DHJC and The Czech Memorial Scrolls
Holocaust Survivors

The Dix Hills Jewish Center is honored to be the home of three of the 1564
Czech Memorial Trust Torahs. Each Torah has been on loan to us from the
Czech Memorial Scrolls Trust, with two sacred scrolls becoming part of our
precious legacy when Suffolk Jewish Center and Commack Jewish Center
merged with DHJC. The 1564 Torah scrolls were rescued from the ravaged
Jewish communities of Bohemia, Moravia, & Silesia following the Nazi
Occupation of Czechoslovakia 1939-1945

Though the scrolls were saved from the Nazis, they were stored for almost
20 years in a synagogue outside of Prague where they remained
(decomposing) until 1963, when the Czech government searched for and
found a buyer for them, Ralph Yablon. Yablon, a founding member of the
London’s Westminster Synagogue purchased the 1564 scrolls and on Feb. 7,
1964 they arrived in London. The scrolls, all 1564 were in need of repair and
Rabbi David Brand, a sofer in London, undertook the massive task of
restoring them, a task which took nearly 30 years.

Many of the scrolls are presently on loan to synagogues throughout the
world. The Sefer Scroll that was brought to Dix Hills Jewish Center by the
Memorial Scrolls Trust in December 1980 is scroll number 1114. It was
written in 1850 and comes from the village of Chotebor. Scroll number 344
written in 1815 in the village of Prostejov was originally in Suffolk Jewish
Center. Scroll number 1416 written in 1780 in the village of Budyne was
originally in Commack Jewish Center. We are proud and blessed to be
caring and safeguarding these sacred Torahs.

We honor the memory of these Jewish communities, and all Jewish
Communities each time we see these majestic scrolls on display and when
we use them at sacred moments of remembrance. May the victims of the
Shoah never be forgotten and may these Scrolls, along with the others,
serve as a symbol of hope for all generations to come.

For more information on the Memorial Scrolls Trust, please go to:
https://memorialscrollstrust.org/
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Our Holocaust Torah

Original Aicie by Joel Mors

~ Adapted by Ronald Stelgman and Joseph Marcal

When d person enters our

Synagogue, one of the firsf
objects that Is seen s our
Holocaust Torah., Since a large
porfion of our members and
visifors ware not around when the
Torah was aceuired it Is necessary

to repeat its history and ifs history!

In the Commack Jewish Center,
When the Nazis destroyed
Jewishh  communities the
methodicolly gothered togethe
the Torahs from the Synagegue:
They contemplated @ permdnen
exhiclion of the works of an
exterminated “people.
believe that our-Holocaust Totah
did not fall Info Nazl hands and
{that # was buried to prevent th
Geimans from captuing it. When
the *Thousand Year Reich” cam
to an end, dfter a petied Infinitely

less than ¢ thousand years, but Q.

thousand fimes foo long, 1,564

Torahs were found. The existence’

|of this Torah and others lke it
came 1o our attention while at a
Jmesting of the National
Federation of Jewlsh Mer's Clubs,
our parent arganization, These
Torahs hod been sfored ot the
Westminlster Synagogue In
Londlon, Englend. :
efforts of many dedicated

peopls, this Holocaust Torah has.

found a resting ploce o the
Comiriack Jewlsh Cenfer.

" Ronald  Steigman  and
Clement Soffer developed the
idea of acquiing a Holocaust
Torah affer hearing Jack Blum of
the Regional Nattonol Federation
of Jewlsh Men's  Clubs speak,
Michael Chetkoff on a fip to

We

Through the|

England in 1978 obldined the
needed Information. A
commiftee chdired by Roneld

Jacgbson and Morls . Rubenfeld
was formed fo obidin the Torah
and the approptiaie showcose.
Mérls  Rubenfeld grgclously

store this Tordh. Due 1o significant
damage, the Torah is unusable.
The dedicated efforts of Cantor
Leon Wolk and Alan Wegman
must also be recognized both for

the Torah, but also for
memorable evening when In

Holocaust Day.

Torah came entirely from the
Men's Club Torah Fund. Qur torah

Steigman and Clement - Soffer,
congdisiing of George Koff, Lamy

dondfed an elegant showoase’
which is located it our lobby o

thelr help and advice in obtaining
the

1978 the Tarah was dedicated on’

Funds used fo oblain ihis

Is ohe of the oldest of the 1,564

Torahs that have been found, I
belonged to o Synagogue In
Budyne, Czechoslovokia. # waos

in 1780 in honor of his mother,
Fropress Maria Teresia. The Tordh
was called ‘Terezin” We don't
know whether tt was named for
Empress Marla Tetssia or for ihe
fown of “Terezin, which {s [ocated
7 miles form Budyne This fown

ews lost ihelr lives.
Our sacred  Scroll

been collected from a

Budyne., . ke many others, the
oral is unusable because s
bumed In part, tom In some
instances and may even have
lood from victims who tled fo
shield the Haly Scrolls fiom being
completely destroyed, '

_ When the Torah arived af
|JEK dirport the CJC was inforrmed.
onaid Steigmain went to get the

value of the Torah was, His answer
was that IF was worth ¢ great dedl
and he put a value on if. Then he
wos Informed shat since i was so
valuable the import tox was one
customs officlal  that  religious
on loan had no fax. After of least
an howr the cusfoms officicl
agreed and gave Ronald
IStelgman  the  Toranh on  his
tsignature, Now it resides In our
synagogue and-in our collective
{mermory,

dedicated by Empestor Joseph |i:

lafer became- a concentration
amp, Terezensiat, where many]

had

desecrated Syndgogue in

Torah, He was asked what the

thousand dollars. Ronald fold the |

aricles imported and fechnically

wiww.commackjc.ong
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