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READINGS 
 

1. On the night of November 9, 1938, violent anti-Jewish demonstrations broke out across Germany,  
Austria, and the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia. Nazi officials depicted the riots as justified reactions to 
the assassination of German foreign official Ernst vom Rath, who had been shot two days earlier by Herschel 
Grynszpan, a 17-year old Polish Jew distraught over the deportation of his family from Germany.  
  
2. That evening, as the Nazi Party leadership met in a Beer Hall, Joseph Goebbels gave a speech. He         
ordered that all Jewish businesses and synagogues should be destroyed in response to vom Rath’s death. The 
police were told to stay away and not interfere with the attacks.  Goebbels later wrote in his diary on                 
November 10, 1938:  “I go to the party reception in the Old Town Hall. A gigantic event. I describe the                 
situation to the Führer. He decides: let the demonstrations continue. Withdraw the police. For once the Jews 
should feel the rage of the people…. I issue corresponding instructions to the police and the party. Then I speak 
briefly to the officials of the party. A storm of applause. They all rush to the telephones. Now the people shall 
act!” 
 
3.  Over the next 48 hours, violent mobs, spurred by antisemitic exhortations from Nazi officials,                  
destroyed hundreds of synagogues, burning or desecrating Jewish religious artifacts along the way. Acting on 
orders from Gestapo headquarters, police officers and firefighters did nothing to prevent the destruction. All 
told, approximately 7,500 Jewish-owned businesses, homes, and schools were plundered, and 91 Jews were 
murdered. An additional 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and sent to concentration camps. A smaller          
number of women were also arrested. Conditions in the camps was horrific and both men and women          
endured extreme violence. 
 
4.  Nazi officials immediately claimed that the Jews themselves were to blame for the riots, and a fine of 
one billion reichsmarks (about $400 million at 1938 rates) was imposed on the German Jewish community. 
The Nazis came to call the event Kristallnacht (“Crystal Night,” or, “The Night of Broken Glass”), referring to 
the thousands of shattered windows that littered the streets afterwards, but the euphemism does not convey 
the full brutality of the event. Kristallnacht was a turning point in the history of the Third Reich, marking the 
shift from antisemitic rhetoric and legislation to the violent, aggressive anti-Jewish measures that would       
culminate with the Holocaust. 
 
5.  The event was widely reported across the world, and met with reactions of shock and disgust from the 
international community. Despite this, again, very few countries made practical steps to increase their quotas 
for refugees. The Quaker and Jewish community in Britain did secure visas for 10,000 child refugees in a 
scheme known as the Kindertransport, but this was financed privately and not by the British government. 
 

- - - - - - - 

6.  Twelve year-old Klaus Langer, a Jew from Essen Germany wrote the following words in his diary as the 
violence of Kristallnacht unfolded:  
“On November 10 came the consequences.  At three o’clock the synagogue and the Jewish youth center were 
put on fire.  Then they began to destroy Jewish businesses.  During the morning, private homes also were        
being demolished.  Fires were started at single homes belonging to Jews.  At six-thirty in the morning the       
Gestapo came to our home and arrested Mother and Father.   Mother returned after about one and a half 
hours.  Dad remained and was put in prison.  In the morning I went to the Ferse home.  Bobby was at the          
synagogue and at the youth center in the morning and saw how they burned.  Later we went to the day care 
center where the children had been brought from the community home, which they had to flee during the 
night.  
 

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/resistance-responses-collaboration/responses/kindertransport/
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7. We returned to our neighborhood by two o’clock.  Not far from us we saw a gang vandalizing a home, 
throwing things out of the window.  When I went around the corner and looked up my street there was       
nothing to see.  It looked peaceful.  I, therefore, returned directly to our house.  When I turned into the front 
yard I saw that the house was damaged.  I walked on glass splinters.  In the hallway I met Frau Baum, who 
lived upstairs.  I ran into our apartment and found unbelievable destruction in every room.  It was the same in 
the apartment of the caretaker below us.  Mother and Grandmother were there.  My parents’ instruments 
were destroyed, the dishes were broken, the windows were broken, furniture upturned, the desk was turned 
over, drawers and mirrors were broken, and the radio smashed.  The kitchen and the bathroom were           
untouched.  The upstairs room also was left alone, including my father’s cello.  The cellar was also not           
disturbed.  The apartment of the caretaker, Bachrach, was in much worse condition.  
 
8. In the evening, mother brought gold and other valuables for safekeeping to Christian acquaintances.  
We wanted to spend the night at home, but the caretaker, Frau Bachrach, urged us to go to her relatives, the 
Herzfelds, where we spent the night.  I read until late.  In the middle of the night, at 2:30 AM, the Storm 
Troopers, (Sturmabteilung, or SA, also known as the Brownshirts) smashed windows and threw stones against 
store shutters.  After a few minutes they demanded to be let into the house.  Allegedly they were looking for 
weapons.  After they found no weapons they left.  After that no one was able to go back to sleep.  Everyone 
sat in one room.  I tried but could not sleep.  After a while I went back to where they were sitting and found 
they had dozed off.  The time passed terribly slowly.  Then we thought there was still another person in the 
house who was making noise.  Finally, at 5 AM I saw a policeman outside who walked back and forth.  I shall 
never forget that night.   
 
9.  The next day, rumor had it that children under sixteen years of age would also be arrested.  I wanted 
to flee and ride my bicycle to Christian friends of my parents who lived in the Rhineland.  Mother objected, 
however and I remained at home, of course.  The next night we all wanted to sleep at home, but we were too 
upset.  At nine-thirty at night we went to the Kosmanns’ where the gangsters had already been, that is, they 
had destroyed everything.  We had calmed down somewhat and slept there quite well.  
 
10. Books could be written about all that had happened and about which we now begin to learn more.  
But I have to be careful.  A new regulation was issued that Jews in Germany had to pay one billion reichmarks 
for restitution.  What for? For the damage the Nazis had done to the Jews in Germany .  I shall return to that       
subject later.  My room will stay as it is.  I am not going to go to school as long as Dad is not at home.  I now 
want to get to Erez Israel as quickly as possible.”  
 

 Kristallnacht was widely reported across the world, and met with reactions of shock and disgust from 
the   international community.  Despite this, very few countries made practical steps to increase their  quotas 
for refugees.  The Quaker and Jewish community  in Britain did secure visas for 10,000 child refugees in a 
scheme knows as the “Kindertransport”, but this was financed privately and not by the British                       
government.   

Exalted, compassionate God, grant perfect peace in Your          
sheltering Presence, among the holy and the pure, to the souls 

of all our people men, women, and children of the House of          
Israel who were slaughtered and suffocated and burned to  

ashes.  May their memory endure, inspiring truth and loyalty in 
our lives.  May their souls thus be bound up in the bond of life.  

May they rest in peace.  And let us say: Amen.  

In sacred memory of the six million 
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