minute walk back to hotel).

Overnight in Barcelona
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pre-Day 4: Saturday, June 25, 2022: SHABBAT IN BARCELONA
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast at your hotel.
Day at leisure. Our hotel is well located to enjoy the heart of the city on foot, including exploring
the harbor area, the Columbus statue, or taking a stroll along the famous Las Ramblas,
Barcelona’s most iconic pedestrian street.
Optional Shabbat boxed lunch can be pre-arranged.
After lunch, browse (on own) the local art, view the Liceu Theater (opera house) and stop in
Placa Reial (Royal Square) to see the lanterns designed by Gaudi.
Evening at leisure and dinner on own at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Barcelona
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pre-Day 5: Sunday, June 26, 2022: TO LISBON
•
•

Breakfast and check out of our hotel.
We transfer to the airport to catch our flight to Lisbon, where we meet up with the rest of the
group and begin the main tour.

MAIN TOUR
Day 1: Saturday, June 25, 2022: DEPARTURE
• We depart the United States on our overnight flight to Lisbon, Portugal.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 2: Sunday, June 26, 2022: WELCOME TO PORTUGAL!
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

We arrive in Lisbon mid-day and meet our guide to start our journey.
We begin our afternoon tour with a visit to Lisbon’s major synagogue, Shaare Tikva, which
celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2002, and learn more about the history of Jewish settlement in
this city. It is believed that Jewish life began here not long before Lisbon fell to the Moors in the
8th Century.
We continue to the waterfront area of Belem, where we visit the Monastery of Geronimo, the
largest cloisters in this part of the world for an inside visit.
We see the monument to Vasco da Gamma; it was from here that he set sail to discover the New
World.
Along the way, we stop for a delicious pastry (on own) at a local coffee house.
We check into our hotel and have time to relax and refresh.
This evening, we join together for a welcome dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Lisbon (Bessa Liberdade)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 3: Monday, June 27, 2022: SINTRA
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast at our hotel.
Early this morning, we drive about half hour outside Lisbon to the UNESCO World Heritage site,
Sintra. Here, we walk through the Jewish quarter, where Jews lived before the forced
conversions of 1497.
We continue with a visit to the breathtaking Pena Palace, a notable example of Portuguese
architecture in the Romantic period. The palace is surrounded by a forest featuring over 500
different tree species gathered from the four corners of the earth.
We complete our day with a stop in Cabo da Roca (Cape Roca), the westernmost point of
continental Europe, and overlook the beautiful sea.
We return to Lisbon for free time to shop and dinner on own.

Overnight in Lisbon (Bessa Liberdade)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 4: Tuesday, June 28, 2022: JEWISH LISBON
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Breakfast at our hotel.
Today, we enjoy a walking tour with
Paolo, historian and highly respected local
Jewish guide. We start in the Alfama,
Lisbon’s oldest quarter, crowned by the
12th century Castelo (castle) Sao Jorge
(outside visit). The originally Moorish
area exemplifies the true individuality of
the city of Lisbon with its overlapping
historical pasts and steep slopes.
We continue to one of the more important
Jewish quarters, once home to Jewish
sages like The Abravanel. During Moorish
rule, Jews co-existed with Muslims in the
nearby Alfama quarter. From a viewpoint
in Baixa, we’ll discuss how life once was
in the Judaria Grande, bustling with the
activity from successful merchants
positioned near the harbor. Despite
devastation, which came in the forced
conversion of 1497 and the natural
disasters of 1755, this area still contains clues to its Jewish past, and we will discover Jewish
customs still present in the community and architecture.
Next, we explore Rossio Square, where the National Theatre stands upon the site of the Palace
of Estaos, where during the Inquisition, many Jews were tortured and killed as ‘infidels. The
adjacent Square of Sao Domingo is the site of the Massacre of 1506, when more than 500 New
Christians (Jews who were forced to convert) were tortured and killed.
Along the way, we also see the memorial monument erected not long ago by Lisbon’s Jewish
community and the monument nearby erected by the church.
We note the architecture of the Rossio train station, then walk by the famous Ginja stand where
locals purchase small glasses of cherry liqueur, first brewed in an ancient monastery.
Our final stop today is at the Elevador de Santa Justa, designed at the workshop of Eiffel (of
tower fame) and then walk down towards Praca Commercio and the waterfront to enjoy the
beauty of this charming city.
Enjoy dinner (on own) at a local restaurant and free time for shopping, sip a delicious cocktail
and maybe even hear some live music.

Overnight in Lisbon (Bessa Liberdade)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 5: Wednesday, June 29, 2022: TOMAR
•
•

Breakfast and check out of our hotel.
This morning, we head north to Tomar, one of Portugal’s historical jewels and the last Templar
town to be commissioned for construction (under a 2-hour drive).
• We see the Convento De Cristo, a former Roman Catholic convent built in the Portuguese
Manueline architectural style that once served as the headquarters of the Order. Also part of the
compound is the Tomar Castle.
• Enjoy time to explore the convent’s gardens and forested parks, including the National Forest of
Seven Hills for the nature lovers in the group.
• After time for lunch on own,.we tour the Abraao Zacuto Museum, which served as a synagogue
in the 15th Century and today is a significant reminder of one of the greatest Sephardic Jewish
communities.
• We travel to the historical town of Belmonte (2-hour drive), birthplace of Pedro Albares Cabral,
the navigator who discovered what is now Brazil and home to the largest Jewish community in
the country.
• We check into our hotel and enjoy time to relax, followed by a kosher dinner at the Sinai Hotel,
located in the heart of town. After dinner, enjoy time in the town center (return to our hotel on
own).
Overnight in Belmonte (Pousada de Belmonte)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 6: Thursday, June 30, 2022: BELMONTE
•
•

•

•

•
•

Breakfast and check out of our hotel.
Today, we visit the Sinagoga de Belmonte, opened in
1996, more than 20 years after the revival of Judaism in
the area. We also take a short tour of the Jewish
Museum to learn the history of the Jewish people in
Portugal and their integration into Portuguese society,
specifically in the fields of art, literature, commerce and
culture.
Next, we stop to see Belmonte Castle, built in the 13th
century with an open-air amphitheater, later transformed
into a fortified manor house in the 15th century for the
Cabral family.
We visit the Pousada de Belmonte, the former convent
of Nossa Senhora da Espranca (Our Lady of Hope), now
the beautiful and luxurious Hotel Convento de
Belmonte, situated on the slopes of the Serra da
Esperanca. We take in the views of the planes and the
peaks of the Serra de Esrela mountain range from the
property.
After time for lunch on own
We depart Belmonte and travel to Porto (2.5-hour drive), located on Portugal’s west coast and
known for its stately bridges and port wine production. There, we’ll discover the Old-World

•

charm and will see signature blue tiles adorning many of the buildings. Portugal was a neutral
country during WWII, so many fortresses are still fully intact, and some have even been
repurposed into wine and port cellars.
This afternoon, we visit Taylor Fladgate Cellars for a taste of the city’s main attraction. An
expert will teach us about port production while we savor the flavors of this beautiful town.

Overnight in Porto (Hotel da Musica)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 7: Friday, July 1, 2022: PORTO/SHABBAT
•
•
•
•

Breakfast.
Today, we begin in Viano do Castelo, known for
some of the most beautiful architecture in the area,
and see the Santuario de Santa Luzia church.
Nearby is the Braga, the oldest town in Portugal
referred to as the “Portuguese Rome”.
After time on own to refresh, we gather for a
kosher Shabbat dinner at our hotel.

Overnight in Porto (Hotel da Musica)
---------------------------------------------------------------------Day 8: Saturday, July 2, 2022: SHABBAT SHALOM!
•
•
•
•

•

Breakfast at our hotel.
Option to attend Shabbat services or enjoy the
morning at leisure.
Enjoy Kosher Shabbat lunch at our hotel.
This afternoon, choose one of the following
options:
o Option 1: Guided Porto Bike Tour: A 3-hour easy and engaging guided tour along the
beaches, parks, waterfront and historical landmarks of Porto. It is a safe and comfortable
ride for anyone who is able to ride a bike (optional: fee applies).
o Option 2: Seaside Walk: Choose to take it easy and meander on a seaside stroll along
the Atlantic Ocean with a café stop in Alfurada (pre-paid prior to shabbat ).
Dinner on own tonight - the amazing food mall located in our hotel complex is highly
recommended - many vegetarian/dairy options available.

Overnight in Porto (Hotel da Musica)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 9: Sunday, July 3, 2022: TO ALGARVE
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
•

Breakfast and check out of our hotel.
We transfer to the airport for our short flight to the Algarve region, Portugal’s southernmost
point, known for its Atlantic beaches and whitewashed fishing villages, for a chance to relax. Our

luggage will be transported separately by bus.
Upon arrival in Faro, the capital of the Algarve region, we set out to discover the history and
traditions of this medieval community. We begin in the Cidade Velha and enter Faro’s old town,
stepping into a quiet enclave filled with whitewashed houses, small squares and a beautiful main
plaza, where we see the cathedral, the former home of the bishop dating back to the 16th century.
We continue to Arco da Vila, the Neoclassical gateway to the city commissioned by Bishop
Francisco Gomes de Avelar in the early 19th century.
Next, we stop to view Igreja do
Carmo, one of the region’s most
prized historical monuments. The
church is built in the Baroque
style with beautiful stained glass
and tilework inside.
We’ll visit the Jewish Cemetery,
the last remaining vestige of the
post-inquisition Jewish presence
in the Algarve. 71 of the graves
have inscriptions indicating
burials took place here from 1838
to 1932. We will explore how
important this community was to
the local culture - it was in Faro
that the first ever printed book
was produced by Samuel Gacon
in 1487 (today the “Faro
Petatuch” is in London at the
British Museum).
We check into our hotel and refresh.
This evening, set out for a delicious dinner at one of the local restaurants (on own).

Overnight in Lagos (Algarve region)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 10: Monday, July 4, 2022: PORTIMAO/AT LEISURE
•
•
•
•

Breakfast at our hotel.
Today, choose (on own) to visit Portimao about an hour outside of Faro. Tour an award-winning
winery, stroll along the Ribeirinha and onto the Praca da Republica or visit Praia Grande, a
stunning beach complete with a 16th century castle.
For those who wish to relax, spend the day on the beach in Faro soaking up the Portuguese sun.
Free evening for dinner on own.

Overnight in Lagos (Algarve region)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day 11: Tuesday, July 5, 2022: LISBON
•
•
•

•

Breakfast and check out of our hotel.
We return to Lisbon and enjoy free time
for lunch on own.
This afternoon, we visit the Museo de
Azulejos (Museum of Tiles). The
National Azulejo Museum showcases
the development of these ceramic tiles
in Portugal over the centuries. The
magnificent collection is housed in the
fifteenth-century Madre de Deus
convent.
This evening, we join together for a
festive farewell dinner and the chance
to reminisce about our once-in-alifetime Portuguese adventure.

Overnight in Lisbon (Bessa Liberdade)
---------------------------------------------------------Day 12: Wednesday, July 6, 2022: FAREWELL
• Breakfast and check out of our hotel.
• This morning, we transfer to the Lisbon airport for our flight back to the United States, landing
later today.

The Memories Last Forever!
*Itinerary subject to change

Explore Israel
with Dix Hills Jewish Center
Led by Rabbi Howard Buechler
August 21 – September 2, 2022
“One does not travel to Jerusalem, one returns.”

Tour Package Includes:

• Hotels: Crown Plaza, Tel Aviv and Dead Sea; Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem; Ramot Resort Sea of Galilee
• Daily buffet breakfasts, five dinners (Welcome dinner at Meatos, dinner at Dead Sea, Shabbat dinner at hotel, IDF dinner, Liliyot
farewell dinner) and three lunches (Lunch and wine tasting at Tishbi, Shabbat lunch at hotel, Sde Eliyahu), as per itinerary
• Touring with Rabbi Howard Buechler, and one of Israel's Top Tour Guide educators in a WiFi enabled deluxe touring Motor Coach

A Few Tour Highlights:

• Tour the alleys of Old Jaffa. Shehekhiyanu ceremony on top of Tel Jaffa overlooking modern Tel Aviv explore the Nachalat
Binyamin crafts fair. While there checkout the nearby Carmel Market and lunch on great street food
• Travel to Rehovot for a guided tour of the Ayalon Institute – An underground bullet factory hands on archaeological excavation
with Dig for a Day in Beit Guvrin National Park
• Ride Camels and experience Bedouin hospitality at Kfar Hanokdim
• Ascend Masada by cable car to tour the ruins of Herod's palace and the last outpost of Jewish independence
• B'nai Mitzvah ceremony on top of Masada to connect a Jewish past with a Jewish future
• Discover the archaeological story of the Western Wall ,Robinson's Arch, and the Southern Wall Excavations
• Visit the traditional prayer area of the Western Wall and walk through the Western Wall Tunnels
• Tour of Jewish Quarter including the Broad Wall, Rooftops and Cardo
• Festive Shabbat Dinner at hotel – Lone Soldiers from the Michael Levin Base to be invited
• Tour of Yad Vashem - Israel's national Holocaust memorial and museum, including the Historical Museum and Children's Memorial
• Tasting tour of the bustling Machane Yehuda Market
• Explore mystical Tzfat, cradle of Kabbalah. Visit its old synagogues and picturesque alleyways, then explore Tzfat's Artists Colony
• Kayak down the Jordan River – Great way to cool off on a hot day
• Wine tasting and lunch at the boutique Tishbi Winery and restaurant in Binyamina
• Chocolate making workshop at the De Karina Chocolate Factory

Trip Costs and Reductions
DISCOUNTED PRICE FOR CHECK PAYMENT

FULL PRICE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT

Land Only Package – $4405
Land and Air Package – $5905
Single Room Supplement – $1380

Land Only Package – $4685
Full cost Land and Air Package – $6140
Single Room Supplement – $1435

REDUCTION

3 rd adult in room – $440
Child, ages 2-12, as 3 rd person in room – $540
Bar/Bat Mitzvah child as 3rd person in room – $670

For additional information email Rabbi Howard Buechler at rabbibuechler@gmail.com or or call 631-499-6644
View and download itinerary and application at www.israeltour.com/RBuechler
Tour arranged by ITC Tours LLC – Tour manager mickyz@israeltour.com 800-247-7235

Explore Israel with Dix Hills Jewish Center Itinerary
Sunday, August 21
Depart USA
Monday, August 22 – Going up into the Land
• Arrive in Israel to be met and assisted by your
Israel Tours representative (today's program
depends on arrival time).
• Tour Old Jaffa, the ancient port city once known as
Zion Gate from which Jonah tried to flee and where
Solomon brought the Cedars of Lebanon on the
way to Jerusalem. Today paintings and sculptures
have been installed in its ancient alleys.
• Shekhiyanu-Welcome ceremony on top of Tel
Jaffa overlooking modern Tel Aviv.
• Check-in to the Crowne Plaza Hotel on Tel Aviv's
Mediterranean Coast.
• Welcome dinner at Meatos Restaurant
(reservations for 8:00 pm).
• Overnight: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Tel Aviv
Tuesday, August 23 – The Hebrew City and the
Jewish State
• Walking tour of historic "Little Tel Aviv" - Discover
the quaint Neve Tzedek neighbourhood that gave
birth to the "first Hebrew city in 2,000 years",
once home to Zionist cultural pioneers Eliezer Ben
Yehuda, S. Y. Agnon and Rabbi Kook.
• Free time to explore the Nachalat Binyamin crafts
fair. While there checkout the nearby Carmel Market
and lunch on great street food. The have a look at
bohemian Sheinkin Street – All Three of these Tel
Aviv icons meet at the "Magen David Junction".
• Lunch on own
• Travel to Rehovot for a guided tour of the Ayalon
Institute – An underground bullet factory used by
Jewish forces before the founding of the State of
Israel.
• Free time to swim in the Mediterranean Sea and
enjoy beachside promenade.
• Dinner on own
• Overnight: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Tel Aviv
Wednesday, August 24 – Digging Up the Past,
Camel Ride and Swim in the Dead Sea
• Travel to Beit Guvrin in the Judean Lowlands,
crossing enroute the biblical Elah Valley, where
David and Goliath fought.
• Dig up Israel's past by participating in a hands on
archaeological excavation with Dig for a Day in Beit
Guvrin National Park.
• Lunch on own
• Ride Camels and experience Bedouin hospitality
at Kfar Hanokdim.
• Check in to the Crowne Plaza Hotel at the Dead Sea.
• Swim in the Dead Sea at the hotel's private beach
and experience its remarkable buoyancy.
• The hotel also has a fresh water pool and spa
facilities. Massage and spa treatments available at
additional cost. A spa menu will be available before
the trip.
• Dinner at hotel
• Overnight: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Dead Sea
Thursday, August 25 – Masada and the Dead Sea:
Freedom Fighters or Fanatics?
• Ascend Masada by cable car to tour the ruins
of Herod's palace and the last outpost of Jewish
independence. Discussion: Which decision did our
ancesters make? Masada or Yavne? What does
that mean?
• B'nai Mitzvah ceremony on top of Masada to
connect a Jewish past with a Jewish future. (Ancient
Synagogue requested for 8:30).
• Lunch on own
• Walk in Ein Gedi Nature Reserve opportunity to
bathe in waterfalls and hear how David hid there
from King Saul.
• Travel to along the Dead Sea Coast. En route
pass Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls were
discovered.
• Look out over the Temple Mount and Old City of
Jerusalem.

(Draft: August 23. 2021; Subject to change)

• Check into the Inbal Hotel in Jerusalem.
• Free evening. Dinner on own.
• Optional late night walk to explore local bakeries as
challahs come out of the ovens.

• Overnight: Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem
Friday, August 26 – Exploring Ancient Jerusalem
and Welcoming the Sabbath
• Discover the archaeological story of the Western
Wall and episodes from rabbinic texts while
standing where Jewish pilgrims walked 2,000 years
ago at Robinson's Arch and the Southern Wall
Excavations.
• Visit the traditional prayer area of the Western Wall.
• Walk through the Western Wall Tunnels to
discover underground Jerusalem.
• Lunch on own in the Jewish Quarter
• Tour of Jewish Quarter including the Broad Wall,
Rooftops and Cardo followed by free time to shop
and explore on own.
• Free time to relax and prepare for Shabbat.
Friday evening/Kabbalat Shabbat options:
• Light Shabbat candles at hotel.
• Attend the "Israeli Kabbalat Shabbat" service at
the First Station Compound (begins at 5:00 pm,
so it is also possible to continue to one of the other
kabbalat options listed below).
• Join hundreds of other Jews from around the world
to Greet the Sabbath at the Western Wall. Option
to pray together as a congregation at the "Masorti
Kotel", where men and women can stand together.
• OR: Attend Friday night services at a local
Jerusalem synagogue.
• Festive Shabbat Dinner at hotel – Lone Soldiers
from the Michael Levin Base to be invited.
• Overnight: Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem

Monday, August 29 – Across Israel: Many Faces of
the Jewish People
• Travel north through the Jordan Valley.
• Visit Bio-Bee on Kibbutz Sde Eliahu, world leaders
in organic agriculture to hear how they are using
very effectively biological pest control, rather than
toxic pesticides to protect their crops.
• Lunch at Kibbutz Sde Eliahu
• Explore mystical Tzfat, cradle of Kabbalah
(Jewish mysticism) in the 16th century. Visit its
old synagogues and picturesque alleyways. Then
discover the origins of our Friday night service in
the city where Lecha Dodi was written.
• Free time to shop in galleries and explore Tzfat's
Artists Colony on own.
• Check-in to the Ramot Resort Hotel overlooking
the Sea of Galilee.
• Dinner at hotel
• Overnight: Ramot Resort Hotel
Tuesday, August 30 – The Souces of the Jordan
and the Strategic Golan Heights
• Kayak down the Jordan River – Great way to cool
off on a hot day.
• Hike in the Banias Nature Reserve, one of the
sources of the Jordan River, to see its magnificent
waterfall.
• Lunch on own.
• Tour to the Golan Heights for a perspective on
Israel's complex geopolitics as we visit former Syrian
bunkers overlooking Israel and strategic Mt. Bental.

• Chocolate making workshop at the De Karina
Chocolate Factory.

• Wine tasting at the boutique Pelter Winery

Saturday, August 27 – And on the Seventh Day….in
Jerusalem
• Shabbat morning services at the synagogue of your
choice (recommendations and directions will be
provided).
• OR: Sleep late and morning at leisure.
• Shabbat Lunch at hotel.
• Free time to relax, explore the city on own and
enjoy hotel pool.
• Walking tour to the historic Montefiore Windmill
to discover the first neighborhood built outside the
walls of the Old City. Then continue to nearby Ketef
Hinnom, a First Temple period burial site where
archaeologists discovered the oldest biblical text
ever found.
• Havdallah with Rabbi Buechler.
• Free evening. Dinner on own.
• Recommendation for the evening: Check out the
First Station Compound – Jerusalem's old
Ottoman Train Station which has been converted
into a restaurant- café area. It's a short walk from
your hotel.
• Overnight: Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem

• ITC Touch: Barbeque dinner with young Israeli

Sunday, August 28 – Holocaust, Remembrance and
Continuity
• Tour of Yad Vashem - Israel's national Holocaust
memorial and museum, including the Historical
Museum and Children's Memorial. (Children under
age 10 are not permitted in Yad Vashem's historical
museum).
• Alternate program for younger children: Visit
Jerusalem's Biblical Zoo, where you'll see animals
which lived in Israel during biblical times. (Children
must be accompanied by an adult).
• Lunch on own
• Tour Jerusalem's quaint Nachlaot neighborhoods
to discover a world of Jewish folklore and history
just blocks from downtown Jerusalem.
• Tasting tour of the bustling Machane Yehuda
Market for a multicultural gastronomic experience.
• Gourmet dinner at nearby Jacko Street Restaurant
• Watch the Night Spectacular – Sound and light
show at the Tower of David.
• Overnight: Inbal Hotel, Jerusalem

•
•

soldiers who are giving some of the best years of
their lives to the defense of Israel.
• Overnight: Ramot Resort Hotel
Wednesday, August 31 – Complex Encounters:
Ancient and Modern

• Explore the ruins of Tzippori, the city where Rabbi

•
•

•

Judah Hanasi sealed the Mishna. Discover Tzippori's
Ramotsh ancient mosaic pavements, including
Mona Lisa of the Galilee, Nile Flood Festival and
Orpheus, who looks like King David (?). What do the
ruins of Tzippori reveal about Jews and Hellenism?
Then ponder why an ancient synagogue floor
features a wheel of the zodiac.
Wine tasting and lunch at the boutique Tishbi
Winery and restaurant in Binyamina.
Visit the ruins of Caesarea, including its Roman
Theater, Amphitheater, Hippodrome and
Promontory Palace. Ponder a rabbinic debate over
Jews attending gladiator games.Travel to Tel Aviv.
Check in to the Crowne Plaza Hotel on Tel Aviv's
Mediteranean Coast.
Free evenng. Dinner on own.
Overnight: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Tel Aviv

Thursday, September 1 – New and Alternative in
Tel Aviv
• Visit the new Anu – Museum of the Jewish
People (prior to renovation Beit Hatfutzot), which
reflect the Jewish people today by celebrating
pluralism and Jewish diversity.
• Lunch on own
• Discover Tel Aviv's remarkable street art
on a graffiti tour of the hip Florentine
•

neighborhood – The Soho of Israel.

Remainder of afternoon free to explore on own,
swim and get in last minute shopping.

• Late check out
• Farewell dinner at Liliyot, a gourmet restaurant

which trains at risk youth for culinary careers.
• Transfer to Ben Gurion Airport – See you again soon!
Friday, September 2 – Arrive in USA Extensions
available by contacting ITC

