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COMEDY NIGHT COMEDY NIGHT

A great Fall Gala was had by all, led by our amazing Emcee/Auctioneer, Kevin Hellman.
Special thanks to Kevin and his fabulous team: Harvey Finkelstein, Janet & Jay Gewirtzman, Yona Miller,

Brenda Rosenberg, and our bartenders: Cheryl Kaylie ¢ Raenee Wetstein (( 0 é/ 7 : (g

STrepht ffrom the Ledter of Laughter Tor

.‘r' Our own Mzchael Rabinowitz
wows the crowd with his
Opening Act.

Laughs
Galore!
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Rabbi Buechler in the old city of Jerusalem
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Partial skyline of central Tel Aviv
and engeing construction boom

Central Tel Aviv residential building
domaged by lranian missile strikes
in June 2025

abbi Buechler in tront o
kosher MeDonald's
in Jerusalem

Two Rabbi Buechlers ot the new
natianal library in Jerusalem
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Dear Friends:

Hanukkah is a joyous
tapestry of celebra-
tions. A perfect blend
of home centered tra-
ditions along with
the warmth of food,
faith, family, friends,
songs, and the gifts of our heritage.
Commencing on Sunday evening,
December 14, we dispel the darkness
of winter with the kindling of the
Hanukkah menorah (Hanukkiyah)
each of the eight days, embraced by
those nearest and dearest to us. In the
illuminating brightness of the candles
(or of oil menorahs), we also share and
care by giving gifts to one another -
and gifts that provide to those in need.

We add nuances to our candle light-
ing traditions and songs, through
our creative and varied culinary tra-
ditions. From latkes to sufganiyot
(jelly donuts) to Sephardic fritters
(fazuelos or hojuelas), the ethnic
cuisines we have inherited are
remarkable. There are Jewish cook-
books representing our culinary
heritage, from Morocco to Italy and
from Persian foods to Lithuanian and
Polish dishes, that range from vegetar-
ian to brisket, goose, and lamb!

Each night of Hanukkah is open to
brilliant creativity through our foods
and sharing our values. Each night in
our homes, we can focus on a Jewish
value - tzedakah, compassion, passion
for Israel, our history, our mitzvot and
our stories - and make each evening
unique and precious. Our gifts can
include buying blue & white - items
from Israel, from Judaica to wines,
to Israeli food. Bring in kosher foods
that go beyond deli - there exist tan-
talizing cuisine options, between here
and Roslyn and Great Neck and the
Five Towns & NYC, representing the
best of Persian, Moroccan, Yemenite,
North African, Bukharin, Israeli,
Chinese, Ashkenazi, and even Peru-
vian Jewish cuisines for us to sample.

On at least one night, instead of, or
in addition to giving gifts one to
another, select a charity or Israel cen-
tered philanthropy and give until it
feels good! Make one night an evening
of family heritage and speak about the
roots of our families - show heirlooms
and photos and maps of your Jewish
roots.

Hanukkah literally means dedication
and the holiday is deeply nuanced
with overlapping layers of meaning
and values. Hanukkah transcends
gifts and foods with a very complex
insight into geo-politics and ethical
values. As we light the candles, they
offer a portal into Jewish history as a
beacon of our ethos!

In the year 165 BCE, the Maccabees,
a dynasty of Cohains living in Modi'in,
(central Israel today), recognized the
corruption of the world around them.
They witnessed the Seleucid Empire
imposing a tyrannical rule upon the
people of Judea. As Jewish leaders,
they saw firsthand the injustices being
committed by the Greco-Syrian tyrant
Antiochus. He, along with his mili-
tia, intervened in the daily life of the
Jewish people, marginalizing them,
curtailing their religious freedoms,
and brutally oppressing our ancestors.

In the first recorded battle for reli-
gious freedom, the Maccabees began
a struggle to overthrow the shack-
les of those wielding corrupt power.
First, the Maccabees had to wage a
campaign to win over the hearts of the
Jewish people, as complacency and
a sense of futility had set in. The Mac-
cabees inspired the people by placing
front and center the Jewish values of
compassion, justice, the dignity of all
people, and the right of freedom and
liberty from persecution. In doing
so, the revolt against tyranny and a
revolution in favor of a community
that values every member and free-
dom, that revolution succeeded in
banishing the corruption of tyranny
and the corruption of the soul.

Upon recapturing Jerusalem, the
indivisible capital of a sovereign
Jewish people, the Maccabees purified
the ancient Temple to symbolize that
our values once again would be the
guiding light of our ancestors - and
every Jewish generation.

The Maccabees have bequeathed to
the world, moral grandeur, a foun-
dation that the powerful concepts of
justice, compassion and freedom are
enshrined in our lives and deeds - and
that the power of ideas lead us to over-
coming tyranny in every generation.

The Liberty Bell in Philadelphia
bears the cherished value of Torah:
‘Proclaim liberty throughout the land
to all the inhabitants thereof’ That is
the glow and beacon of Hanukkah - to
battle corruption, complacency, and
hatred with the moral imperatives that
are the sacred predicates of our people.
As Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, of blessed
memory, the former Chief Rabbi of
Great Britain has stated: “While other
people seek power, as Jews our path is
illuminated by the power of ideas and
moral values.”

May the lights of our Hanukkah
menorahs bring a glow to our homes
and our neighborhoods and our
world. In the light of those incandes-
cent candles, may the torch of Torah
and Jewish values inspire us and our
world to create more harmony, more
hope, more justice and more dignity.

Laura along with Yael, Yair, Lev &
Nadav; Aviva, Sam & Remi; Hillel
Jaclyn, Liana, Rosie & Lyla; Elie,
Tamar, Kobi, Eitan & Leora; Noam,
Linda & Orli join me in wishing you
and your loved ones, a joyous, blessed
and illuminating gift of Hanukkah
that brightens our homes and our
world with shalom!

Shalom,
Rable Howard R. Buechler
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RABBI BUECHLER’S CLASS SCHEDULE
Winter 2025-2026

All classes On Site & On Zoom unless noted

MONDAYS

BOOK REVIEWS & MORNING CLASSES
MORNING BOOK REVIEWS @ 11:00 AM

e DECEMBER 15 - THE SECRET OF SECRETS
BY DAN BROWN
e FEBRUARY 23 - THE NIGHT SPARROW
BY SHELLY SANDERS
e MARCH9- THE NIGHT TRAVELER
BY ARMANDO LUCAS CORREA
e MARCH 23 - SISTERS OF FORTUNE
BY ESTHER CHEHEBAR

NEW ON TUESDAY MORNINGS
WITH RABBI BUECHLER!
TORAH TIME

MEETING WEEKLY IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING OUR MORNING MINYAN (7:30 AM)
ToORAH TIME: TUESDAYS - 8:00 AM - 8:30 AM
DECEMBER 2, 9, 16 - JANUARY 6, 13, 20 -

FEBRUARY 3, 10, 17, 24 - MARCH 17, 24, 21

AN INVIGORATING DEEP DIVE INTO THE MEANING OF OUR

WEEKLY BIBLICAL TEXTS.
MOST ENGAGING CONVERSATIONS AND STUDIES OF OUR
BIBLICAL HERITAGE.

WEDNESDAYS JEWISH HISTORY CLASS
@ 10 AM

DECEMBER 3, 10, 17 - JANUARY 7, 14, 21 -
FEBRUARY 4, 11, 18, 25 - MARCH 4, 18, 25
EXPLORING JEWISH HISTORY & TOPICAL EVENTS

THURSDAYS
A MORAL COMPASS: EXPLORING CORE

JEWISH VALUES
9:30 - 10:30 AM
DECEMBER 4, 11, 18—FEBRUARY 5, 12, 19, 26 -
MARCH 5, 19, 26
THE SACRED, MYSTICAL AND DEVOTIONAL CONCEPTS THAT ARE
THE INFRASTRUCTURE AND DNA BUILDING BOCKS OF OUR
HERITAGE AND CONTEMPORARY REALITIES. THE ETHICAL
IMPERATIVES THAT ARE THE GIFT OF JUDAISM IN THE WORLD.

LUNCH & LEARN WITH
RABBI
MONTHLY ON
THURSDAYS

@ 11:30 AM

DECEMBER 18 - THE MAGIC OF

HANUKKAH
FEBRUARY 12 - JUDAISM &

THE ENVIRONMENT
MARCH 5 - SAVING OUR SEDERS
EACH LUNCH CHOICE MUST BE MADE
ONE FULL WEEK PRIOR
COST $25 PER PERSON FROM BENS
DELL.

THURSDAY EVENINGS @
7PM
UNCORKING JEWISH

VALUES

ON-SITE ONLY!
Varietals!

DECEMBER 11—HANUKKAH WINES
FEBRUARY 5—WINES OF FRANCE
MARCH 5—WINES OF ITALY
Join us as we taste & explore our
heritage and sample the fine wines of
global
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FROM OUR CANTOR

-

What is your favorite thing
about Hanukkah? If you close
your eyes and allow yourself
to be transported to different
Hanukkah moments throughout
your life, what feelings come to
mind?

Perhaps if we ask young
children in the US. - where

~ gift-giving has become a major
component of the holiday - their answer might be,
“getting presents!” But as we shift to our late teenage
years, through college, then to our adult lives, and
finally creating a family of our own, the Festival of
Lights takes on a much deeper meaning.

For me, feelings of warmth, light, and peace fill my
soul during Hanukkah. My favorite thing about the
holiday is the moment of pausing to light the candles,
huddled with my family, friends, and community, then
singing songs together, as the warmth and the light
from inside our home leave all traces of the darkness
and cold of winter far away from reach.

Because it is a relatively “recent” holiday by biblical
standards, Hanukkah has few; albeit powerful, liturgical
additions. We light the candles with the melodic
blessings; we say the Full Hallel - a joyous set of tefilot
with lively congregational participation and some of
the “catchiest” tunes in Jewish prayer — for 8 straight
days; and we add a paragraph during the Amidah and
the Birkat Hamazon.

This added paragraph summarizes the story of
Hanukkah. In an abridged translation, it says: “In
the days of [the Maccabees], the cruel Kingdom of
Greece arose and demanded that Israel abandon Your
Torah and Your mitzvot. You stood by Your people in
their time of trouble, fought their fight, avenged their
wrongs, delivered the strong and many in the hands
of the weak and few, the corrupt and evil in the hands
of the pure and righteous. And thus You made a great
name for Yourself and saved Your people Israel. Then
Your children came into your Temple, cleansed it,
and lit candles there. They established these 8 days of
Hanukkah to give thanks and chant praises to You”

It is interesting to observe how a period of such
fierce rebellion and fighting originated as a festival
that creates moments of such peace and light. It must
have been very difficult to live in Judea during the
time of the Maccabees. Those who chose to stand up

to the Seleucids and defend their land and their right
to practice their own sacred traditions did so at great
cost. How wonderful it would be if they could see us,
two thousand years later, lighting candles and singing
songs, cherishing peace as a result of their fight.

Defending our ideals and values, even when
outnumbered as were the Macabees, is part of our
mission in the world as Jews. Hanukkah reminds us,
however, that the end goal is always to achieve peace,
harmony, and completeness.

Teaching our Jewish values to our children is one
of my most important missions as a hazzan and an
educator. I cherish seeing the eyes of our nursery
school kids shine as they learn new melodies and sing
familiar tunes. I treasure watching the personalities
of our religious school students flourish as they
mature and find their paths in life whilst absorbing
our peoples traditions and prayers, then putting
them in practice at each of our class-led Shabbat and
Havdalah services.

Our prayer leader course remains strong as we study
each of our morning tefilot and develop leadership
skills, and our adult Haftarah class is now underway,
challenging our minds to acquire new forms of

knowledge.

Our Tot Shabbat, now multiple times a month, has
grown into a true beit knesset, a place where young
families and children assemble to learn, to sing, to
build, and to have fun together. Our children are the
future of our community and are always welcome in
our synagogue!!!

I want to finish by thanking our children, teens, and
adults of all ages who participated in our High Holiday
Youth Choir and Adult Ensemble, dedicating so much
of their time and energy to bring harmony and song
to our community in such a delightful and joyous way.
Both groups continue to meet regularly, so if you want
to sing with us, the door is always open!

Together with my wife Denise and my children Liora
and Ilan, I wish everyone a Hanukkah Sameach, with
the courage to stand up for what we believe in and the
wisdom to create peace, harmony, and light in our lives
and for those we love.

Happy Hanukkah!!!

Cauntor Hlex Scthinazd

[F.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As the glow of Hanukkah
candles begins to brighten
our winter nights, we come
together once again to cel-
ebrate this time of miracles,
hidden and revealed. Each
flicker of the menorah re-

minds us that even a small
light can illuminate great darkness, especially
when we share it with others.

This year, we are especially excited to gather for
our Second Night Out Festivities on Monday;,
December 15th! Join us as we light the meno-
rah together, sing familiar songs, and share de-
licious latkes, sufganiyot, and warm company.
Be sure to come for the music, the food, and

simply the feeling of being part of something
bright and meaningful! Your presence will
make the night complete.

Hanukkah invites us to remember the miracles
of the past and recognize the everyday miracles
we create as a community — through acts of
kindness, friendship, and faith. Together, we
continue to bring light not only to our syna-
gogue, but to the wider world around us.

May the lights of Hanukkah fill your homes
and hearts.

Chag Urim Sameach!
Lisa Maron

Executive Director, Dix Hills Jewish Center

DHJC LEADERSHIP

CANTOR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR LISA MARON
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PRINCIPAL ROBYN LOCKE
ECA DIRECTOR VICKI WEINSTEIN

Financial Secretary

Recording Secretary
Men’s Club President
Sisterhood President

TRUSTEES

RABBI HOWARD R. BUECHLER rabbibuechler@gmail.com
ALEXANDRE SCHINAZI

(in the case of an extreme emergency, before or after synagogue hours contact Rabbi directly on his cell phone 516-317-8397)

President Harvey Finkelstein  hsfinkelstein@gmail.com
1st VP Jay Gewirtzman enjinear@aol.com

2nd VP Kevin Hellman khellman3@gmail.com
3rd VP Robert Krugman rkrugman@gmail.com
Treasurer Frank Weissman fiwcpa@aol.com

Jason Bartow
Corresponding Secretary Stacey Feldman
Renee Steinig
Jeffrey Neurman
Debbie Zimmerman debbiezimmerman4@gmail.com

631-499-6644
631-499-6644
631-499-6644
631-499-6655
631-499-6655

cantoralexschinazi@gmail.com
lisa.maron@dhijc.org
jewishlearning@dhjc.org
dhjcnurseryschool@gmail.com

Jason@Bartowlnsurance.com
staceyf@hotmail.com
genmaven@gmail.com
jeffneurman@hotmail.com

TRUSTEES

Niki Assa Harel
Jason Bartow

Lisa Bloomstein
Carol Chorney
Jonathan Deblinger
Jerold Dornbush
Scott Gerber

Alan Gordon*

Ellen Grebstein
Casey Grossman
Matthew Grossman
Joel Hershkin

nassaharel@gmail.com
jason@bartowinsurance.com
Ibloomst@optonline.net
cchorney50@yahoo.com
jdebling@gmail.com
jpdornbush@gmail.com
sgmc90@gmail.com
agordoni06@aol.com
mrsgrebstein@aol.com
casey.jill@gmail.com
mgrossman83@gmail.com
balagan45@aol.com

Gail Jospa*
Michael Kessler*
Doug Labovitz
Michelle Lampert
Josh Levinson
Yona Miller
Jeffree Neurman
Merryl Polen
Randi Raanan

Brenda Rosenberg*

Jonas Wagner
Debbie Zimmerman

*Past President

gjospa@optonline.net
michaelkessler@ddny.com
dlabovitz@yahoo.com
meeshy36@hotmail.com
joshlev8@gmail.com
ymiller@signaturepremier.com
jeffneurman@hotmail.com
merrylp@gmail.com
randiraanan@yahoo.com
brendarosenberg77@gmail.com
jonasjwagner@gmail.com
debbiezimmerman4@gmail.com
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

As the seasons change,

we at the DHJC can reflect
on a most meaningful and
extraordinary High Holiday
Period and look forward to a
great year.

Our DHJC home was filled
to the brim with families
and exhibited how we are a
vibrant synagogue that is truly a blessed spiritual
home for our community. The sanctuary and
Garden room were full of families and there was a
new vibrancy and a feeling that we are continuing
the DHJC tradition of being a true center of Jewish
Life - for all our members.

We truly are moving forward. By witnessing the
numerous young families in our community,
we are fortunate to see the future of our shul. Its
significance signals how we have a future and
will continue the vision and commitment of the
founders of the DHJC.

It was a meaningful start to the Jewish Year.

After Sukkot I
went on a five-day
trip to Israel for a
family  wedding.
The last time I
was in Israel was
January 2024 as a
volunteer on a two-
week JNF mission;
this  trip  was
different. The last
of the living hostages had just returned and there
was a much more optimistic and in fact thankful
and relaxed feeling that was not present before. In
the streets the people were hopeful that the war
was winding down. There were many more people,
especially tourists in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem for
the Succoth Holiday, and staying afterwards. There
was truly a sense of hope that Israel was moving
forward. There was a palpable sense that Israel

can start thinking
of rebuilding and
recovering.

At the wedding,
there was so much
joy. All my cousins
and their IDF friends
were able to unwind
and party hard the
whole night. They
could relax and start : ¥
having some enjoyment, knowing there was a hght
to look forward to. We are a people of resilience!

On my last night in Israel, I walked to the Kotel
through the shuk. The remaining shop stalls were
open and welcoming and it was evident that
many Arabs also felt some relief that there were a
possibility and desire to return and explore a way
forward. I am hoping that this is true and our home
of Israelis find a way to move forward - it will be
a long road but there is a feeling of hope in the air
and that is something to hold onto and fight for!

As we move
forward to the
Hannukah period,
I look forward
to our DHJC
celebrations and
our Second Night

= ol Bl Lo Out festivities.
The hght of Hannukah w1ll mark a period of
remembrance of the past and that we are strong
and resilient. We will continue to find ways to
support the State of Israel, our eternal homeland,
and ensure that both Israel and DHJC are strong,
vibrant, and spiritual homes for all of us. We will
continue to be resilient and build a strong future-

Am Yisrael Chai!

Happy Hanukkah!
Dinbbelotec

President, Dix Hills Jewish Center

ki) The Scrol



KRISTALLNACHT GUEST SPEAKER - IRENE FRIELICH

After rediscovering her father Walter Stern's recorded testimony, Irene embarked on an extraordinary
journey to uncover her family's escape from Nazi Germany on Kristallnacht and their survival in

. DHJC -
-9nd Night Out

Photos Courtesy of Gene Lesserson

hiding. We thank Irene for her powerful story of loss, resilience, and hope.
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Monday, Dec. 15

@ 6:

PM

_]om Us for 2nd ngsht (@01 Celebxauons

Outdoor

anc%iLle L3 g_htmg & Songs‘

Fun for Al 'Ages”' i ’:co’o""\;

$18 per household . [=]

Sp(mxm ship Oppm tumm o,
Available :

The Light That Endures

Within the shroud of night, so dark and deep,
The Hanukkah candles awaken from sleep.
Not just a dance of shadow and light,

But courage reborn through the longest night.

Through trials of time, a people survived,
Like the Phoenix from ashes, again revived.
Their faith unbroken, their spirit strong—
They carried the flame, they carried the song.
The sacred Menorah, with branches seven,
Once graced the Temple — a gift from heaven.
But during Hanukkah, the Hanukkiah shines,
Nine steady flames, with stories entwined.
Eight for the days the oil held true,

And one for the Shamash, who lights the few.
A miracle remembered — an oil’s small tale,
Burning eight nights, though it should fail.
The Phoenix returns, its wings of flame,
Rebirth and resilience its endless claim.

A mirror of faith, of struggle and grace,

Of a people who rise in every place.

The Menorah’s light — more than it seems,
It burns in our hearts, it kindles our dreams.
A promise of hope when darkness falls,
A whisper of strength through ancient walls.
Each year we gather, each year we light,
To honor the brave who fought the fight.
Miracles past, and courage anew,
The light that endures — in me and in you.
And this year, as candles shimmer and gleam, __.
We whisper the names we hold in our dreams. -
For those who returned — may healing be near,
For those brought home only to tears, we revere.
May every flame, as it flickers bright, - 2
Carry their memory into the night. + /
A prayer for the missing, a vow to stand,
For peace to return to our beloved land.

So when the candles glow soft and grand,
Remember — they’re more than a winter’s hand.
They tell of a people, steadfast and true,
Whose light and compassion will always renew

S

Tina Lee Gibbons
2025
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KINDLING THE HANUKKAH LIGHTS

11 11 The candles (or oil wicks) are arranged in the Hanukkah menorah as illustrated from
KL HAPRY right to left. With the menorah facing vou as shown. we light the candles from left
to right 2o that the newly added candle is kindled first. We add a new candle for each
day and always have the SHAMMAS - (the helper candle) which is used to light the

other candles.

i

First Night - Sunday, Dec. 14

Kindle First Hanukkah Candle After Night Fall
Recite Blessings #1, 2 {5 3

Second Night - Monday, Dec. 15
Kindle Hanukkah Candles After Night Fall
Recite Blessings #1 & 2

Third Night - Tuesday, Dec. 16

Kindle Hanukkah Candles After Night Fall
Recite Blessings #1 & 2

Fourth Night - Wednesday, Dec. 17
Kindle Hanukkah Candles After Night Fall
Recite Blessings #1 & 2

Fifth Night - Thursday, Dec. 18
Kindle Hanukkah Candles After Night Fall
Recite Blessings #1 &' 2

Sixth Night - Friday, Dec. 19

Kindle Hanukkah Candles & Shabbat Candles no later than 4:11 PM
(Kindle Hanukkah Candles First)

Recite Blessings #1 & 2

Seventh Night - Saturday, Dec. 20

Kindle Hanukkah Candles after Shabbat Concludes -
no earlier than 5:14 PM
Recite Blessings #1 & 2

€6 EeE et

\e—0

Kindle Hanukkah Candles After Night Fall
Recite Blessings #1 & 2

) Eighth Night - Sunday, Dec. 21

(=

WONDER OF WONDER, MIRACLE OF MIRACLES
. i The Hebrew letters depicted on the dreidel - nun, gimel, hey and shin -
shin ey GUNer sluy . : 5 .
stand for the expression ‘Nes Godol Hayah Sham|, a great miracle
J | ) § happened there, The miracle referred to is the battle of the Maceabees
n) #J | y | ; and the rededication (Hanukkah) of the Temple centuries ago in
i £ ; Jerusalem after the defeat of the Syrian-Greeks,

12 The Scroll [
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Hadlakat Nerot Chanukah —
Blessings for Kindling the Hanukkah Candles

MIIENIT N30 - First Blessing
D7IUD 97007 1 ADN N
T1220 7E 03 7T NN PRI WTT TN
Transliteration:
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melekh ha-olam,
asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotay, v'tzivanu 'hadlik ner shel Chanukah.
Translation:
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,
who has sanctified us with His commandments
and commanded us to kindle the lights of Hanukkah.

MIYn N2720 - Second Blessing

O7Iun 70207 P OnN 300
11 NIANT 0'DI N
TN T2 OnD 0.

Transliteration:
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melekh ha-olam,
she’asah nizim la’avoteinu
bayamim hahem bazman hazeh.
Translation:
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,
who performed miracles for our ancestors
in those days, at this scason.

TN N27AN - Third Blessing (First Night Only)
OF7IUD 70 107N " OnRs O,
AR
T 0T 438000,

Tranzliteration:

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melekh ha-olam,
shehecheyvanu, vkiv'manu, v'higianu laz'man hazeh.
Translation:

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,
who has granted us life, sustained us,
and enabled us to reach this season.

After Lighting the Candles -
Ha-Nerot Ha-Lalu
TN 7Y NINTDI0 7Y 0030 7Y 1977 TR NI 1770 Ninan
7302 T 7Y DTN R 0NN D'NRINIRNT DWYY NINNTRn v
THEM 2T 181,00 T7 1770 N3N 7230 1 NN 721 .0WITEn
TIOTINITIOT T2 ,7272 ONINTT H7N 002 Wnneany
TN TUL T MIRTDI TV 0 T TN e,
Ha-nerot ha-lalu anachnu madlikin al ha-nissim v'al ha-nifla‘ot...
These lights we kindle to commemorate the miracles, the wonders, the salvations

and the battles which You performed for our ancestors in those days, at this season.

Maoz Tzur - Rock of Ages
ATIM O T79M N 20,037 NN 37 M 1y 1iun
NAIND ¥R NAPR 120 Y7 .Nan,
MATRAN N30 VAT W3 RN T,
Maox teur y'shuati, 'cha na’eh 'shabe’ach...
Rock of Ages, my stronghold and deliverer, to You it is [itting to give praise.
Establizh the house of my prayer, and there we will bring offerings of thanks.
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May thedights of . sa_ oronZoom
Hanukkah usher . Q\‘ Wm Join Us On Site
in a beEtef world for Our

Sunday Evening . fOI' aIl

December 14 Humanity! BOI"Y 8 habbat Pl'ayel’s

On Federal Holiday Weekends!

" HAPPY, | Celebrate Shabbat
HANUKKAH Friday Evenings e 4:15 PM
Afternoon Services & Shabbat Prayers

FIRST CANDLE LIT

& December 26, 2025
The Meaning of Hanukkah Lights Classic Chinese Hors d’ouevres

Candles are hypnotic. The collected blaze of the hanukkiyah invites reflection. When we look into the flames, we remember more than we
know, and feel more than we can express. Flames work that way.

The first blessing is the birkat mitzvah. It follows the familiar formula “who made us holy with the mitzvot and made it a mitzvah for us to...”
Mitzvot are preceded or followed by a brakhah using this formula. It focuses our attention and defines the action as one which will lead to
meaning.

The second blessing is she’asah nissim la’avoteninu. It connects our actions on each night of Hanukkah to those of the first Hanukkah. It states,
“who performed miracles for our ancestors, in those days at this time of year.” We connect our present actions to our people’s history. We
reflect on our own understanding of miracles. In reenacting the first Hanukkah, we search for its meaning.

The third blessing is the she-he-heyanu. It is said on the first night of Hanukkah and at the beginning of most special Jewish events. It thanks
God “for giving us life, sustaining us, and helping us to reach the moment.” It sets the moment apart as a special time.

Rituals mean more than we can explain. In lighting the hanukkiyah we conjure our memories of the Maccabees, of the first Hanukkah, of the
meaning of dedication. Even without full explanation and even without firm conclusions, we make them part of who we are. The Hebrew
phrases lead us to gaze into the flames and reflect. To fully understand Hanukkah, just watch your children watching their candles.

Hanukkah is the single event which unifies the greatest number of Jews. lIts history and its temporal nexus fill it with meaning. It is a moment
rich in opportunity.

vias the joy of Judaism is an
eighborhood and beyond.

(Excerpted from Building Jewish Life, published by Torah Aura

Hanukah Gifts Which Make Lasting Jewish Impressions

Gift giving is a recent custom at Hanukkah time.

Thanks to our Matching Campaign Donors

Whether you give one gift or several to friends and family members, add the following to your list. - o B ' YOUR Dollar will have twice the impact
&, . Make One Gifta Jewish Gift! Maka a Tax Deductible Contribution Today
Jewish Gifts go beyond dreidels or chocolate gelt. | ? 2
There are many meaningful gifts of quality Judaica which can truly brighten Hanukkah for every aged person. | B } 28 P $54 $72 $18{:}

Consider the following gifts in all price ranges. I "I { H B .

e Jewish Music cd's or gift subscriptions to Spotify BEE] $36{} $54{j Other $

e Jewish films from children’s tapes, to movies to cooking. : B o T

e Go beyond the Hanukkah menorahs (though there are many great Hanukkiyot to choose from) and give Kiddush cups, Shabbat o B ] # P *

candlesticks, mezuzah and kosher parchment, new challah covers, etc. ; 4 0ty *

e  Apps and games which are powerful and exciting Jewish gifts. i - I * . .

o Books of a Jewish nature — YES, books are still available! - - To make your pledge you

e Jewish magazines and periodicals T . Scan QR CD'-'iE &

e  Puzzles and toys which focus on Jewish themes 3 Call the offic

These great gift ideas and many more can be found by exploring the Sisterhood gift shop and other local Judaica stores.

PLUS, IN SOLIDARITY WITH ISRAEL
e  Buy Blue & White gifts from Israel: games/Judaica/wine/electronics
e One night in lieu of gift giving to family, use those funds to donate to an Israeli philanthropy
e  Facetime family/friends in Israel

'y 3 ;',_; 3
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Tu BSaevat

CELEBRATE
TU B'SHEVAT IN YOUR
HOME WITH
FAMILY & FRIENDS
ON SUNDAY EVENING
FEB. 1
'AND MONDAY FEB. 2
. -..QELEE_ﬁﬁTE-mTH 15 FRUITS & PRODUCTS
FROM ISRAEL AT YOUR Tu B'SHEVAT
SEDER
+ SING ALONG ON SPOTIFY WITH SONGS
COMPILED BY RABBI YAEL BUECHLER
OF THE LEFFEL ScHooL
“4 CHECK ouT YouTuBE Tu B'SHEVAT
VIDEOS
= PLANT A TREE IN ISRAEL
s CHECK ouT THE WEBSITES BELOW FOR
MORE |IDEAS BY SCANNING THE QR
Copes!

My Jewish Learning Spotify Music YouTube Videos

i e _ _ https:um.ynumhe:.cﬂwmulu?
BRI kO a1 ket https://tinyurl.com/47fs634k search,_query=arkid
%27s+puidestoruM2Theshevar

Chag Sameach
mPY AN
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Save the Date For Purim Fun @ DHJC

Monday, March 2, 2026
| 6:00 PM '

R “)*@\\
Followed by our

Yx”v" DIX HILLS
A~ 2\ JEWISH CENTER

v
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Create A Lastin

The foundation of tzedakah is the power of community. Your support of the
Dix Hills Jewish Center makes a tremendous difference in our community’s
inspirational worship; thought-provoking study, important acts of tikkun olam,
and the meaningful personal relationships developed here.

Create a lasting legacy
in honor of a simcha,
special person or

an event you would
like to memorialize.
There are many

giving opportunities
throughout the Dix Hills
Jewish Center.

Our newly installed

dedicatory wall in the main lobby, so generously sponsored by Lonnie and Raphael
Capon, z”l (of blessed memory), is ready for donations. Your contribution will be
acknowledged in the appropriate donor location.

For more information, contact
the office at 631.499.6644 or

Number of Plaque Size | Donation executivedirector@dhjc.ore.
Opportunities Amount
” ” Additional giving
~ 9" x3 525,000 opportunities on next page.
15 8" x 8" $18,000
25 7" x 7" $12,500 A
19 6" x 6" $9,000 X<*7¥ DIX HILLS
= YTIVT e A>/*\ JEWISH CENTER

www.dhjc.org € (O
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Sanctuary Opportunities

Sanctuary Seat .......ccccocveeiieveeiiennnn S 750
Accessible Chairs......cocoveeeveceeeeeeen. S 1,500 each
Bima Silk Flower Arrangements ....... S 2,500 for two
PEW ROW ettt S 3,600 each
Bima Chair eveeeeeee et S 5,000 each
Shabbat Small Stained Glass ............ S 8,000
Cantor’s Reading Table .................... S 15,000

Group Donor Opportunity: Three donors at 56,000 each

Torah Holder .cvovvveeeeieeeeeee, S 18,000

ATK o S 180,000

Group Donor Opportunity: 10 donors at 518,000 each

Minyan Room Opportunities

Single Seat ......cccooveviiiiiieee S 500
DFGWET et S 1,000*
ATK e S 25,000

Group Donor Opportunity: Six donors at 55,000 each

Lobby Opportunities
Yahrzeit Tower .......ccccevviiiiviieeeenne.. S 3,600 per side
Museum Alcove .......ccccoiiiiiiiiiii, S 18,000 per side

Building Opportunities

Dairy Kitchen ......c..cccoevvviiieiecee S 10,000
Rabbi’s Study .....oovvveviiiiiiiie, S 25,000
Group Donor Opportunity: 5 donors at 55,000 each
Cantor’s Study ....oooeveeeieiiieeee S 25,000
Group Donor Opportunity: 5 donors at 55,000 each

Inside Front DOOIS. ...covveveeeeeeeeeenn. S 75,000
Group Donor Opportunity: 10 donors at 58,000 each

Front DOOIS ...eveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee S 100,000
Group Donor Opportunity: 10 donors at 512,000 each
Security BOOth ......c.ccooeveeiiivicien S 10,000

* Keep your tallit, t'fillin and other items for davening in a secure drawer.

** Qur Haftarah scroll provides the opportunity to select a parsha of
meaning to you and have your name inscribed. See top image.

il

el

]
{
i

Prayer Books & Religious Articles
Congregational Tallit (15).......cccvv.... $ 1,500

Haftarah Parsha ......cooovveeveieeee. S 1,000**

Ruth & Sidney Weissman Bible
Memorial Fund “Chumash”

Maralyn & Harry Lipner Memorial
High Holiday Prayer Book “Mahzor”

Dr. Victor Gold Memorial Weekday
Prayer Book Sandler Chapel “Siddur”

The Scroll
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SPECIAL GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGMENT

KOL NIDRE ANNUAL GIVING

Each year the Dix Hills Jewish Center follows the age-old
synagogue tradition of a critical fund drive starting right before the
High Holidays and ending by Hanukkah. Well we asked, and you
gave! Thank you!

A majority of our congregants have generously given to this year's
Kol Nidre Appeal. All contributors will be recognized in Our Spring
Scroll.

On behalf of the DHJC Clergy and Leadership, we wish you and
your loved ones a Happy Hanukkah!

Warmly,
Gail Jospa and Fran and David Shandel
Kol Nidre Appeal Co-Chairs

Dedicatory Special Gifts:

e Minyan Seat Plaque from Lisa Brenner and Bertram Wagner in honor of
her son and his grandson, Frankie Benner becoming a Bar Mitzvah

e Sanctuary Seat Plaque from Pamela & Adam Lipton in honor of their son,
Dylan Lipton becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Dr. Victor Gold Memorial Weekday Prayer Book:

e The Carmel Family in honor of Dean Carmel's Bar Mitzvah
e Beth & Stephen Cohen in memory of Gaetana Ida Saggio
e Beth & Stephen Cohen in memory of Joseph Saggio

e Mindy & Mel Lax in memory of Gaetana & Joseph Saggio
e Ellen & Bruce Rudin in memory of Barry Kessler

e Hillary & Andy Wohl in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

Steven E. Goldenberg Memorial Siddur Fund:
e Frankie Brenner in honor of becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Ruth & Sidney Weissman Bible Memorial Fund:

e Sarrae & Rabbi Jonathan Waxman in memory of Ann & Dr. Norman Crane

e Rabbi Jonathan Waxman & Sarrie Crane in memory of Rabbi Mordecai
& Ruth Waxman

Early Childhood Academy Fund:
e Jill Shack in memory of her daughter, Elizabeth Asher

Friday Night Oneg Sponsors:

e Ellie & Jeff Austin in honor of their 39th Wedding Anniversary & the birth
of their grandson, Leor Gottlieb-Austin

e Arlene & Alan Lichtenstein in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their
grandson Skyler

General Fund Donations:

e |ris & Marvin Antel in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

e Fileen Austin in honor of Linda Landow's special birthday

e Fran Bay in honor of Cantor Schinazi

e Lois Bialek in memory of Sol Loeser

e Linda & David Boteach in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

e Mark Cassuto in appreciation of his High Holiday honor

e Alice Cohen wishing Len Zuckerman a speedy and complete recovery

e Linda Cohen in memory of Joel Stern

e Jill & Wayne Culver in honor of the birth of Grant Charlie Gurr

e Jill & Wayne Culver in honor of the birth of Kendall Cash Cohen

e Jill & Wayne Culver in honor of Laura & Rabbi Buechler's
beautiful family

¢ DHJC Sisterhood in honor of Rabbi Buechler's Rabbinic Leadership
Award by UJA Federation LI

e Darwin Dornbush

e Jaclyn Faust in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

¢ Rosalind Finkel in honor of Len Zuckerman's special birthday

e Susan & Jeffrey Fuchs in appreciation of their High Holiday honor

e Ellen & Lee Grebstein in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

© Ruth Greenberg in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

e Ava & Stuart Greenberg in honor of Mitchell Chosak's birthday

e Ava & Stuart Greenberg in honor of Monica Chosak's birthday

e Ava & Stuart Greenberg wishing the Chosak family a Happy, Healthy
& Peaceful New Year

e Sharon & Peter Grossman

e Havarah members in honor of Linda Landow's birthday

e |inda Jacknow in appreciation for Linda and her daughter's
High Holiday Honor

e Linda Jacknow in appreciation for Linda making the Motzi in the Sukkah

e Linda Jacknow in honor of our Simchat Torah Honorees

o Phyllis Lichtenstein in honor of Linda Landow's birthday

e Phyllis Lichtenstein in memory of Phyllis Kleiner

e Carla & Allan Maurer in memory of Kylie Stern

e Joan & Edward Messinger in memory of Samuel Shochat

o Albert Nissimoff

e Jill Oliver & William Milgrim

¢ Anne O'Sullivan in memory of Fred Spiegel

e Phyllis & Elliot Pellman in memory of Robert Weiler

e Deborah & Michael Picker

e Arlene & Bernard Potter in honor of Brenda & David Rosenberg

e Rancho Feedwell FDN

e Josh Rubin & Evan Orensten in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

 Hanis & Matthew Shatzer in appreciation of their Simchat Torah honor

e Lori & Larry Spiegel in memory of Barry Kessler

e Sharon & Michael Steuer in memory of Linda Bader

e Sharon & Michagel Steuer in memory of Sol Loeser

e Marcy & Ivan Weiss in honor of Brenda & David Rosenberg

e Marcy & Ivan Weiss in memory of Paula Rubin Geonie

¢ Michael Wohl in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

e Deborah & H. William Wolfson in honor of their son, Matthew E.
Wolfson, MD, FAAQS being elected as an Active Fellow of the American
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

e Ellen & Leonard Zuckerman in memory of Jeffrey Dunetz

Kiddush Sponsors:

® DHJC Sisterhood in honor of all the DHJC new Board Members

¢ Harvey Finkelstein in honor of his birthday

e Janet & Jay Gewirtzman in honor of Jay being a Summer Scholar

e Susan & Alan Kreitzman and Ronna & Ken Kreitzman in memory of
Dora Kreitzman, beloved mother, mother-in-law, grandmother
& great-grandmother

e |inda Landow & Family in memory of Linda's parents,
Virginia & Irving Leffel

e Michele & Jack Natter in honor of Jack chanting Haftarah

e Arlene & Bernard Potter in honor of Bernie's birthday and the 73rd
Anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah

e Brenda & David Rosenberg in honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary

e Karen Samimi in honor of the 50th Anniversary of her Bat Mitzvah

o Sandler, Golan, Rader families in honor of Lev Jonah Rader, baby of
Maya & Greg Rader

e Doreen & Matthew Skolnick in honor of Matthew chanting Haftarah

e Sarrae & Rabbi Jonathan Waxman for his continued recovering and
returning to Shabbat services & in memory of Sarrae's sister Barbara &
her mother Ann
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SPECIAL GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Kristallnacht Sponsors:
e Alice & Eugene Fossner in Memory of their Dear Parents
e (Gail & Jerry Jospa in Honor of Those Who "Never Forget"
 Gail & William Kastenholz in Honor of all who Support Shoah Education
e |da & Gene Lesserson in Memory of The Six Million
e Anne & Howard Levine in memory of Lea & Abe Morgenstern,
Anne's Parents who were Survivors, Family of Chaim Rosen
o Mel Meyer in Memory of All Those Murdered in the Shoah
e Geri Kushner Ripka & James Ripka in Memory of Edith Kushner
who escaped Nazi Germany in August 1939
e Mary Rosen in Memory of her parents, Holocaust Survivors,
Dora & Morris Starkman and Their Families
e Brenda & David Rosenberg in Memory of Our Relatives Who Perished
during the Holocaust
e DHJC Sisterhood in Memory of The Six Million Jews Who Perished
in the Holocaust

 Renee & Steve Steinig in Memory of Renee's aunts, Bertha Stern Joseph,

Sophie Stern, Toni Stern, Mala Reifer Sieger and Hania Reifer, and of
counsin Renya Sieger

e Sheri & Bernard Vishnick in Memory of Those who Perished in the
Shoah and in Honor of our Survivors

e Flaine & Lewis Weinstein in Memory of All Those Lost in the Shoah

Ladies Room Refurbishment Donors:

e Brenda & David Rosenberg

e Meryl & Stewart Ain

e |isa & Jason Bartow

e Karen & Richard Fleishman

e Roberta & Elliot Gemunder

e Susan & Robert Gochman

e Jessica & Matthew Grossman

e Niki & Yogi Harel

e Cheryl & Michael Helfer

e Gail & Gerald Jospa

e Pam & Steven Korman

e Dale Krakow

e Susan & Alan Kreitzman

e Susan & Alan Kreitzman in honor of Brenda & David Rosenberg's
50th Wedding Anniversary

e Ronna & Kenneth Kreitzman

¢ |da & Gene Lesserson

e Barbara Messemer

o Mel Meyer

* Yona & Paul Miller

e Helene & Philip Miller

e Geri Kushner Ripka & James Ripka

¢ Adele & David Rosen

e Karen Samimi

e | inda & Martin Scholnick

e Matty Shmuelov

e |orraine & Marc Sperber

e (Gladys Stone

Religious School Fund:
e (S Humane Corp

Social Action Fund:

e Shelley & Steve Borman in memory of Martin Geller

e Shelley & Steve Borman in memory of Cynthia Salzan

e Shelley & Steve Borman in honor of Cary Gluck

e Shelley & Steve Borman in celebration of Steve Chesler's
special birthday

e Edie Feinstein in honor of Ellen & Lee Grebstein on the birth of their
grandson, Jesse Max

e Edie Feinstein in memory of Paula Rubin Geonie

e Alice & Gene Fossner in honor of Brenda & David Rosenberg's
50th Wedding Anniversary

e Alice & Gene Fossner in honor of Brenda & David Rosenberg
Simchat Torah Honoree

e Alice & Gene Fossner in honor of Linda & Martin Scholnick
Simchat Torah Honoree

e Alice & Gene Fossner in honor of Hania & Matthew Shatzer
Simchat Torah Honoree

e Susan & Alan Kreitzman wishing Lee Grebstein a speedy &
complete recovery

e Susan & Alan Kreitzman in memory of Paula Rubin Geonie

e Susan & Alan Kreitzman in honor of the birth of Ellen & Lee Grebstein's
grandson

e Susan & Alan Kreitzman get well wishes to Rabbi Jonathan Waxman

e Susan & Alan Kreitzman get well wishes to Arlene Potter

e |da & Gene Lesserson in memory of Martin Geller

e |da & Gene Lesserson in honor of Shelley & Steve Borman's
Wedding Anniversary

e |da & Gene Lesserson wishing Rabbi Waxman a speedy &
complete recovery

e |da & Gene Lesserson in honor of Brenda & David Rosenberg's
50th Wedding Anniversary

e |da & Gene Lesserson get well wishes to Lee Grebstein

e |da & Gene Lesserson in honor of Linda Landow's birthday

e |da & Gene Lesserson in memory of Paula Rubin Geonie

e |da & Gene Lesserson Mazel Tov to Ellen & Lee Grebstein on the birth
of their grandson

e |da & Gene Lesserson in memory of Philip Jacknis

¢ Honey & Henry Pine in honor of Brenda & David Rosenberg

e Susan Reiss in memory of Michael Feinstein

Sukkot & Simchat Torah Kiddush Sponsor 5786:
e |aura & Rabbi Howard Buechler
e Stacy Plotz Finkel & Glenn Finkel in memory of Marilyn Plotz
e Bernice Goldberg in memory of her husband, Philip Goldberg and
her mother, Nettie Hausman
e Susan & Alan Kreitzman in celebration of the holiday
e Linda Landow in honor of her birthday
e Vicki & Richard Lesnoy in honor of the engagement of their son Justin
to Brooke
e |da & Gene Lesserson Mazel Tov to our Simchat Torah honorees
e Barbara Messemer in memory of her beloved husband, Tom Messemer
e Brenda & David Rosenberg in celebration of the holiday
e Denise & Cantor Alexandre Schinazi in honor of llan's 2nd birthday!
e Linda & Martin Scholnick in honor of Laura & Rabbi Buechler's
new granddaughter
e Sharon & Michael Steuer in honor of their children and grandchildren
e Sarrae Crane & Rabbi Jonathan Waxman

Sunday Morning Minyan Breakfast Sponsors:
e Meryl & Stewart Ain

e Alice & Gene Fossner

e Richard Fremeth

e June & Harold German

e Joshua Hecht

¢ Michael Newman

e Sarrae Crane & Rabbi Jonathan Waxman
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MAZEL TOVS & CONDOLENCES

Mazel Tov To:
e Geri Kushner Ripka & James Ripka on the engagement of
Michele to Avery Schonberger
e Ronnit & Michael Kessler on the engagement of Koryn to Jonny Chasin
e Rhonda & Marty Sherman on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter,
Ava Schrier
e Matthew E. Wolfson, MD, FAAOS has been elected as an
Active Fellow of the American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons
e Ellen & Lee Grebstein on the birth of their grandson Jesse Max
e V/icki & Richard Lesnoy on the engagement of Justin to Brooke
e Alana & Josh Suchow on the birth of their daughter, Sarina Hannah
o Wendy Frank on the marriage of Isabelle to Ethan DerAris
e Beth & Steve Cohen on the marriage of Alyssa to Brandon Neufeld
e Varda & Brian Geller on the birth of their granddaughter
e Pam & Steve Korman on the marriage of Zachary to Jaime Rotsky
e Cathy & Ben Moosazadeh on the birth of their grandson
e Ruthie & David Pincus on the birth of their granddaughter Georgie Bea
e |lene & Jerry Herz on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Rory McGinty
e Robbin & Howard Gurr on the birth of their granddaughter,
Kendall Cash Cohen
e Edyth & Stephen Stein on the engagement of their grandson,
Dr. Jared Silberlust to Emily Sultan
e Lori & Larry Spiegel on the marriage of Ben to Irene Zou,
and mazel tov to the grandparents Ellen & Alan Spiegel
e Kimberly Capustin & Isaac Hardoon on their marriage
e Ruth Sandler on the birth of her great-grandson
 Barbara Burstein on the birth of her grandson

Rabbi Buechler Reminds Our DHJC Family:

SIMCHAS

For joyous occasions in your life, please share your simcha
information with the Rabbi. Inform the Rabbi about births,
engagements, weddings and other noteworthy moments in
the life of your family. The Rabbi will arrange for baby nam-
ings, provide information regarding a bris/mohel (for infant
boys), coordinate a pidyon ha-ben (the redemption cer-
emony for firstborn males), schedule an aufruf (to celebrate
a forthcoming marriage), weddings, and bring the richness
of Jewish traditions and mitzvot into your simcha (email
rabbi at rabbibuechler@gmail.com or call 631-499-6644).

ILLNESS

In case of illness and/or hospitalization, please notify the
Rabbi at rabbibuechler@gmail.com (24/6 - on Shabbat, see
below for further emergency instructions)

IN MOMENTS OF CRISIS/TRAUMA

In the event of the passing of a loved one, even before
making funeral arrangements, notify Rabbi Buechler at the
synagogue office at 631-499-6644 (after office hours press
#11 for Rabbi’s secretary’s extension which will have the
emergency numbers available).

e Maureen & Don Weber on the marriage of Brittany to Sam Fetter

e Elijah Bartow, Jonathan Ehlers, Corey Jacobs and Bella & Nate Sachs
and their families- each of our DHJC students participated in the
Maccabi Summer Games held in Pittsburg and each received medals
for either their individual accomplishments or team victories

Condolences To:
e Frances Jacknis on the passing of her beloved husband,
Phillip Jacknis
* Francine Kronen on the passing of her beloved father, Joseph Saggio
o Karen Kessler on the passing of her beloved husband, Barry Kessler
e Bert Freifeld on the passing of his beloved sister, Goldie
¢ Alan Gordon on the passing of his beloved mother, Paula Rubin Geonie
¢ Randi Levitan-Tremano on the passing of her beloved father,
Bernard Levitan
o The Bader family on the passing of Linda Bader
e The Eimer Family on the passing of Jeffrey Eimer
e Ellen & Allan Spiegel on the passing of their beloved son,
Fred Spiegel, loving brother of Larry Spiegel
e Fran Kronen on the passing of her beloved mother, Gaetana Ida Saggio,
loving grandmother of Ashley Marotta
¢ Jordan Pincus on the passing of his beloved father, Milton Pincus
e Brian Slepian on the passing of his beloved mother, Lorraine Slepian
¢ The Berezowsky family on the passing of Arline Berezowsky
o Jeff Stein on the passing of his beloved father, Henry Norbert Stein
e The Loeser family on the passing of Sol Loeser, a former president of
the Commack Jewish Center
o Mehri Hakim on the passing of her beloved mother, Dora Moheban

Rabbi Buechler will assist and guide you in making the
appropriate arrangements for the funeral. In the event

that you cannot reach the Rabbi immediately, contact the
Jewish funeral home and begin to make your arrangements.
(PLEASE, if Rabbi Buechler is going to officiate at the
funeral, do not finalize the funeral time until the Rabbi
has contacted you.)

In the event that Rabbi Buechler is on vacation, Cantor
Schinazi is available and other local Conservative Rabbis
are on call. Their names can be obtained by calling the
synagogue office, an officer of the synagogue, or the Ritual
Chairman. It is also appropriate to contact Rabbi Buechler
whenever tragedy or trauma occurs. On Shabbat and
Yomtov, the Rabbi does not use the telephone. Therefore,
you can convey information to him on these days at the
synagogue during scheduled service times, by calling him
immediately after Shabbat or Yomtov or by going to his
residence.

In case of an emergency, contact Rabbi Buechler on his
cell at 516-317-8397 which will be answered 24/6.
For Shabbat/Yom Tov emergencies see above.
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Eddie, please tell us about your family.
Upon moving to Commack in 1965 (before | was born), my
parents met and developed a lifelong friendship with the
Lebowitz family. Diana’s welcome told Mom that Commack
Jewish Center was the place to join. That began our family’s
lifelong Jewish journey, and its values and observances were
instilled in me and my sisters, Barbara and Melissa. My
Mom, Florence, z'l, was an active member of Sisterhood
o IS  (receiving the 2nd Aishet Chayil
award) and served on the Board of
Trustees, including as the Building
& Grounds Chairperson (getting
phone calls at 3am because alarms
went off at the shul) and being
responsible for the construction of
the sukkah (our family cutting
down swamp grass (and our fingers) across from the Fire
House on New Highway to make the schach look and smell
more realistic). My dad, Marvin, was a Men's Club President
and was full of advice, both financially and spiritually.

Please tell us more about yourself.
At CJC, | also served on the synagogue Board of Trustees, as
the ritual chairperson (working alongside my mentor, Rabbi
William Berman). | started my tenure as Floor Gabbai,
assigning honors for services and High Holidays. | also
worked on the fundraising and budget committees, and
took part in the search and mentoring of the new Rabbi and
Cantor. For the 50th anniversary of the CIC | headed up
fundraising to bring Neshama Carlebach to Commack and
the Consul General of Israel for Yom Ha'atzmaut. And, just
as my father had been president of the Men's Club, | became
president too (the only father son duo to do so). Running
Super Bowl parties and Men's Club/Sisterhood shabbats was
a lot of fun and a lot of hard work.

In my professional life, | run a small consulting firm and
commercial insurance brokerage, specializing in commercial
trucking. In my personal life, | enjoy entertaining friends at
my home in Lake Grove and live with my whoodle, Charlie
and my schnoodle, Leenda. | am the proud uncle of Josh,
Justin, Lindsey and Tyler, and the godfather of Lulia. lam an
avid Yankees, Knicks, and Cowboys fan.

~ .
S FSiesEstlight . Mr. Eddie Cohen

= Eddie Cohen is a humble guy who is known as the Floor Gabbai,
but rest-assured there is so much more to Eddie that meets the eye.
We are honored to help you get to know our dear congregant and friend.

I understand that you love to travel. Please tell us
about your journeys.

My journeys have taken me around
the world, as far as Australia, (yes
that is a real kangaroo), to much of
Europe (Italy is my favorite) and to
Asia, including Thailand, Singapore,
China, Vietnam, and India. | have
also been to Israel seven times. Besides visiting some 60-70
of my family members who live in Israel, there were some
other amazing highlights:

- In December of 1991, | had a snowball fight with IDF
soldiers in Jerusalem, attested to in the Jerusalem Post.

- Starting July 1995, | went on a fabulous year-long
program, which included studying, touring, and Jewish
education.

-In 1997, | thought about making aliyah and building an
ice-skating rink In Jerusalem, as the number of olim from
the former Soviet Union was through the roof.
Unfortunately, | needed six million dollars and could only
fundraise one million. It is probably for the best as the
Second Intifada had started at this time.

Please tell us what DHIC means to you.
Leaving CJC was emotional. As a lifetime member of CJC, it
was hard to close the doors on our small, tight-knit
community. But DHJC has been a new lifeline. Very quickly,
the warmth of many of our fellow congregants, made this
feel like a second chance at a stronger Jewish community. |
remember writing to Rabbi Buechler and telling him that he
and DHIJC have given me and many of my friends from
Commack, a new hope for the future. With so many
talented people in the shul, | have been able to step back
and while not a "Jew in the pew", | have enjoyed being a
floor gabbai (getting people up to the bimah), reading Torah
on occasion and leading services and working with the entire
Shabbat and Holiday leadership. To me, Jewish worship and
rituals are a central tenet of my life: service to the
community and Hashem, learning, and tikkun olam make
me who | am. Advocating for Israel (especially after October
7th) is also central to my commitment to the Jewish people.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions:
tps11725@gmail.com
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DHJC MEMBERSHIP DHJC MEMBERSHIP

Dear Members, o Todah Rabah, a heartfelt thank
We, Yona and Lisa, are excited to take on our new roles of Membership /f ’?k ot zoﬁ t;) dalslh tl;te) tvglil;? giiefﬁﬁ
Committee Co-chairs. Together we have been members of DHIC for 89 J-T:1 n ';I'[ oir Vreleiv mimt?ers Th(?se who

years, and remain committed to growing and strengthening our synagogue,

were home during the deliveries
a place that has become our second home. g

expressed their gratitude for this

. Therefore, we are reaching out to you to help us in our efforts to welcome special Shabbat gift.
new members into our shul. You may have friends and family members who are not currently Lisa Bloomstein Michelle Lampert
associated with any synagogue, and we believe that our synagogue could be a wonderful place for Shelly Borman Francine Mandel
them. We are asking for your support in inviting them to join us for Shabbat Services or daily Edith Feinstein Jeff Neurman
minyans. By encouraging them to participate in our vibrant and welcoming community, you will Janet Gewirtzman Merryl Polen
be helping us grow and thrive. We believe that The DHJC offers a warm and inclusive Jay Gewirtzman Randi Raanan
environment where all are welcome to come together in prayer, study, and community. Ellen Grebstein Maddy Shmuelov

Emily Gordon Ann Wieder

We are thrilled to share that 18 new families have joined our synagogue since the High Holidays, Gail Kastenholz
bringing our total this year to 62 new families. Please join us in welcoming our newest families:

Brandi & Dan Bod Lexie & John Rosen
Julie & Michael Ehrenpreis Annie Roth & Richard Rossell
Ada Gracin Deborah & Frank Rothman
Dana & Scott Haber Allison Rosenthal
Camille Letellier Karen Samimi
Isa & Phillip Martin Gina & Matt Schneider
Arielle & Rich Murdocco Hannah & Matthew Schoenman
Stacy & Glenn Plotz Ellen & Mark Stern
Renee Zuroff
[' Ome Thank you for being part of our community; together
w e C we can continue to strengthen our vibrant community
to our at The Dix Hills Jewish Center. We hope to see you
ew Memb er often at services, holidays, and various lifecycle Any questions or need assistance with anything, give us a call. We look forward to another year
celebrations. filled with friendship and community. If you are interested in joining the Membership Committee,

we would love to hear from you!
The Membership Committee has been busy calling new members to welcome them to The Dix
Hills Jewish Center family. We have also been reaching out to our current members to say hello
and express our appreciation for their presence at the High Holidays, Shabbat Services, Evening Yona Miller & Lisa Bloomstein
Minyans, Clergy Classes, and more. Co-chairs of Membership Committee
Yona -631-252-1809
Lisa— 631-327-3888
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DH]JC SISTERHOOD

‘ Shalom Dix Hills Jewish
Center,

We want to thank all

® the families and students

. 'who came to decorate our
sukkah and participate

in the Jewish ritual of
Hiddur mitzvah, the
concept of enhancing a
commandment with beauty and artistry to make
the ritual appealing to the senses. Homemade
crafts, paper chains, garlands, student projects,
and fall plants beautified the sukkah to warmly
welcome the holiday, commemorating the
Israelites exodus from Egypt and the fall harvest
(and annual meals and yummy snacks in the hut!)

In October, over 70 women joined Sisterhood for
our Third Annual Pink Challah Bake for Breast
Cancer Awareness. We heard from Dr. Helen
Pass, Chief of Breast Surgery at NYU-Langone
Long Island, on prevention and treatment
updates. We laughed, talked, and braided and
decorated challah with new and old friends, raised
important funds for Sharsheret, Pink Aid and
NYU-Langone, and collected a huge container
of hygiene products that were donated to the
Suffolk Y JCC Community Food Pantry for
women in need. Thank you to Deb Rothman for
spearheading both the sukkah decorating and the
challah bake!!

At this moment we are deep into planning
our annual Membership Dinner on December
4th! This year’s theme celebrates 50 years of the
DHJC building and we have asked our members
to send in photos and nostalgia; we cannot wait
to look back at all the memories and to raise
funds through our 50/50 collection for the DHJC
Building Fund. We have tons of vendors, delicious
Israeli food, raftle baskets, and fun decor ready for
all to enjoy!

Our Campus Connection team - Karen Felber
and Renee Hecht - sent packages to welcome
both the new school and Jewish years. They are
sending out goodies and other items for students
to celebrate the holiday, maintain a connection to
DHJC while they are away, and to share the joy of
Hanukkah with friends.

SHOP FOR ALL OF YOUR HANUKKAH NEEDS AT TH'E

.(f_.-',.:f_-'?_-' /:..-'_./-'“ j'.)ll.- F . /Ir'll _ __
- -
BOUTIQUE %
HANUKKIAH FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS, CANDLES, '.‘_
DRIP TRAYS, TOYS, SOCKS, DREIDELS, HOSTESS GIFTS ."
AND MUCH MUGH MORE! 2
#* SHOP AT DHJC, SAVE MONEY, AND SUPPORT
V. SISTERHOOD
ﬁ'

# . COME SEE US FOR ALL OF YOUR SHABBAT,

"™ MEZZUZOT, AND JUDAIC NEEDS AS WELL!

- 10 SHOP OR FOR MORE INFO,
CONTACT CAROL AT

CCHORNEYS50@YAHOO.COM

:'}-:.
NS el

DH]JC SISTERHOOD

Our Sisterhood Boutique is ready for you to
purchase all your Hanukkah needs, from toys
to menorahs, candles to hostess gifts, and much
more! If you want to purchase anything or
come take a look, please reach out to Carol at
cchorney50@yahoo.com.

Planning is under way for January and beyond!
If you have any ideas for events do not hesitate to
reach out.

Wishing you all a Happy Hanukkah and a
wonderful start to 2026!

Detlbce Zemmernman
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DHJC SISTERHOOD _
Ll @

- Calling All Mah Jong Players:
< Order your 2026 Mah Jong Cards from us and support Sisterhood!
Large Card: $15 ¢ Small Card: $14

Send a check made out to

DHJC SISTERHOOQOD

to the DHJC office or mail it to: =
Hillary Wohl >

19 High Pasture Circle, Dix Hills, NY 11746 —= -
For more info call Hillary at 631-766-8610 g"

All payments must be in by January 28, 2026

A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR

Dear Friends,

We are familiar with mira-
cles attributed to God, like
] one day of oil lasting for eight
d’ i nights. So, if a miracle is an
4l act beyond natural laws, why
i do we use the word miracle so
loosely in our everyday life?

In the past week I have said many times that it
will be a miracle if we get the Scroll done in time
for Hanukkah. Busy schedules and daily updates
delayed the process. Well divine intervention or
not, I am thankful the Scroll is in your hands in

time for this festive and miraculous celebration of
Hanukkah.

I thank my staff and contributors for all their in-
put. I hope you take the time to carefully read it
through, as it is filled with inspiring, informative,
and enjoyable information.

I wish you all a Happy Hanukkah and may mira-
cles come your way!

Karen Fleishman,
Editor in Chief
Mrsfleishd4@gmail.com

Hanukkah is one of my favorite holidays. I light the candles every night with my
family and I play dreidel with my cousins at our family Hanukkah party. But not

W all my friends celebrate Hanukkah so they don’t know what it’s all about. Sharing
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my holiday with them can actually be really fun and it helps them understand
+* * * something special about who I am.
by Samantha Fleischman

Here are some ways I like to share Hanukkah with my
non-Jewish friends.

% I tell them the story. Hanukkah is about standing
up for what you believe in and celebrating the miracle
of light that lasted eight days when there was only
enough oil for one. Its not “Jewish Christmas” and
when they hear the story they understand it’s about
courage, hope, and faith.

% Hanukkah food is the best kind of food because

it is all fried! I share my sufganiyot (jelly doughnuts)
with my friends and everyone loves homemade latkes.
I give my friends a taste test to decide if they like apple
sauce or sour cream with their latkes.

% My family invites friends over to help us light the
menorah almost every night. I explain that we add a
candle each night to remember the miracle. We light a
lot of menorahs in my house and the picture of all the
candles glowing is peaceful and beautiful.

% Playing dreidel is a crowd
l u | pleaser. Everyone loves the
bews | B, w game! It’s simple and fast
> O and sometimes we play with
candy. I teach my friends
what the Hebrew letters mean- ‘A great miracle hap-
pened there’ - and we all try to win the pile of gelt.
We end up in a dreidel roll off to see whose dreidel
can spin the longest too.

% Hanukkah is about hope, courage and standing up
for what's right. I tell my friends that it reminds me to
be proud of who I am and to do the right thing. My
mom always tells me to make good choices and any-
one can do that-no matter their religion.

Sharing my traditions with my non-Jewish friends
doesn’t mean they have to celebrate it. I like including
them and showing them something that is meaning-
ful to me. Ilove being able to share this holiday with
them and spreading the light. Happy Hanukkah!

-
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SOCIAL ACTION

CAN: Community Answering Needs

We CAN accomplish anything together!

Thank you!

The mission of the DHJC Social Action Committee is to act in ways that empower others and treat them with respect, and to
recognize that Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World, is an integral part of our Jewish heritage. The Social Action Committee
of the DHJC works toward creating a more caring community and demonstrates the impact that we can have on our world.

We thank you, the members of the DHJC
and other friends,who so graciously
contribute items to our collections.

All are invited to join us at our monthly
Social Action Committee Meetings - and
help us make a difference.

We welcome your ideas!

Cooki Cohn - Chairperson
socialaction@dhjc.org

HIGH HOLIDAY FOOD
DRIVE

- By Fran Hershkowitz

The Social Action Committee
conducted our annual High
Holiday Food Drive and we
thank all who donated. Long
Island Cares: The Harry Chapin Food Pantry picked
up 13 filled tall donation boxes. The ECA staff
and students participated in helping to load their
donated food items onto the truck experiencing
the act of tzedakah. The DHJC donated 1187 1Ibs.
of food! These donated food items have been
distributed to Kosher food pantries on Long Island.
Thank you for making the new year a bit sweeter
for our Long Island neighbors.

VISITING HOMEBOUND NEIGHBORS

- by Janet Gewirtzman

In a truly benevolent act of chesed several members
of the Social Action Committee have been visiting
with homebound members of our community.
These visits have brightened the days of a woman
who cannot attend our events regularly. If you know
of any DHJC member who could use an uplifting
visit or if you would like to participate with visits,
please let the Social Action Committee know.

SUPPORTING GURWIN RESIDENTS WITH
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

- by Barbara Messemer

It is said that after three generations most of us are
forgotten. That’s not the Jewish way. We breathe
and live Idor vador and continue to honor those
whose shoulders we stand on. Seven years ago
our DHJC Social Action Committee began our
outreach to the residents of the Gurwin Jewish
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center. We filled birthday
bags that we presented to residents each month
with a balloon and a personal visit. That program
ended when Covid closed locations for visits and
visitations are still limited to safeguard the residents.
We have continued our outreach with a birthday
card to each resident in their birthday month.
Our volunteers write caring, positive, celebratory
messages in each card, and my granddaughter and
I prepare the forty or so envelopes each month that
are delivered to Gurwin to be distributed to the
residents. The Recreation Office Directors always
express their appreciation and thankfulness. Many
Gurwin residents are alone and need to know that
someone cares. It is our pleasure to brighten their
lives to let them know they are cherished and not
forgotten. Our Social Action Committee continues
to embrace opportunities to be kind.

gk, LONESOLDIERS THE

! g “BAS|E MICHAEL LEVIN BASE
j ||.l:|1‘h.lu,UL.L-| —byLesCohn

\ As the tenuous cease fire
e holds, as of this writing, it is
easy to relax and forget about the lone soldiers in
Israel. Their needs continue and the Social Action
Committee continues to help by supplying products
for their personal care. Cooki Cohn is in contact

with The Michael Levin Base in Jerusalem and
each month brings a new request or ‘more of the
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SOCIAL ACTION

CAN: Community Answering Needs

same’ for our committee’s consideration. The DHJC
Social Action Committee is committed to helping
the Lone Soldiers realize that they are not alone.

COMMUNITY COOPERATIVE GROUPS
- by Shelley Borman

Most of you are aware of the work Social Action
does within the DHJC with our collections, which
your generosity month after month helps those
in need within our community. You may not be
aware of some of the other work in which our
committee members are involved as our members
attend meetings of the Huntington Anti-Bias Task
Force, Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative,

We CAN accomplish anything together!

Thank you!

ambassadors who meet in churches, synagogues
and mosques, all in an effort to get to know and
understand one another and address concerns
affecting our Huntington community. If you would
like more information or would like to join me as
an Ambassador to HANAH from the DHJC feel
free to reach out to socialaction@dhjc.org

REFUAH SHLEIMAH CARDS
- by Shelley Borman

Let someone who is ill or recovering know that you
are thinking of them. Our postcards are available in
the kippah box at the building entrance.

Huntington Action Network Against
Hate (HANAH), American Jewish
Advocacy Coalition for Students -
Half Hollow Hills and Commack
groups, LI Coalition for the
Homeless, to name a few. We work
with other synagogues on cooperative
endeavors and through these various
organizations we strive to provide
assistance wherever and whenever
possible. DHJC is well represented in
the community and we invite you to
join the Social Action Committee and
participate with local organizations.

The Huntington Action Network
Against Hate (HANAH) is an
initiative that works closely with
the Huntington Anti-Bias Task
Force to seek ways to prevent acts
of hate. Working cooperatively with
religious organizations throughout
Huntington we attempt to educate
through interfaith activities,
responsibly respond to acts of hate,
and through our congregations,
support victims of hate incidents.
The various faith organizations have

Morwing Mitzvah Preject

Sunday - January 26, 2026 — 10:00 a.m.

10,000,000+ blankets delivered since 1995
Come and help us make blankets in 90 minutes!

Adults, teens* and kids* are invited to participate.
*community service credit given

We have all the supplies. No previous experience
needed. Anyone can make our blankets!

Project Linus Blankets are collected locally
and distributed to children in hospitals.

RSVP:socialaction@dhjc.org

Dix Hi”:% J(“.U\.’Iﬁ}‘i Center
Social Action Committee

at the Dix Hills Jewish Center

Project ¥ Linus
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SOCIAL ACTION

SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATOR REBECCA SANIN AWARDS AED TO DHJC!

Suffolk County Legislator Rebecca Sanin invited the DHJC to apply for an Automated External Defibrillator
(AED). Through the Suffolk County Department of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services (FRES) each Legislator
was given one AED to distribute to a house of worship in their district. Legislator Rebecca Sanin selected the
DHJC! We are truly appreciative of this recognition, and thank Legislator Rebecca Sanin for her consideration!

In partnership with . . .

X X Temple Beth El

Dix Hills Jewish Center
1 of Huntington

Social Action Committes

Baby Boutiqu
Donations Needed!

Drop Off at DHJC
January 2026

Please Donate Items!

« Clothing (newborn to 4T) - New or gently used - |
. Baby Blankets, bedding - New or gently used |
. Diapers, wipes, ointment - "

« Formula

We will be helping families in our area who
are struggling financially to get everything
they need for their children.

socialaction@dhjc.org

Dix Hills Jewish Center — 555 Vanderbilt Parkway — Dix Hills, NY 11746

i IjJ”:: Jewisn Center

Social Action Commithes
December Collection 2025

Please donate NEW items for
children and adults:

: SOCKS
Sock Drive PJs
o '-. HATS
—
= GLOVES
- - SCARVES

— |

Please bring your donations of new items to
the DHJC in December until
Chanukah 2" Night Out December 15

We are donating to local homeless shelters.

Thank you!
socialaction@dhjc.org
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TBT/DH]JC VILLAGE

Temple Beth Torah and Dix Hills
Jewish Center offer a unique
community for active congregants
- Hugrplasy of aged 60 and above. Known as
. vmwae ;) the TBT-DHJC Village, we are
N\ o - e a welcoming and vibrant group
of active adults. Village members
enjoyed many wonderful Village events

this past season.

+« The COOKING EATING group met for lunch at Ben’s
and learned how to make Ben’s famous cole slaw.
We have the secret recipe!

The Village Health and Wellness continued our
weekly Stand or Be Seated exercise class, led by an
instructor from Body & Brain.

R
L X4

% The monthly Mens Meet ups, Al Users Group,
Schmoozing, Mexican Train Dominoes, and other
activities will continue throughout the Fall and beyond.

++ Our FALL FLING took place on October 26th. We
had a great brunch, followed by a fabulous talk by
Paula Span, author of the Bubbe Diaries and a
renowned New York Times columnist.

%+ Our annual Sukkot luncheon, Pizza in the Hut, took
place in the DHJC Sukkah. An informative talk by
Rabbi Buechler followed by a delicious pizza lunch.

+ The Village visited the Suffolk County History
Museum in Riverhead to see the exhibit of 150 Years
of Jewish Community on Long Island. We were
treated to a fantastic explanation of our history by the
curator of the exhibit, Brad Kolodny.

Looking Ahead:

Early in February we will celebrate Tu Bshvat with
a delicious Seder of fruits and nuts, followed by a
scrumptious lunch. This is the original Earth Day!

A great success of the TBT-DH]JC Village has been our
ongoing Schmooze group that meets the first Tuesday
of the month at DHJC at 11:30. This group has
developed into an introspective analysis of lifes
journeys.

Games, Games, Games: Stop in on Monday mornings
at 11:15 for Canasta and/or Mexican Train Dominos...
for an hour or two of relaxation, camaraderie, and
fun.

A new activity for the villagers is bird watching!
Learn how to bird watch from your kitchen window
on December 10 at 11:30 right here at DHJC.

Join us to explore our many
Village offerings! To view -
upcoming Village events, please T3y
scan the QR code or visit the =

following link: [=]

o
.

L
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Dear Congregants,

So much is happening in our
Religious School! Our rooms and
halls are overflowing with the Joys
of Judaism!

; Our Shinshin this year is
L ¥ Ben Golan. He is amazing!
He works with our students from Alef-Zayin. His
activities are spot on incorporating interactive
games and lessons. We are learning about the history,
culture, food, and Hebrew in Israel. Please reach out
if you can sponsor him and the program by hosting
Ben or another Shinshin in your home for three
months. I hope you get the opportunity to meet this
extraordinary young man at our 2nd Night Out on
December 15th. It is sure to be a huge gathering with
student singers, food and fun and candle lighting!

Our primary students are learning Bible Studies,
Hebrew skills, Jewish Values and much more. They
visit Cantor Alex and have been learning multiple
prayers and songs together.

Our older students have been actively learning
prayers as they prepare for their class services. We
continue to enhance our Hebrew program working
within smaller groups to help with letter identification
and reading fluency. This enhanced learning program
provides students in grades Dalet-Vav with additional
support. Moreh Moshe incorporates fun games in

their study as well.

Israel Studies, Jewish Pride development, Jewish
Ethics, Tefillah with Cantor Alex, Shabbat Celebration
and holiday rituals are all ongoing themes in all
grades.

As we move forward, we look forward to sharing
Friday, Shabbat dinners and events with you and
your families. Participation in services, holidays
and family programing are all pivotal in developing
Jewish pride, the understanding of Judaism and
building community, as well as the joyful family time
celebrating and learning can provide.

Our joint venture with the ECA has been
extraordinarily successful! Vicki and I have brought
the ECA students and young Religious School
students together several times a month for Tot
Shabbat. We are celebrating together and building
community. Morah Ruth brings the excitement in
Junior Congregation 1x-2x a month on Shabbat
mornings. Please RSVP to upcoming events so we can
prepare fantastic programing in the coming months.

Wishing you all a Happy Chanukah and a Happy
New Year!

Warmly,

Robyn Locke

Principal
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
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THE EARLY CHILDHOOD ACADEMY

Dear Families and Congregants,

As the new school year began,
the leaves started changing, the
temperature was cooling, and our
program was once again filled with
the beautiful sounds of children
learning and laughing. We are
thrilled to have officially kicked off
an amazing school year at The Dix
Hills Jewish Center Early Childhood
Academy. (DHJC ECA)

There is nothing quite like the energy and excitement that a
new school year brings. We extend the warmest welcome to
our returning students and families, whose familiarity and
warmth help set the tone for our entire community. We are so
happy to see your children grow year after year!

To our new students and families: we are absolutely
delighted you have chosen to join our ECA family. Watching
your children discover their classrooms, make new friends,
and settle into their routines has been a pure joy. We look
forward to partnering with you on this incredible journey.

A huge thank you and welcome back to our dedicated
staff. Our team of new and returning teachers are the heart
and soul of our program. Their commitment to fostering a
nurturing creative/play-based environment ensures that every
child feels safe, challenged, and loved.

The first few months have been a whirlwind of growth and
celebration, proving that our community spirit is stronger
than ever.

We successfully celebrated the High Holidays with rich
cultural activities in our classrooms. The children loved
singing songs, tasting sweet apples and honey to wish for
a sweet year, and using their creativity to assist in sukkah
decorating. These traditions offer wonderful opportunities to
introduce children to
the holidays, community, and sensory exploration.

Our highlight event this fall was undoubtedly our amazing
trip to White Post Farm. We were overwhelmed by the
incredible turnout, with over 220 participants! Seeing our
students, their families, and our teachers exploring the
petting zoo, enjoying the hayride, picking pumpkins, and
experiencing the farm environment together was a true
testament to the strong community we share. The magic show

was an added bonus! Thank you to everyone who made the
day such a memorable success.

As we head into the second half of the fall season, our focus
shifts toward Thanksgiving. We look forward to engaging in
lessons and activities centered around the theme of gratitude,
learning how to appreciate our friends, family, and the world
around us. These lessons are seamlessly woven into our
curriculum, ensuring the children are learning valuable life
skills while having fun. We look forward to having our family
celebrations where will share a yummy meal with treats made
by our students.

We are so enthusiastic about the year ahead and remain
committed to providing a safe and joyful space for every child
to discover the world. We are so glad to have you all back and
cannot wait to share all the upcoming activities and events
with you.

Before I go, I just want to take a moment to welcome our
new staff members, Dara Casselli, Perri Drexler, Jenna
Levy, Charlotte Lob, Randi Town, and our new receptionist,
Samantha Cadena. Additionally, I want to welcome our new
ECA PTA co-Presidents, Samantha Bloom and Stefani Peled.
Though it is early in the school year, they have already done

an amazing job and families are encouraged to get involved.

Warmly
Vel Wecnstecn,
ECA Director

THE SCROLL STAFF
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EMBRACING LIFE’S JOURNEY < CELEBRATING LEGACIES

* Knowledgeable and caring staff for guidance in your
greatest time of need

» Services at your synagogue or graveside services

* Real-time webcasting of chapel services

« Assistance with out of state and out of country burials

= ' « Monument and inscriptions services for all cemeteries v -
» Specialists in funeral pre-planning

e Serving ALL levels of Jewish observance

I.J. MORRIS FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Jewish Funeral Directors Since 1888

21 EAST DEER PARK ROAD, DIX HILLS, NEW YORK 11746
631-499-6060 - WWW.IJMORRISDIXHILLS.COM
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BARTOW INSURANCE

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU TOOK A REAL LOOK AT YOUR INSURANCE?
INCREASED PREMIUMS? NON-RENEWALS? REDUCED COVERAGES?

LET US REVIEW YOUR NEEDS AND CUSTOM TAILOR THE RIGHT POLICIES
AT THE RIGHT PRICE FOR YOU.

TALK TO ONE OF OUR INSURANCE EXPERTS TODAY.
FOR ALL YOUR BUSINESS, PERSONAL, LIFE, & HEALTH INSURANCE NEEDS

PHONE:1-800-570-8825 EMAIL:INFO@BARTOWINSURANCE.COM

A New Addition to DHJC!
(Cetebrrations (Garden
(Coming Spring 2026)

Our new outdoor garden
in front of the sanctuary will be a beautiful space created with love,
hope, and inspiration by you, our synagogue families,

that will grow with your stories.

HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES
BY PLACING A PLAQUE
IN OUR MEMORIAL HALL

Please call the DHJC Office
for rates and placement
information.
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DIX HILLS JEWISH CENTER PAID
555 VANDERBILT PARKWAY Hunt Sta., LY
DIX HILLS, NY 11746

V

H e a 196Q P?:itl:g I\En:;(:::?tle
WFouns mm /MAGINING JEWISH TOMORROWS...TODAY!

THE MEN’S CLUB SPORTS BREAKFAST

MARN

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026

WE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT COLLEGE
FOOTBALL GREAT AND NY JET LEGEND

PAID-UP MEN’S CLUB MEMBERS

NON-MEMBERS AND ALL OTHER ATTENDEES °18

f "THIS EVENT.IS FREE FOR
A

CHILOREN UNDER 21 FREE
*"’?b DOORS OPEN AT 9:30 FOR BREAKFAST




