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Dear Friends:
The Isaiah Wall has 

faced the United Nations 
since construction 
commenced along the 
East River in 1948.  Sadly, 
the words of Isaiah 
inscribed upon that wall 
have yet to become a 

reality, and are still only aspirational.  The 
prophet Isaiah proclaimed three millennia 
ago:  “Nation shall not lift up sword 
against Nation, nor shall they learn war 
anymore.”
We bear witness to a world in which 

Russia has unilaterally attacked Ukraine, 
an independent sovereign nation, without 
any provocation or justification.  We 
see daily the horrors of conflict and 
the atrocities committed by Russia, in 
unceasing attacks upon the civilian 
population of Ukraine, and we have 
witnessed an unparalleled refugee crisis 
with six million Ukrainians, mostly 
children, women and the aged, fleeing 
the Ukraine, as well as over ten million 
internally displaced Ukrainians.  
Elie Wiesel stated over and over again 

regarding the atrocities and barbarities 
that he witnessed in his lifetime that “hope 
has never been more possible, as it has 
never been more necessary.”
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

proclaimed: “This is NO time for 
neutrality. We Jews (and the world) cannot 
remain aloof or indifferent.”
The prophets of antiquity and modernity 

were not fortune-tellers or prognosticators.  
A prophet, in Judaism, is a spokesperson 
for the Divine - to concisely articulate a 
path of moral grandeur and audacious 
actions that mend a world that is 
convulsed by war and bloodshed. The 
prophets, like a hot knife slicing through 
butter, speak truth to power with a moral 
clarity.  
As the Russian hostilities continue 

against Ukraine, threatening to destabilize 
our world with threats of additional 
conflict, food insecurity and economic 
upheaval, we rely upon our faith to help 
us, and guide others to navigate dark 
moments of turmoil.  
We uplift one another through our 

communal endeavors to help the people 

of Ukraine. Through our daily prayers 
and ongoing reminders of how to 
provide humanitarian assistance, through 
speakers to our DHJC community, 
including my colleague and friend, Rabbi 
Michael Schudrich, the Chief Rabbi of 
Poland, and through our networking 
with UJA, the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
the Joint Distribution Committee and 
HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) 
and a number of other humanitarian 
organizations, assisting Ukraine IS an 
essential part of our Jewish mission.
We are grateful to our DHJC family for 

social action collections for Ukraine, and 
for individual and collective donations, 
such as our Seder Sunflower project, 
which was supported by over 150 families. 
These all demonstrate our solidarity with 
Ukraine.  
It is the essential message of Judaism 

to seek peace, create peace and model 
harmony - but never at the price of ceding 
any moral ground to despots, tyrants and 
fanatics. This is the message of Purim & 
Passover, and the ultimate message of Sinai 
- to bring moral hope and healing into a 
world broken by violence and bloodshed.  
Shavuot is both celebrated and 

commemorated as of Saturday evening, 
June 4 and Sunday and Monday, June 
5 & 6.  The commanding Divine Voice 
penetrated the static of the world with a 
clarion message.  The gift of our ancestors 
receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai, 3200 
years ago, is as relevant and vital today 
as it was then.  The world cannot remain 
the same, enveloped in hatreds and 
intolerance and an unquenchable drive 
for power, at the expense and devastation 
of others in a human toll of death and 
destruction.
Thucydides created the concept of history 

and unambiguously noted “the strong do 
what they wish and the weak suffer what 
they must.” That is the  concept of a power 
that reaches from antiquity to Machiavelli 
to Putin. Sinai and Judaism are the 
antithesis of the corrosive and corruptive 
concept of power.  Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, 
the former Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, is 
adamant that the mission of “Judaism is a 
sustained critique of power!” Judaism is a 
brilliant vision, “never (yet) fully realized, 
but never abandoned, of a world based 
upon justice and compassion.”  

Judaism advances, from the moment 
of Mount Sinai, a doctrine that ideas 
can influence and change the world and 
our lives for the better.  Abraham, our 
progenitor, never ruled an empire, never 
fielded great armies, never performed 
miracles and never proclaimed oracles or 
prophecies.  He simply brought about a 
revolution that moral  ideas can challenge 
the world, and the greatest influence is 
not power, but ideas that have the power 
to change our universe in the arc toward 
moral justice.
Abraham Lincoln captured the brilliance 

of Jewish thought and ideas in his second 
inaugural address: “With malice toward 
none, with charity for all, with firmness in 
the right, as God gives us to see the right, 
let us strive on to finish the work we are in, 
to bind up a nation’s wounds, to care for 
him who shall have borne the battle, and 
for his widow and orphans…”  It takes a 
community, a world that is founded upon 
justice and compassion, a world willing to 
take risks to strive to heal the horrors and 
restore harmony and cease bloodshed; this 
is the message of Sinai.
Shavuot is far from a fabled story about 

two tablets. It is the apex of Jewish values 
that gives us the courage to hope that 
despite the injustice and bloodshed that 
despots bring, there is another path. 
The message of Shavuot is that when we 
arrived at the Mountain, the moment 
transformed us forever.  Sinai is the 
resonant message of not accepting hatreds, 
ancient and modern. It is a message 
that ideas can influence and be far more 
powerful than those who seek to arrogate 
power for themselves.  Shavuot is the 
bedrock of our faith, and therein is a path 
of soulful grandeur that is a beacon of 
hope, now needed more than ever.
May we bear the message of Shavuot to 

the world. The gift of Shavuot annually is 
to ensure that the static and darkness of 
our world never drowns out the clarion 
Divine message of justice, compassion and 
shalom!
With warmest prayers, we demonstrate 

our solidarity to the Torah of Sinai, which 
is the force that animates and influences 
our moral choices daily.  

Shalom, 
Rabbi Howard R. Buechler

From Our Rabbi
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JUNE & SUMMER CLASSES WITH RABBI BUECHLER 
Morning Classes are On-Site & On Zoom 

Evening Classes are Zoom Only 
 

MONDAYS 
11:00 AM Book Reviews  Each Book is New & Noteworthy 

• June 13 TO REPAIR A BROKEN WORLD: The Life of Henrietta Szold, Founder of Hadassah by Dvora 
Hacohen 

• June 20 THE HIDDEN PALACE: A Novel of the Golem and the Jinni by Helene Wecker 
• July 11 THE MURDERS OF MOISES VILLE: The Rise & Fall of the Jerusalem of South America by Javier 

Sinay 
• July 25 THE PROPHET OF THE ANDES: An Unlikely Journey to the Promised Land by Graciela Mochkofsky 
• August 8 LOSS OF MEMORY IS ONLY TEMPORARY: Stories by Johanna Kaplan 
• September 12 OVERBOARD by Sara Paretsky 
• October 24 
• November 7 

MOSHKELEH THE THIEF:  A Rediscovered Novel by Sholom Aleichem (Translated by Curt Leviant ) 
THE LIGHT OF THE MIDNIGHT STARS by Rena Rossner 

 

June 13 & 20 
8:30 PM Weekly Torah Portions  
Join Rabbi for engaging & participatory discussions of the weekly Torah Portion. 
  

WEDNESDAYS 
June 1, 8, 19  
10:00 AM  Jewish Contemporary Events &  History Class 
Bring your thirst for knowledge & coffee, and enjoy our Jewish History Class.  An in-depth analysis of Jewish 
history exploring dynamic epochs & epics of Jewish life in global history.  
  

THURSDAYS 
June 2, 9 & 16  
9:30 AM Jewish Journeys II 
A post-adult bar/bat mitzvah seminar. 
This course includes selected topics ranging from Bible mysticism, Jewish history and current ethical and moral 
dilemmas that confront Jews & Judaism.  
  
7:00 PM Talmud Studies, Tractate of Moed Katan 
Explore the classic text of Jewish life laws & literatures as we delve into the Tractate of Moed Katan (in English 
translation)  & focus on the sources for many of the traditions observed in Jewish life today. 
  
8:30 PM Is there Order in the Court?: The Book of Judges Seminar 
Join us as we explore the Biblical texts that bring us into the Land of Israel and meet the charismatic figures in the 
Book of Judges.   
 
 

RABBI BUECHLER’S NEW MINI COURSES 
BOARDWALK TALKS WITH THE RABBI 
Thursday Afternoons at 12:30 PM at Sunken 
Meadow Park (weather permitting*)  
Meet at the Central Pavilion and then walk along the 
boardwalk – stopping at half mile points for engaging 
conversations with Rabbi.   
 
*In cases of inclement weather, call DHJC that Thursday 
morning at 631-499-6644 to see if walk will be held. 

 SUMMER CLASSES & DATES 
Monday Evenings July 11, 18, 25 & August 1 

at 7 PM 
Weekly Torah Portions 

 
Thursday Mornings July 14, 21, 28 & August 4  

Classes to be announced. 
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Last year seems like such a 
long time ago. Light at the End 
of the Tunnel was the theme 
of last year’s concert. We were 
all ready for things to start 
normalizing as we slowly and 
carefully came out from the 
pandemic. We had an audience 
on site and also Livestreamed 
the concert.  We focused on 
hope and the knowledge that 

we will soon be able to come out of our homes and be 
together as a community once again.  

To myself, and many Congregants I spoke with, our 
Purim celebrations at DHJC were that bright light. We 
had about 400 people on site enjoying the festivities, 
the Megillah readings, the carnival and food. On 
the Bima, I felt like we were celebrating Purim like 
it was 2019. And part of that bright light included a 
gathering of about 40 people in our beautiful Sandler 
Minyan Chapel for the full Megillah reading. It had 
been 2 years, since March of 2020, that we were able 
to be there and have services and read the Megillah. 
Since then, when we have Minyanim on site, it is as 
if we are back home, back in the Sandler Minyan 
Chapel, a community of daveners, and a community 
joining together in prayers.

It is true that we are not completely out of this 
yet, however, it is encouraging seeing more of 
our community coming to services on Friday and 
Saturday evenings. We have had on-site classes and 
services for Shabbat Minha. We also are having ECA 
early Kabbalat Shabbat services in our Sanctuary, 
and Religious School Kabbalat Shabbat services. I 
encourage all of you, if you are comfortable, to come to 
our services, to the place where we can pray together, 
and gather together. When we have weekday services 
on-site, come and join our daily Minyanim. You will 
not find a better group of people to be with and pray 
with. Come on a Friday night and a Shabbat morning 
and Minha. 

This brings me back to my concert theme. It is as 
though when we get to be with our friends and DHJC 
Family together in the same space, safely, and pray 
together, enjoy social action programs together, learn 
in classes taught by the Rabbi and me, it is possible to 
enjoy being together again on the other side of that 
tunnel. We still have Zoom for those who are either 
unable to or not comfortable yet to come in person, 
but the light is bright and the end of the tunnel is in 

sight.  When we daven together in our Sacred Spaces, 
the Prayers become the music of our soul, joining 
together in the songs of our people.

This brings me to our up-and-coming Concert on 
Thursday evening June 23, 2022 at 7 PM. The title and 
theme of this year’s concert is “Music of Our Soul.” 
For over two years we have been traveling in our 
own tunnels, not able to congregate like we used to 
but embracing each other on DHJC Zoom squares. 
And yes, technology is a blessing. We never lost our 
continuity as a community. But as I stated above, we 
are reaching the end of that Tunnel and seeing the 
light get brighter and brighter. The music that we sang 
over the past two years, including online concerts, 
programs, services, even Zoom B’Nai Mitzvah, were 
a blessing. Now we can come back in a safe manner, 
feeding our souls with the music of our people, the 
T’fillot, the joy of a B’Nai Mitzvah singing our prayers, 
chanting the Torah and HafTorah, delivering a Lilmud 
on their Parsha, and even enjoying conversations 
together at the same tables at a Kiddush.  

Our very special guest at this year’s Concert will 
be the amazingly, soulfully talented Hazzan Magda 
Fishman who is the Hazzan Rishon at B’Nai Torah 
Congregation in Boca Raton, Florida. Her musical 
style, trumpet playing, and davening, truly represent 
the Music of our Soul. I encourage you to find her on 
Facebook, and watch for social media posts of her 
talent. We also will have our friend Scott Stein as our 
pianist for the evening.  

I encourage each of you to come and join us on 
Thursday evening June 23rd at 7 PM. We will feed our 
souls with music.  If you feel comfortable, we hope to 
see you on-site at our annual Cantor’s Concert. I look 
forward to seeing you there, and also seeing you soon 
in services together as we all sing the Music of Our 
Soul.  

Musically yours:

   Cantor Steven Hevenstone

From the Desk of Hazzan Hevenstone

Classes with Cantor Hevenstone
Mondays - Hebrew Literacy @ 11:00 am
Wednesdays - Trope @ 7:00 pm
Thursdays - Hebrew Literacy @ 7:00 pm
 Reading Hebrew from the Siddur
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Dix Hills Jewish Center Presents Our 2022 Annual Cantor’s Concert. 
 

Music of our Soul 
 

FFeeaattuurriinngg  CCaannttoorrss  SStteevveenn  HHeevveennssttoonnee  &&MMaaggddaa  FFiisshhmmaann,,  &&  PPiiaanniisstt  SSccootttt  SStteeiinn  
 

Thursday, June 23, 2022, 7:00PM 
 
 

Two Options to Attend the Concert 
 

Sanctuary Seating: Premium Seats $40pp.    Open Seats $30pp.   Students are free with a paid parent.   

  Or Live Stream to your home:  @$30 per Link. Must RSVP with payment by June 17th 

Support the concert with an Ad or Message in our Virtual Praybill. 
Sponsors will be recognized on the DHJC Website, Newsletter and Program. 

 

- Premium 4 Color Sponsor Page: Gold - $500; Silver - $300. 
- Premium 4 Color: Back Cover - $500; Centerfold - $500; Inside Cover (Front or Back) - $360 
- Classic Black/White: Full Page, $200; Half Page, $125, Quarter Page (Business Card) $75 

We accept PDF, JPEG or PSD formats.   
Page Sizes: Full 4 5/8 W x 7 1/8 H; Half 4 5/8 W x 3 3/8 H; Quarter 4 5/8 W x 1 5/8 H 

Place Business Card/Ad/Message, with this form in an envelope and drop it off with the DHJC Office 
Or send to Lenzuckerman@gmail.com 

JJooiinn  wwiitthh  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  ppllaaccee  aann  AAdd  oorr  GGrreeeettiinngg..  NNoottee  yyoouurr  MMeessssaaggee  bbeellooww::  

AANNYY  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS  CCAALLLL  EElllleenn  ZZuucckkeerrmmaann  663311  227711  66443300  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

WWRRIITTEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  HHEERREE  OORR  UUSSEE  OOTTHHEERR  PPAAPPEERR  AANNDD  AATTTTAACCHH  

Deadline for Advertisement Submissions: June 3, 2022 
Please respond to Dix Hills Jewish Center, 555 Vanderbilt Pkwy, Dix Hills, NY 11746 631.499.6644 

or Ellen Zuckerman, eleezuckerman@gmail.com, (631) 271-6430 
 

 

NAME________________________________ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
 
PHONE____________________CELL________________________EMAIL_____________________________ 
 
SSAANNCCTTUUAARRYY  SSEEAATTIINNGG  
 
We Reserve ___Premium Seat(s) @ $40pp;   ___Open Seat(s) @ $30pp;   ___ Students, Free with a paid Parent.  
 
PPRREEPPAAIIDD  LLIIVVEE  SSTTRREEAAMMIINNGG  LLIINNKK((SS))::  No. ___ at $30 per Link,  
 
We would like __________________ page Ad at $_________.      Total Purchase $____________. 
 

PPlleeaassee  aattttaacchh  yyoouurr  AAdd//MMeessssaaggee  aanndd  CChheecckk..      DDeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  PPrraayybbiillll  AAddss  ––  JJuunnee  33,,  22002222.. 
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From our President
What a long, strange trip 

it’s been! I guess that’s what 
happens when a presidency 
begins on Friday the 13th.  
An unprecedented and 
challenging year for sure, 
filled with an ever-growing 
To Do List longer than a 
CVS receipt!

Throughout the pandemic, we were so used to 
being separated, isolated in our own Zoom squares, I 
wondered if we’d ever find our way back to each other. 
Since Purim, we’ve seen more and more people on 
site at DHJC and I continue to receive emails from 
congregants asking to get more involved and help. 
We did it. We didn’t lose our identity. We stayed true 
to our soul. We may have been in different Zoom 
squares and distant locations, but we always tried to 
uplift one another from near or far.
During such a challenging year both for me and for 

the synagogue, simple gestures, like a weekly good 
Shabbos text, or a big hug at services, emphasized 

the importance of our DHJC family. And while our 
executive committee doesn’t do much hugging, their 
commitment and effort are unparalleled, and I am 
lucky to have them on the team.
There are a number of trustees who are choosing 

to step down this year. Being a volunteer isn’t easy, 
and I appreciate all the work they’ve put in over the 
years to help DHJC (and I am reminding them that 
just because they’re not on the board, it doesn’t mean 
they can’t stay involved, hint, hint.) I also thank all the 
trustees who will continue to stay on the board and 
help guide DHJC through this next chapter.
As our fiscal year comes to a close and summer 

begins, let’s enjoy the slower pace and find more ways 
to reconnect. Hopefully we have a nice, calm stretch 
until the excitement builds as we prepare for the 
high holidays.  And if you just read that and said to 
yourself, “keinehora”, don’t worry, there are no Friday 
the 13ths left this year.
Have a wonderful summer,
Pauline Schwartz
President, Dix Hills Jewish Center

DHJC Leadership
RABBI  HOWARD BUECHLER rabbibuechler@gmail.com 631-499-6644 
CANTOR  STEVEN HEVENSTONE hazzan@dhjc.org 631-499-6644
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL EDUCATION DIRECTOR   ROBYN LOCKE jewishlearning@dhjc.org   631-499-6655
ECA DIRECTOR  VICKI WEINSTEIN  dhjcnurseryschool@gmail.com  631-499-6655 
YOUTH DIRECTOR  JASON GOLDBERG  jasongoldberg0909@gmail.com  631-499-6655

President  Pauline Schwartz  Pauline.schwartz@gmail.com 
1st VP  Alan Gordon  agordon106@aol.com
2nd VP  Harvey Finkelstein  hsfinkelstein@gmail.com
3rd VP  Jay Gewirtzman  enjinear@aol.com
Treasurer  Joe Fingerman  joe@fingerman.org 
Financial Secretary  Frank Weissman  fjwcpa@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary  Melissa Gordon  Baronmel525@gmail.com
Recording Secretary  Ronnie Grill-Scheinson  babybud3@aol.com
Men’s Club President  Kevin Hellman   khellman3@gmail.com
Sisterhood Co-Presidents  Niki Harel    nassaharel@gmail.com  
 Gabrielle Linzer Gabrielle.linzer@hotmail.com 
 Randi Raanan randiraanan@yahoo.com

(In the case of an extreme emergency, before or after synagogue hours contact Rabbi directly on his cell phone 516-317-8397)

TRUSTEES 
Aaron Altman
Lisa Bloom
Carol Chorney
Len Cohen 
Les Cohn
Jeffrey R. Dubin
Stacey Feldman
Kevin Hellman 
Joel Hershkin
Gail Jospa 
Marc Jurman
Michael Kessler 

altman.tagroup@gmail.com 
labloom@gmail.com
cchorney50@yahoo.com
info@marlen-stamps.com 
lcohn1@optonline.net 
jeff@dubincpas.com
staceyf@hotmail.com
khellman3@gmail.com 
balagan45@aol.com 
gjospa@optonline.net 
doorman@americandoor.com
michaelkessler@levinebuilders.com 

TRUSTEES 
Doug Labovitz
Josh Levinson 
Yona Miller
Lisa Mintz
Robin Nackman 
David Rosen 
Brenda Rosenberg 
Lisa Saffeir
Shari Slepian 
Renée Steinig 
Debbie Zimmerman

dlabovitz@yahoo.com 
joshlev8@gmail.com
ymiller@signaturepremier.com  
lisa@cshdesigns.com 
rnackman@mmm.edu 
sportzphan@aol.com 
brendarosenberg77@gmail.com 
lisa.saffeir@clevercookie.com
sharslep@gmail.com 
genmaven@gmail.com 
debbiezimmerman4@gmail.com
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DHJC Sisterhood Membership Dinner
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DHJC Men’s Club
As someone who has walked through 

the Dix Hills Jewish Center doors for 
over 20 years, I have experienced all 
that the DHJC has to offer, and it has 
been a big part of my life. In fact, I 
met my wife through mutual DHJC 
friends/family. My wife, Susan, and I 
have two wonderful girls who started 
at the DHJC in Mommy and Me and 
preschool, and enjoyed many family 
activities and services growing up 

through their years in the Religious School. Galina became a 
Bat Mitzvah in January 2021, and Aviva will soon begin her 
studies for her Bat Mitzvah in 2023. 

It’s been great to see how the DHJC has started getting 
back to normal gatherings and social events recently. In 
these cautiously optimistic days, I’m honored to take on the 
responsibility as your DHJC Men’s Club President and help 

restore the fun and excitement of the Men’s Club as a social 
destination for our community. In my early conversations 
with my friends and fellow members at DHJC, I’m hearing 
great ideas and a willingness to make the DHJC Men’s Club 
thrive once more. I will look to you, both current members 
and those who have never attended a meeting, to get involved, 
make new memories, meet new people, and grow our family. 

There are already some great activities on deck, so come out 
to the Men’s Club BBQ and have a beer, come to an event, let 
us know what you think and what YOU would like to see and 
do to strengthen our group and make a Men’s Club for today’s 
DHJC. If you have any questions, or would like to reach out, 
please feel free to email me at dixhillsjewishcentermensclub@
gmail.com. 

Warm Regards to All,
Kevin Hellman        

President, Dix Hills Jewish Center Men’s Club                                                                                                                                            

Shalom! We can’t believe 
summer is finally here! 
We are so thankful to 

our members for bringing 
friendship and support 
to each other – and us! – 
throughout the winter and 
spring with Virtual Travel 

to Argentina and Venice, Candy Sushi Making, Mishloach 
Manot for Purim, a delicious Passover Recipe Book, and 
Sunday Morning Mahjong.
We were thrilled to come together and celebrate in person 

with the Sisterhood Cinco de Mayo Membership Fiesta. 
Thanks to all our volunteers who made this night a huge 
success as well as the businesses in our community who 
supported Sisterhood with generous donations for the 

raffle. Because of these donations and the success of our 
raffle, we will be able to expand programming! 
We also are pleased to share that through our Membership 

Fiesta, we also partnered with Baby Essentials of Long 
Island to collect diapers, baby food, and baby clothes to 
support local mothers in need. 
Reach out to us at DHJCSisterhood@gmail.com with 

ideas and feedback so we can continue to build a stronger, 
better Sisterhood community. And remember to follow 
“DHJC Sisterhood” on Facebook to stay up to date on 
events.

We hope to see you soon!
Gabrielle, Niki, and Randi  
Sisterhood Co-Presidents  

Your DHJC Sisterhood

Adventure Park Long Island
Adventureland
All Sportz Melville
Anthony Scotto Restaurants
Bagel Boss of East Northport
Beauty Affair LI
Ben’s Kosher Deli
Camp Southwoods
Carri Cakes
Christopher Street Salon
Club Pilates
Crestwood
Curl Evolution
Daly Designs
Denny’s 
Dr. Bonnie Helfner, DDS

Driftwood Day Camp
Essence Nails & Spa
Fat Boy’s Burrito
Fogo de Chao
Gazillion Bubble Show
Great South Bay Music Festival
Homework Hub
Hooks & Chops
Innovative Martial Arts
Intuitive Massage of Long Island
John Engeman Theater
Jumptown Bounce
Kidz Course
La Mode Nail Salon
La Scala
Laserderm Dermatology

Long Island Ducks
Mabel’s Labels
Mario’s Commack
Mateer Orthodontics
Miller’s Ale House
Mogu Chinese
Monster Mini Golf
Munro Music
New York Islanders
New York Red Bulls
Off Your Wall Art
Oheka Castle
Original Stationery
Pete the Greek
Perfect Cupcake
Picture Perfect Photobooth  

of Long Island
Pizzaiolo
Plaster Funcraft
Prato 850
Refuge
Richie’s Pizza Deer Park
Skin Loft New York
Sky Zone
Sugar Crazy
Suffolk Y
Target
To the Max
Vera Bradley
Yasmin’s Hair Salon

Please show your support to the businesses who graciously supported Sisterhood with raffle donations.
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TBT/DHJC Village
   The TBT/DHJC Village is a welcoming, 
vibrant community of active adults 
whose purpose is to bring meaning to 
its members, connecting them and 
making a difference in their lives by 
creating programs based on mutual 
interests, education, enjoyment 
and service to its members and the 
community.
   The Village, which began during the 
height of the pandemic, has grown and 
flourished this past year. Our activities 
have ranged from trips to the Northport 
Museum and Historical Society tour, Little India lunch 
and tour, and George Washington’s Setauket spy ring 
tour. We zoomed a tour of Israel through the eyes of 
our in-house artist, Lisa Mintz.
   We have visited Karla Gudean’s art studio in 
King’s Park where we created magnificent framed 
masterpieces. Our artistic creativity included projects 
such as watercolor, Zen Tangle and embroidery 
projects.
   Food is always a focus of our attention. Ranging 
from Ben’s boxed lunches to kosher Indian food to 
a hamentaschen bake-off; we always try to include a 
delicious repast.
   Our sports groups include pickleball, basketball, 
bowling and walking. We have schmoozers who 

meet monthly to discuss topics of significant 
interest. Our budding writers participate in 

a writing project which provides an outlet 
for their creativity. We have just started 
a new games activity which includes an 
afternoon of Mexican train dominos, 
backgammon cribbage and other card 
games. Please join us!

   In addition to the activities listed we 
are looking forward to gatherings at the 

beach, Northport Park and the Krasner-
Pollack House tour in East Hampton.

Upcoming events include: 
•  Cell phone photography lesson at one of our   
 beautiful county parks
•  Shabbat services at each of our synagogues,    
 followed by an Oneg Shabbat
•  Theater trips
We welcome all new participants who are members of 
Temple Beth Torah or DHJC. You can join our village 
email list by going to our website at: https://sites.
google.com/view/tbt-dhjc-village/.
You can also find us on the DHJC website under the 
heading “Community”.
You can contact Janet Gewirtzman at jangew@aol.com 
or Ellen Grebstein at mrsgrebstein@aol.com.
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Special Gifts Acknowledgment
Dr. Victor Gold Memorial  Fund:
• Sophia Carmel in memory of Harriet Strauss on the occasion  
 of Sophia's Bat Mitzvah
• Beth & Stephen Cohen in memory of Arthur Weiss
• Beth & Stephen Cohen in memory of Fred Rudin
• Phyllis Lichtenstein in memory of Bernard Bernstein
• Arlene & Bernard Potter in memory of Fred Rudin
• Hillary & Andy Wohl in memory of Troy Levine
• Ellen & Len Zuckerman in memory of Fred Rudin

Steven E. Goldenberg Fund:
• Eve & Sy Fischthal in memory of Frieda Meisler
• Nicole & Adam Glick in honor of their daughter,  
 Mandy's Bat Mitzvah
• Mindy & Mel Lax in honor of Rabbi Ezra Finkelstein
• Hania & Matthew Shatzer in memory of Gary Bloom
• Elaine & Lewis Weinstein in memory of Fred Rudin

Martin & Dora Kreitzman Adult Ed Memorial Fund:
• Susan & Alan Kreitzman in memory of Fred Rudin
• Susan & Alan Kreitzman in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard   
 Buechler & family on the birth of their granddaughter, Rose Adeline

General Fund Donations:
• Charles Basner in memory of Norman Basner
• Barbara Cohen in thanks to all who participated in Purim Baskets
• Andria & Scott Cooper in memory of Fred Rudin
• Laurie Craft & Nick Lucarelli in memory of Allan Glaser
• Stacey & Steven Feldman in memory of Troy Levine
• Alexandra & Joseph Fingerman in memory of Troy Levine
• Roberta & Elliot Gemunder in honor of their Friday Evening   
 responsive reading 
• Sue, Rob, Lee & Sam Gochman in memory of Fred Rudin
• Barbara & Lawrence Gresack in memory of Michael Feinstein
• Ellen Grill & Family in memory of Frieda Meisler
• Casey & Devin Grossman in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard   
 Buechler on the birth of their granddaughter, Rose Adeline
• Irma & Sol Gurman in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler on  
 the birth of their granddaughter, Rose Adeline
• Irma & Sol Gurman in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler on  
 the engagement of their child, Aviva to Sam Mendelson
• Linda Jacknow in memory of Michael Feinstein
• Arlene Jacobson in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler on  
 the birth of their granddaughter, Rose Adeline
• Carol Kushner in memory of Fred Rudin
• Stephen Kuziel & Allegra Natt in memory of Sandra Goldstein
• Linda Landow in memory of Fred Rudin
• Anne & Howard Levine in honor of Stewart Ain's recovery
• Phyllis Lichtenstein in memory of Allan Glaser
• Audrey & Buddy Magid in memory of Allan Glaser
• Allegra Natt & Stephen Kuziel in memory of Sandra Goldstein
• Judith & Michael Ostrow in memory of Allan Glaser

• Mildred & Harold Paley in memory of Allan Glaser
• Debra & Edward Perkes in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler  
 on the birth of their granddaughter, Rose Adeline
• Debra & Edward Perkes in memory of Fred Rudin
• Bettina & Arnold Rabinowitz in memory of Fred Rudin
• Michele Riggio & Family in memory of Sandra Goldstein
• Barbara Rosenberg in memory of Allan Glaser
• Joyce Scharaga in memory of April Silberberg
• Gladys & Donald Stone in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler  
 on the birth of their granddaughter, Rose Adeline
• Marc Strent in memory of Herbert Ashkenas
• Marcy & Ivan Weiss & family in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of  
 Parker Krugman 
• Marcy & Ivan Weiss & family in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of  
 Michael Wagner
• Marcy & Ivan Weiss & family in memory of Michael Feinstein
• Marcy & Ivan Weiss & family in memory of Gary Bloom

Hanukkah Appeal Special Donors:
• Betty & Adam Cole
• Chloe & Jeffrey Dubin
• Alexandra & Joseph Fingerman
• Miriam & Harvey Finkelstein
• Emily & Alan Gordon
• Ronnit & Michael Kessler
• Hania & Matthew Shatzer
• Ellen & Len Zuckerman

Religious School Fund:
• Linda Denning & Brian Kelly in memory of Allan Glaser

Social Action Committee:
• Alice & Gene Fossner in honor of Meryl & Stewart Ain's  
 50th Wedding Anniversary
• Nadine & Michael Jablon in memory of Michael Feinstein
• Nadine & Michael Jablon in honor of Frank Ferrigno's  
 (DHJC security) grandson
• Ida & Gene Lesserson in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler  
 on the engagement of their child, Aviva to Sam Mendelson
• Paula & Marc Saltzman in honor of Murray Schneider
• Sharyn & Roy Shanon in honor of Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler  
 on the engagement of their child, Aviva to Sam Mendelson
• Faith & Jason Vishnick in memory of Gary Bloom

Kiddush Sponsors:
• Meryl & Stewart Ain in honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary
• Michele & Jack Natter in honor of their 49th Wedding Anniversary
• Ellen & Len Zuckerman in honor of their 53rd Wedding Anniversary

Oneg Sponsors:
• Shirley & Abe Fremeth in honor of their 74th Wedding Anniversary
• Casey & Devin Grossman in honor of the wedding of Nadine Belkin  
 & Michael Jablon
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Special Gifts Acknowledgment

Mazel Tovs and Condolences
Mazel Tov To:    
•  Alana Heyligers on the marriage of her son, Adam, to Brette Berman
• Ellen & Peter Marcus on the marriage of their daughter,  
 Ariel, to Matthew Henechowicz
•  Marcia & Leonard Cohen on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Alec
•  Karen & Martin Schackner on the birth of their granddaughter,   
 Goldie Elizabeth
•  Ilene & Jerry Herz on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter
•  Doreen & Matthew Skolnick on the Bat Mitzvah of their    
 granddaughter
•  Lily & Eric Engelhardt on the birth of their grandson, Chase
•  Heidi & Jeff Dorf and Cathy & Ben Moosazadeh on the birth of their  
 granddaughter, Olivia Emma
•  Loretta & Morton Laurence on the birth of their great-grandson,   
 Cory Benjamin Garfinkel
•  Cindy & Jonathan Schwartz on the birth of their grandson
•  Robin & Brad Zamer on the birth of their grandson, Graham Finley
•  Edith & Michael Lehrer on the engagement of their son,  
 Yonaton, to Christy Jung
•  Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler on the engagement of their 
 daughter, Aviva, to Sam Mendelson
•  Laura & Rabbi Howard Buechler on the birth of their grandson

Condolences To:    
• Maxine Koenig on the passing of her beloved brother, Scott Sirkin
• Linda Levine on the passing of her beloved husband, Troy Levine
• Craig Bloom on the passing of his beloved father, Gary Bloom
• Larry Raful on the passing of his beloved father, Robert Raful 
• Martin Goldstein on the passing of his beloved wife,  
 Sandra Goldstein
•  Debra Cohen on the passing of her beloved husband, Morton Cohen
•  Jack Saffer on the passing of his beloved mother, Faye Saffer
•  Esther Wieder on the passing of her beloved mother, Frieda Meisler
•  Richard Lesnoy on the passing of his beloved mother, Joan Lesnoy
•  Amy Perloff on the passing of her beloved husband, Murray Perloff,  
 brother-in-law of Norma & Dennis Drebsky
• Mark Cassuto on the passing of his beloved brother, Albert Cassuto
• Emanuel Plesent on the passing of his beloved brother,  
 Stanley Plesent 
• Lisa Pincus on the passing of her beloved father,  
 Edward Mermelstein
• Barry Kessler on the passing of his beloved mother,  
 Thelma Kessler
• Rachelle Berkowitz on the passing of her beloved brother,  
 Dr. Morris Rabinowicz
• Karen Alpert on the passing of her beloved father, Herbert Kofsky
• Meredith Walfish on the passing of her beloved mother,  
 Rona Koles
• Meredith Ritchie on the passing of her beloved mother,  
 Ellen Jane Tomei

• Hadassah
• Norma & Ed Markowitz

Passover Kiddush Sponsors:
• Alan Cohen & Susan Ouziel in honor of the Dix Hills Jewish Center  
 clergy & congregation
• Amy & Russ Golan in honor of Gregory Rader 
• Nechama Gonenn in memory of Max Moshe Gonenn
• Emily & Alan Gordon in memory of Alan's father, Malvin Gordon
• Fran & Phil Jacknis in memory of their parents, Dorothy & Joseph  
 Cohen and Sadie & George Jacknis

• Gail & Gerald Jospa in honor of the brave & determined Ukranians
• Pam & Mark Koval in memory of Sherry Marcus
• Ida & Gene Lesserson in honor of our friends at the Dix Hills  
 Jewish Center
• Barbara Messemer in memory of Thomas Messemer
• Cathy & Ben Moosazadeh in honor of their granddaughter,  
 Olivia Emma Dorf

Lisa Mintz   Editor in Chief 
Ronda Brooks   Executive Editor
Shari Slepian   Director of Advertising
Deborah Firestone Editor
Renee Steinig  Editor

Debbie Zimmerman  Editor
Irma Gurman  Writer
Gene Lesserson  Photographer
Len Zuckerman  Photographer
Melissa Gordon  Communication Chair 

The Scroll Staff
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Social Action
CAN:  Community Answering Needs      We CAN accomplish anything together!       Thank you!

The mission of the DHJC Social Action Committee is to act 
in ways that empower others and treat them with respect, 
and to recognize that Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World, is 
an integral part of our Jewish heritage.  The Social Action 
Committee of the DHJC works toward creating a more caring 
community and demonstrates the impact that we can have 
on our world.
Alice Fossner Honored – A Woman of Valor 
Our Social Action Committee member, Alice Fossner, was selected 
by the Suffolk YJCC to be honored as A Woman of Valor for so much 
that Alice does to make this world a better place – one person at 
a time. Congratulations to Alice, and thank you for all you do for 
others, including inspiring the rest of us to do more!  Mazal tov!!

Alice Fossner reflects on her honor
On March 28, 2022 I was honored by the Suffolk YJCC, along with 

four other caring women, as 
A Woman of Valor. It was a 
most humbling experience 
for me. I am truly blessed to 
be surrounded by so many 
women and men who are 
constantly performing acts of 
loving kindness and Tikkun 
Olam. Our DHJC Social Action 
Committee is a source of 
inspiration and opportunities 
to do good. And I am very 

grateful for being part of this terrific team.

A Middle School Student and His Social Action Work – By 
Michael Labovitz
During the end of 2020 I decided to assist the DHJC Social Action 
Committee with their Holiday Collection for Children in Need Drop-
off Program by donating both items and my time. This experience 
gave me a desire to do more and be part of the DHJC Social Action 
Committee. The first solo project was to send Hanukkah cards to 
the seniors, families, and Holocaust survivors who receive holiday 
food deliveries from the SYJCC. Cooki Cohn put me in contact with 
the person responsible for these deliveries. I have continued this 
project for the last two years for holidays including Passover, Rosh 
Hashanah, Thanksgiving, and Hanukkah. Hopefully, these cards 
allowed the people who received them to have a smile and a good 
holiday. 
I have continued to be involved in many DHJC Social Action 
Committee events and I 
am proud to be an active 
member. When the Ukraine 
crisis began I felt compelled 
to help the Ukrainian people 
and wanted to figure out a 
way to lend assistance. I have 
always learned about helping 
others in a time of crisis 
and the lessons of  “Never 

Forget” from the Holocaust. When the Social Action Committee 
publicized a collection for the Ukraine people I rushed into action 
to collect items from my lacrosse team. Even though they had little 
time to respond to my request, we received over fifty items for the 
cause. I knew this was not enough and asked Cooki if I could run 
another drive for the Ukrainian people. She reached out to Rev. 
Wasyl Hrynkiw of St. Vladimir Ukrainian Church in Uniondale and 
gave me a list of supplies that were in high demand. At my school, 
Candlewood Middle School, I discussed the drive for medical and 
other specific supplies for the Ukrainian people. I got the approval 

from the Principal and 
Superintendent, created 
a flyer and brought 
boxes for the collection. 
Additionally, I put flyers 
up at my karate studio 
and solicited donations 
from other people. The 
drive was an incredible 
success and I was able to 

add additional items that were brought to DHJC. My parents and I 
dropped off a carload of supplies at the Parish Center and witnessed 
all the work being done by volunteers. They were appreciative of 
all the support and donations.  I only wish I could do more for the 
Ukrainian people in need.

Support for the People of Ukraine
At the start of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in March we supported 
the work of Nassau Legislator Joshua Lafazan and the collection at 
the Woodbury Jewish Center as our DHJC members brought boxes 
and bags of donations of requested supplies – all accomplished 
within two days.  We filled three cars with your donations. Thank 
you!

Our Purim Toy Collection - By Anita and Harry Rayman 
With all that’s going on in the world, we have a need to make 
a difference and when there are children who are unable to be 
discharged from a cancer hospital during a holiday, we always try 
to help any way we can. We have personally witnessed first-hand 
during Chanukah for 
years that people are 
especially generous in 
donating toys to the 
children at Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Hospital. 
MSK has a playroom and 
the children and staff are 
very thankful each year. 
In celebration of Purim 
in March 2022 the DHJC Social Action Committee held a Toy Drive 
and we had the privilege of bringing the toys to MSK. The staff and 
children at MSK were very grateful to receive the abundance of 
toys from our Purim Toy Drive. Thanks to our thoughtful, kind, 
giving Social Action Committee, and the generous donations of 
our beautiful congregants we were able to put a smile on so many 
children’s faces. Thank you for making a difference in these children’s 
lives and for warming our hearts!
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Social Action

Celebrating Arline Berezowsky and her Blankets for 
Hospital Patients – By Cooki Cohn
Arline Berezowsky told me that she crochets blankets to keep herself 
busy while watching television with her husband, Aaron. Through 
the hundreds of her very beautiful handmade blankets, Arline has 

made a difference in 
the lives of hundreds of 
patients in Huntington 
Hospital, Good 
Samaritan Hospital, VA 
Hospital in Northport, 
Memorial Sloan 
Kettering in Commack, 
and people receiving 

treatment after neurological illness at various places. With more than 
a decade of her wonderful work, we celebrate Arline, say thank you, 
and look forward to your beautiful blankets!

R'fuah Sh'leimah Postcards – By Fran Mandel
The Social Action Committee is happy to announce that our R'fuah 
Sh'leimah postcards are available for you to take and send to share 
thoughts for a speedy healing to those who may be in need of your 
thoughts. Send a note telling someone they are remembered and that 
you are thinking of them. The postcards are available in the entrance 
lobby and in the Sandler Minyan Chapel.

The Number on My Grandfather’s Arm with Author  
David Adler
The Social Action Committee was proud to sponsor a Holocaust 
educational program on April 3, 2022 with author David Adler, 

author of The 
Number on My 
Grandfather’s Arm 
and the HBO film, 
The Number On 
Great-Grandpa’s 
Arm. With one 
hundred children 
and adults present, 
David Adler 
spoke about 

his Holocaust-related books. All children present were given 
an autographed copy of David Adler’s book. The questions and 
comments generated by the group were thought-provoking, 
encouraging us to work toward educating others about the 
Holocaust.

A Sobriety Resource Organization for the LI Jewish 
Community
NERALI is a sobriety resource for the Long Island Jewish 
Community sponsored by Congregation Tifereth Israel of Glen 
Cove. We welcomed Jane Fox of NERALI who told us about the 
need to provide assistance to Jewish family members where there is 
someone struggling with an addiction, a support group for family 
members.  For more information visit NERALI.org

Making the Connection - Judaism, Food, Climate and You - 
Meatless Mondays and More - By Ellie Austin
One way that we can help our environment is through the food that 
we eat. 
Each issue of The Scroll will include recipes from you!  If you have a 
vegetarian or vegan recipe to share, please email us at  
recipes@dhjc.org and include your name – thank you!

Cheddar, Chive and Zucchini Quick Bread 
Submitted By Shelley Borman
Ingredients
1 ½ C zucchini shredded   ¼ C chives, diced     2 large eggs  
 ¾ C sour cream    ¼ C butter, melted & cooled  
1 ½ C cheddar cheese, shredded    2 C all-purpose flour   
1 ½ tsp baking powder
Directions
1.  Preheat oven to 350°F.
2.  Mix the zucchini, chives, eggs, sour cream and butter well   
 before mixing in the cheese.
3.  Mix the flour, baking powder, baking soda and salt.
4. Mix the dry ingredients into the wet ingredients and pour   
 the batter into a greased 9x5” loaf pan.
5.  Bake until a toothpick in the center comes out clean, about   
 50-60 minutes. Take out and top with fresh cheddar cheese   
 and chives and bake for an additional 10 minutes.
6. Let cool. Remove from pan and slice. Top with butter, if   
  desired, and enjoy.

Broccoli and Cottage Cheese Pancakes  
Submitted by Ellie Austin from www.myjewishlearning.com
Prep time:  5 minutes     Cook:  10-15 minutes       Serves 4-6
Ingredients
1 ½ C broccoli florets finely chopped  1 tsp kosher salt
1 C full-fat cottage cheese   2 large eggs     ¼ C all-purpose flour  
2 Tbsp chopped fresh chives  2 Tbsp chopped fresh dill 
¼ C extra virgin olive oil + if needed     1 tsp baking powder  
½ tsp freshly ground black pepper    Sour cream for serving
Directions
1. In a medium bowl, stir the broccoli, cottage cheese, eggs, flour,   
 chives, dill, baking powder, salt and pepper until combined.
2. Heat 1 tbsp of the oil in a 10-inch skillet over medium heat.
3. Make pancakes out of the batter, using 3 Tbsps per pancake. Fry  
 until the edges are lacy and browned, 2-3 minutes per side, adding  
 more oil to the skillet between batches as needed.
4. Serve with sour cream and garnish with chopped dill.

You are invited to join us at our monthly Social Action 
Committee Meetings –and help us make a difference.   

We welcome your ideas!
Ellie Austin, Shelley Borman, Alice Fossner, Michael 

Labovitz, Fran Mandel, 
Anita and Harry Rayman for contributions to this page!

Cooki Cohn, Chairperson
Social Action Committee socialaction@dhjc.org

CAN:  Community Answering Needs      We CAN accomplish anything together!       Thank you!
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Throughout the Torah, community is a value that is held 
with the highest importance.  Community gives us a sense 
of meaning. The DHJC has always been a place that uplifts 
with connection and community. Since the onset of the 
pandemic, we have been finding new ways to maintain our 
strong community during these times of decreased in-person 
gathering. Meet our Members was created to foster connections 
and community. Enjoy getting to know your wonderful fellow 
congregants!    

Carol and Alan Chorney  have been members here for 7 
years, since Commack Jewish Center (CJC) closed in 2015 
and merged with DHJC.  As a young married couple who had 
just moved to Commack, they joined CJC in 1979, and were 
members there for 36 years! During that time, Carol, Alan and 
their three sons formed many close friendships. Michael, Eric 
and Lee went to religious school 
and became Bar Mitzvahs at CJC. 
Carol and Alan were both active on 
the Board, with Alan serving as CJC 
president in 1994, and Carol serving 
as president in 2006. She also served 
as CJC Sisterhood president.  Carol 
has continued in a strong leadership 
role at DHJC, and currently serves 
on the Board of Trustees, and 
chairs the Special Accommodations 
Committee, as well as the committee 
that oversees the synagogue’s 
constitution and policies.  Carol and 
Alan also enjoy attending Saturday 
morning Shabbat services on a regular basis, and Carol is a 
member of Sisterhood. 

The Chorney’s have a wonderful family, with three sons, 
three daughters-in-law, and eight beautiful grandchildren. 
Their granddaughter Simone, and grandsons Evan and Nathan 
attended preschool at the ECA.  Most recently, the whole family 
attended DHJC’s Purim celebration.  While it’s true that every 
family is special and unique, there is something really unique 
about the Chorney family. To say that twins run in their family 
is an understatement. This twin tale begins with Carol’s mom, 
Edith, and her mom’s brother, Uncle Joe, who were fraternal 
twins.  Carol explains that fraternal twins are hereditary, while 
identical twins are not. That being said, Carol and Alan’s first 
two sons, Michael and Eric, are identical twins. Their third 
son, Lee, is not a twin.  However, Lee, and his wife Rachel, have 
three children: fraternal twins Natalie & William, and a new 
baby daughter, Madelyn, born this past November. Their son 
Michael, and his wife Lauren, have a single daughter, Simone, 
and identical twins, Evan and Nathan.  And their other son, 
Eric, and his wife Michelle (who is an identical twin herself!) 
have identical twins Isabelle and Alexa.  Even more amazing is 
that Michelle had IVF, with two viable eggs implanted, however, 
one egg didn’t survive, but the other egg split in half, producing 
identical twins!  In all, including Carol’s mom and sons, there 

are two sets of fraternal twins and three sets of identical twins in 
the Chorney family. Wow.

Carol grew up in Oceanside, NY and became a Bat Mitzvah 
at Oceanside Jewish Center.  She went to Buffalo State College 
for speech pathology. When she graduated, although she had 
student teaching experience, it was difficult to get a job on Long 
Island without real job experience. So Carol went down to San 
Antonio, Texas where her aunt lived,  and found many job 
opportunities for teaching speech.  She took a job at a school, 
and started working with a teacher originally from Jersey City. 
That teacher’s husband was in law school in Texas, and he had 
many friends. One of those friends was Alan, and the very next 
week, in the Fall of 1975, Carol and Alan met!  By January of 
1976, when Alan was graduating from law school, they got 
engaged, and were married in September of 1976 at Oceanside 

Jewish Center, where Carol grew up.  
Alan would have been happy to stay in 
Texas, but Carol knew she would miss 
her mother too much, and also felt that 
“you couldn’t get good bagels in Texas 
like the ones on Long Island!”  Carol 
received a grant to do her master’s degree 
at Adelphi.  Alan, who was originally 
from Rhode Island, had a lot of college 
friends from Long Island, and was happy 
to come back here with Carol. They 
moved to Long Beach at first, then a few 
years later settled in Commack. 

Carol worked as a speech pathologist 
in the Northport school district for 

35 years, and retired in 2015.  She had a huge impact on so 
many children throughout all of those years.  She saw many 
changes in the speech pathology field over the years, which 
initially encompassed mostly articulation, and later became 
more focused on special education and the autism spectrum.  
As Carol says, “if you love kids, you can do anything.”  Alan 
worked in private practice real estate and matrimonial law until 
2000.  Now, for the past 21 years, he has been working for the 
state as an administrative judge.  He supervises the lawyers who 
interview people who are denied Medicaid, listening to people’s 
cases again to make sure they are not wrongfully denied.  Alan 
still commutes every day to Brooklyn.

Carol loves hosting all of the Jewish holidays at her home 
with all of her grandchildren.  Chanukah and Rosh Hashanah 
are two of her favorites.  Carol says what she loves most is 
“seeing the holidays through the eyes of the kids, and capturing 
the wonder, excitement and joy in their beings!!”

Ellen and Peter Albert embarked on a journey to Israel at the 
end of April for a visit to the homeland that is so dear to their 
hearts, they plan to move there for 6 months out of the year 
when they retire. The intent of this trip, as well as enjoyment, 
was to scope out and pinpoint which town will become their 
new home.  Three years ago, during their last visit, they thought 

Creating Connections - Meet Our Members

The Chorney Family
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it might be the city of Be’er Sheva in Southern Israel, where they 
made connections with some wonderful people. This time, they 
also wanted to check out Netanya, a city closer to the water, on 
the coast of the Mediterranean, between Tel Aviv and Haifa. 
Next time you see them in shul, ask them if they made their 
decision!

Ellen and Peter have been members of DHJC for the past 
15 years. Ellen’s parents, Barbara and Robert Drucker, are 
also members at DHJC, and enjoy the warm, welcoming 
atmosphere. For Ellen and Peter, a commitment to Jewish 
education has always been a strong value and priority. Their 
three grown children all attended the Solomon Schechter Day 
School of Suffolk County, where Ellen was instrumental in 
starting the school library (more about that later!) and was 
the Tanach (Bible) instructor for a few years. Peter served on 
the Board and Executive Board for 
several years. Ellen and Peter enjoy 
attending Saturday Shabbat services 
and holidays, and were honorees on 
Simchat Torah this year. Ellen also has 
the distinction of being the first young 
woman to become a Bat Mitzvah on 
a Shabbat morning at Temple B’nai 
Sholom in Rockville Center, NY!  

Ellen and Peter are very proud 
of their children. Their son, Brian, 
lives in Forest Hills. He received his 
undergraduate degree in Chemical 
Engineering from Columbia (just 
like his grandfather Robert!), and 
his PhD in Materials Science Engineering from MIT. With 
that degree, he worked in Oregon for Intel, then moved back 
to the Northeast, working for Grumman. Most recently, Brian 
was hired by Google as a software engineer, and works on 
speech recognition for Google Assistant. Their daughter, Jackie, 
graduated from Cornell with an Environmental Sciences degree. 
After doing a few internships out West, she did her Master’s 
degree in the same field at University of Colorado in Boulder. 
For the past few years, Jackie has worked for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as a biologist in New Mexico and is a Species 
Assessment Team Project Manager for the Southwest Region of 
the U.S.  Recently, she transferred to the Annapolis branch, and 
is happy to live much closer to her family. Likewise, Ellen and 
Peter are very happy to have Jackie and their grand-dog, (Mr.) 
Peabody, closer to home! Their daughter, Moriah, studied at the 
Hospitality School at Boston University. She did an internship 
at the Inbal Hotel in Jerusalem, translating their extensive wine 
list to English! Through the group MEOR, Moriah went back to 
Israel, and studied at a girl’s Yeshiva. After graduating from BU, 
she worked for an exclusive Kosher caterer until Covid began. 
She now has a great job with AISH, as the executive assistant 
to the COO, putting together and facilitating educational 
programs. Moriah loves to learn, and enjoys the continuous 
learning her job provides! Moriah’s husband, Aharon, works in 

the finance and insurance field. They live in Staten Island, and 
both work in New Jersey.

Peter is originally from Boston, and remains a Red Sox and 
Bruins fan! He is an avid runner. Peter and Ellen met as law 
students at Hofstra. He has practiced labor, employment and 
education law for more than 35 years, and is currently the Head 
of Special Education Law for a not-for-profit civil rights law 
group, serving students with brain injuries and brain-based 
disorders. Ellen took an extended maternity leave from law, 
planning to eventually return. Her story is an inspiring one 
of following her heart. When Brian started Kindergarten at 
Schechter, there was no school library. Ellen’s strong belief that 
the school needed a library propelled her and other parents 
to create one. She taught herself how to set up a library and 
categorize books. She gave classes to the students, reading to the 

younger ones, and teaching the older 
students library skills from her own 
research skills as a lawyer. What started 
out as volunteering became like a full 
time job. In 1999, she tried get back to 
a part-time legal career at Peter’s office. 
This is when the opportunity arose 
to grade the NYS Bar Exam, which 
Ellen continues to do to this day. She 
continued juggling the library ‘job’ and 
helping Peter with his practice, but 
was putting most of her time into the 
library. In 2005, Ellen was diagnosed 
with breast cancer and it was a wake-up 
call that prompted her to re-evaluate 

her life. It led her to enroll in the Master’s program in Library 
Science at CW Post. In 2006, she got a training position at Cold 
Spring Harbor Library, and after completing her degree, became 
a reference librarian. She was then promoted to her current job 
of manager of her department. Ellen also is the Assistant Editor 
in Chief, and the Co-Editor for Children’s and Teen Literature 
for the Association of Jewish Libraries News & Reviews, 
a digital publication published 4 times a year and posted 
electronically to over 800 members (individuals & institutions). 
Her recent Israel trip included a personal tour and meeting with 
Library Managers at the National Library of Israel in Jerusalem. 
One day, she would love to work in a Judaica library setting. 
Ellen currently enjoys recommending the books for the Rabbi’s 
Morning Book Reviews!

Ellen also has a very artistic side. One of her hobbies is tap 
dancing, and she still takes private lessons. She has performed 
at the Y in a couple of productions! When she was younger, 
she wanted to be an actress. Early in their marriage, Peter 
encouraged Ellen to take an acting course, and she did. 
She’s done “extra” work, and was an extra in movies and TV 
including “Broadcast News,” “Keeping the Faith” and “Law and 
Order.” Watch them and look for her!

The Albert Family
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Ben’s Catered BBQ Packages for 30*
All-American .........................................................  $26.99pp
Deluxe  ..................................................................  $31.99pp
Executive  .............................................................  $38.99pp
Ultimate  ...............................................................  $61.99pp

*Discounts for larger groups available. For details, see our BBQ brochure.

Ben’s Do-It-Yourself BBQ 
Self Service $219.90 for 10

•	 15	Hebrew	National	Beef	Franks	and	Rolls

•	 10	Quarter	Pound	Beef	Burgers	and	Buns

•	 2½	Ready-To-Eat-Or-Heat	BBQ	Chickens	&	
Dinner	Rolls

•	 2	lbs.	Fresh-Cut	Cole	Slaw

•	 2	lbs.	Homemade	Potato	Salad

•	 20	Assorted	Canned	Sodas

•	 Pickles,	Lettuce,	Tomato,	Onions,	
Ketchup,	Mustard	&	Paper	Goods

Ben’s Catered BBQs Make Summer Parties Simple!
We’ll set it up, serve it up and clean it up!

Choose	from	four	menus	or	customize	your	own. 
Ben’s	provides	great	food,	desserts,	drinks,	plenty	of 

ice	and	everything	else	you’ll	need	for	an 
enjoyable	outdoor	event.

Ben’s Is Tops In The Class For Graduation 
& Father’s Day Catering Specials!

Visit	BensDeli.net	to	view	all	our	catering	brochures 
plus	monthly	50th	Anniversary	Specials	

Our regular Takeout Menu is also available online at BensDeli.net 
and also from our QR Code. Home Delivery Available.
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At Gurwin, our philosophy is simple: 
If this were your mother, what would you do?

THE GURWIN FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES: Long-term Care • Short-term Rehabilitation 
Ventilator/Respiratory Care • Advanced Care • Memory Care • Palliative & Hospice Care • Adult Day Programs
Home Care • On-site Dialysis & Infusion Therapy • Assisted Living • Proposed Independent Living Community

FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES

gurwin.org  
631.715.2000 • Commack, NY

GUR039_SealApproval_BrandAd_Bubbe_Jewish_8.5x11.indd   1 2/28/19   2:02 PM
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19 HARNED ROAD, COMMACK
54 JERICHO TURNPIKE (MAYFAIR SHOPPING CENTER) COMMACK

Bar & Bat Mitzvahs
Life Cycle Events
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Religious School

Youth Group Update

Dear Congregants, 
As we look forward to the 2022-2023 
school year, I have much to be thankful 
for. During the past school year, our 
students in the Religious School have 
flourished. There is an excitement in the 
building as we approach summer.  As 
June nears, I reflect back on the wonderful 
recent graduation of our Zayin students, 
as well as the excitement of our Vav 

students as they began to prepare for their B’nai Mitzvahs; so 
many good things have occurred this school year! 
We are partnering with various groups to expand our experience 
with other Jewish organizations including JNF, The Holocaust 
Museum and Tolerance Center, and Temple Adat Yisrael in 
Nigeria, to name a few. 

This summer we will be busy preparing for the next school year 
with new programing, new materials and new ideas. I urge you to 
register early for Religious School to ensure your place in classes. 
Thank you for a wonderful year to all the teachers. Your dedication 
to our students and their families is exemplary . Thank you to 
Cantor Hevenstone and Rabbi Buechler for your guidance and 
spirituality and support throughout the year. Thank you to all our 
support staff (office staff, custodians, security) for all they do for 
the school. Thank you to the parents who make Jewish Education 
a priority. We look forward to next year with great anticipation.
I wish you all a safe and happy summer!
B’Shalom, 

Robyn Locke
Education Director, Religious School 

As we come to the close of another school year, we are 
already planning for and looking forward to when Youth 
Group returns in September.  This past year, it was great to 
return to on-site programs and trips.  After two years, we 
were able to get together and create some great memories, 
doing the classic favorite programs, and some new ones as 
well.  We especially enjoyed the return of the always popular 
Chocolate Seders, as well as the Youth-led Havdalah service.  
We also went on several really enjoyable trips, including 
Starbucks, Pastrami & Friends, Bowling, Dave & Busters, 
and Monster Mini-Golf.  Of course, we are looking forward 
to continuing all the amazing times, and adding to the 
program next year.

I would like to thank Josh Levinson, the Youth committee 

Caryn Assa, and Randi Raanan, and my youth advisors, 
Danielle Jacobs and Samantha Ehrman, for all their help 
with the planning and running of the meetings, trips, and 
events throughout the 2021-22 year. 

If you have any questions about our program, or would 
like to pre-register your child for Youth Group for the 2022-
23 school year, feel free to reach out to me. I can answer all 
your questions, and we can get your child registered so they 
can enjoy Youth Group right from the start of the school 
year! 

Enjoy your summer!
Jason Goldberg

DHJC Youth Director • JasonGoldberg0909@gmail.com
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The Early Childhood Academy 
Dear ECA Families and 

Congregants, 
“Through the eyes of a child”… 

children see everything with fresh 
eyes! Everything excites them, and 
they love unconditionally. At the ECA, 
we have the honor of seeing this every 
day. Children emotionally connect 
through play. I love watching them 

have the occasional dance party in their classroom, march 
up and down the halls with their instruments, sprawl out on 
the carpet listening to the teacher read a story, or just walk 
hand in hand on the playground with a friend, having a 
“serious” discussion! 

The winter days and months might be dreary, and as an 
adult all you want to do is stay inside and keep warm. That 
is not the case for our students. Our children excitedly come 
to school eager to see their friends, play outside regardless 
of how cold it is and immerse themselves in music, art, story 
time and more. Winter provides an opportunity for our 
teachers to incorporate science, math, language arts, sensory 
and so much more into the curriculum. Weather teaches 
us about temperature changes, snow, ice, freezing, melting, 
dressing for the weather, art, hibernation and pretend play, 
to name a few. 

We celebrated Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees, and 
tasted a variety of different fruits. Raisins, figs, oranges 
and apples were a hit. Of course, it wouldn’t be a birthday 
without cake.  The children love baking, where they get to 
measure, pour, stir and best of all…EAT! The children also 

planted parsley seeds that we used at our Passover seders. 
Some of our classes had a class seder at school, with charoset 
they made, as well as yummy matzah ball soup, gefilte fish, 
matzah and macaroons. A post-passover celebration was 
planned for those classes that missed their seder. It’s never 
too late to have matzah ball soup!

After Passover comes the realization that we are winding 
down our school year. I believe we have one of the hardest 
yet most rewarding jobs. This is when I look back on 
those first days and remember the nerves, excitement and 
fear of the unknown. Now, we see children who are more 
confident, independent, and social. Whether they have 
learned to dress themselves, use the potty, cut with scissors 
or throw a ball, every child has learned and grown this year. 
Most importantly, they learned that they are all special and 
loved.

Next up for our children is moving up, and for some of 
them, graduation. I have to say that while all graduations 
are special to me, this one is even more so. This graduating 
class will mark the end of my fourth year. That means I have 
had some of these children under my care since their very 
first day of Parent and Me. To see their growth is one of the 
most rewarding things I could ever imagine. They are part 
of my family, a family that has grown by leaps and bounds, 
and will continue to do so for many years to come. Being the 
Director of this program is both an honor and a privilege.

With love,
Vicki Weinstein,
ECA Director
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Membership
TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, 

SHALOM. 
Hello and Peace to all, 

here and around the world.  

The holiday of Purim 
celebrates the triumph 
of the Jewish people over 
hatred and antisemitism. 
During Purim, we read 
the Megillat Esther, 

which relates the story of how, under the rule of 
King Ahasuerus, Haman, the King’s prime minister, 
plots to exterminate all the Jews of Persia. His plan 
is foiled by Queen Esther and her cousin Mordechai, 
who save the Jews of the land from destruction. As 
anti-Semitism has unfortunately been on the rise 
in our country and all over the world, this year’s 
Purim celebration, which we were finally able to be 
together for again after making our way through the 
pandemic, was especially meaningful. If you haven’t 
attended a Purim Festival at the DHJC, you are really 
missing out as it is a fun-filled, joyous celebration 
where the story of Esther, Mordechai and Haman is 
brought to life in DHJC style.

During this past Purim, it was wonderful to see 
our sanctuary filled with so many young families and 
children. The costumes were vibrant and innovative, 
the cacophony of sounds thrilling and the happiness 
of all the attendees was palpable. The children loved 
all the treasures that came their way, including fun 
toys, hats, and groggers. It was a pleasure to see the 
children having so much fun engaging in all the 
exciting activities, including bouncers and music, 
which kept the atmosphere upbeat and happy. On 
top of all that, there was also a delicious pizza dinner 
and delicious hamantaschen. Many of us who have 
grandkids brought them to experience this wonderful 
celebration, and couldn’t be happier to have watched 
them have such a great time. Our Purim celebration 
was a reminder of the “GOOD OLD DAYS” at the 
DHJC, when we didn’t worry about Covid and were 
not afraid to mingle with our fellow congregants and 
their children. Yasher Koach to the volunteers who 
made this wonderful holiday so special to all.

This past Purim celebration really exemplifies 
what the Dix Hills Jewish Center is all about, which 
is coming together with fellow congregants who 
share the same traditions and values as us. We get 
together to celebrate holidays and special moments 
in our lives, and we also contribute to Tikkun Olam, 
repairing the world, and caring for those who are in 
need financially as well as socially. Be proud of our 
accomplishments, tell everyone about us and let’s 
continue to care about our synagogue so that it can 
provide us with a place to pray, learn, celebrate, and 
make a difference in our community and the world 
for years to come.

If you would like to join this committee, or any 
other committee, please give us a call. We want you 
to be part of the wonderful place we call our second 
home, the Dix Hills Jewish Center.

SHALOM U’LEHITRAOT, AND SEE YOU SOON AT 
THE DIX HILLS JEWISH CENTER!

Yona Miller & Ronnie Grill-Scheinson
  Membership Committee Co-Chairs
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Purim Photos
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Purim Photos
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Surgery at Cleveland Clinic and General Surgery Residency 
at New York University. Dr. Churgin attended Medical School 
at George Washington University and the University of 
Pennsylvania for her Undergraduate studies. She is nationally 
recognized in the field of Cosmetic Surgery. 

Special Expertise:  Abdominoplasty; Armlift; Body 
Contouring; Brazilian Butt Lift; Breast Augmentation, 
Reconstruction and Reduction; Burn and Wound Care; 
Eyelid Reconstruction; Eyelift; Facelift and Neck Lift; Facial 
Reconstruction; Fat Transfers; Gynecomastia; Liposuction; 
Lower and Upper Blepharoplasty; Mohs Skin Cancer 
Reconstruction; Mommy Makeovers; Nasal Reconstruction; 
Non-Surgical Facial Rejuvenation-Botox, Dysport, Fat 
Injections, Juvaderm, Radiesse, Restylane Facial Fillers; 
Non-Surgical Skin Tightening; Rhinoplasty; Skin Cancer 
Reconstruction; and Transgender Top Surgery.

Hospital Affiliation: Good Samaritan Hospital; New York 
Eye and Ear Infirmary at Mount Sinai; Northwell Hospitals– 
Huntington, Lenox Hill, Long Island Jewish, North Shore 
Manhasset, Plainview, South Shore University, Syosset; St. 
Francis Hospital.

Churginplasticsurgery@gmail.com
Churginplasticsurgery.com
G Dr. Samara S. Churgin, M.D., F.A.C.S

  @nyplasticsurgery
  631.661.0202 

MANHATTAN        GREAT NECK       BABYLON  

Your listing will appear under the practice area    and alphabetized as:  Churgin , Samara S.Plastic Surgery 

P R O F I L E   P R O O F

Please mark corrections below.  
Return this form even if  

there are NO corrections

Compliance with doctor advertising rules is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.

APPROVAL:
(Please Initial One)

no corrections are needed.
Initial & date here  

corrections are marked above.
Initial & date here  

Doctor  
Nam

e
Contact 

Inform
ation

If there is text in this red box it is overflow 
from the bio section, please edit bio to fit:

VERIFY YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION: 

NAME • CLINIC/INSTITUTION  
ADDRESS • PHONE • WEBSITE

Bio Inform
ation

(Approxim
ately 100 words

or 715 characters)

Return this form to: Jonathan Benson / Production Director    jbenson@mspcommunications.com    612-336-9243

N E W  Y O R K  2 0 2 2

Please return no later than:

February 2, 2022Dr. Samara Churgin is nationally recognized 
in Cosmetic Surgery - Abdominoplasty, 
Blepharoplasty, Body Contouring, Breast 
Surgery, Facelift, Facial Injectables, Mommy 
Makeovers, Rhinoplasty and Top Surgery. 
Castle Connolly Top Doctor. Double Board 
Certified Plastic, Reconstructive and General 
Surgeon by the American Board of Plastic 
Surgery and American Board of Surgery. 

Fellow of American College of Surgeons. Member of the American 
Society of Plastic Surgeons, The Aesthetic Society and the NYS 
Society of Plastic Surgeons. Fellowship trained Aesthetic Surgeon, at 
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. Plastic Surgery Residency, Cleveland 
Clinic. General Surgery Residency, NYU. George Washington University 
Medical School and Undergraduate University of Pennsylvania.

Plastic Surgery

Churginplasticsurgery.com
Manhattan • Great Neck • Babylon

Instagram @nyplasticsurgery
631-661-0202

SAMARA S.  
CHURGIN, MD, FACS

Dr. Samara Churgin is a Co-founder and Senior Partner of 
a Multi-Specialty Practice, Doctors For Surgery, P.L.L.C. Dr. 
Churgin is a member of an elite group of Female Plastic 
Surgeons who are  Double Board Certified in Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery by the American Board of Plastic 
Surgery, and is a Board Certified General Surgeon by the 
American Board of Surgery. 

Dr. Churgin has received many awards including but not 
limited to America’s Most Honored Doctors, Castle Connolly 
Top Doctor 2021 and 2022, Compassionate Doctor Award for 
over 10 years, On-time Doctor Award, Patient’s Choice Award 
for over 5 years, and Superdoctors New York 2022. Dr. Churgin 
held the position of Treasurer of the Young Physicians Sector 
of the Medical Society of the State of New York. 

Dr. Churgin is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons; 
and a member of The Aesthetic Society, the American Medical 
Association, the American Society of Plastic Surgery and the 
New York State Society of Plastic Surgeons. Dr. Churgin is a 
fellowship-trained Aesthetic Surgeon from New York Eye and 
Ear Infirmary. Dr. Churgin completed her Residency in Plastic 

DR. SAMARA S. CHURGIN, M.D., F.A.C.S

Dr. Churgin is the sweetest and most talented 
surgeon out there! She makes you feel so 
comfortable, and is very attentive to what you 
need and want! I had no bruising, and was back 
on my feet sooner than expected! Her attention 
to detail is impeccable and she makes sure to 
explain exactly what is going to be done so you feel 
confident and more relaxed! I absolutely love the 
results! I couldn’t be happier !

I found Dr. Churgin online after many searches and 
reviews. It was very Important for me to have a surgeon 
who I was comfortable with. And Dr. Churgin was that 
person, she is kind, compassionate and understanding, 
she listened and responded to my every concern. Her 
staff was are also amazing and helpful through the 
entire process. Needless to say I am very pleased with 
the results of my breast reduction, my life since the 
operation has been changed for the better.

Dr. Churgin has completely changed my life. I had drastic weight loss of 
120lbs+ which left me with a lot of extra skin- leading to physical & mental 
battles every day. After some not so great experiences with previous surgeons, 
Dr. Churgin was genuinely a life saver. She is understanding, compassionate, 
intelligent & very very skilled. Her work is amazing and I’m so thankful to 
have found her. This is the result of my first of many procedures with 
Dr. Churgin and I couldn’t be happier!! Thank you.

Frank, Heidi, Kathy, Anne & Mrs. Churgin have been so great along this 
journey, I can’t thank you all enough!

CASTLE CONNOLLY TOP DOCTOR 2022  
AS FEATURED IN THE NEW YORK TIMES ON FEBRUARY 26, 2022
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